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Pope lauds King’s peace drive 

VATICAN (Petra) — Pope John Paul II pa j d tri bu[e l0 
Hjs Majesty King Hussein and lauded the Kinss 
efforts to establish a comprehensive, durable and just 
peace m the Middle East region. The Pope's statement 
came during a meeting with Minister of Tourism and 
Anuqyines Mel Biltaji who delivered to him a mes- 
sage from King Hussein on the latest development 
of the peace process and efforts exerted by the Pone to 
push the peace march forward. Mr. Biltaji also relayed 
a message from His Royal_ Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan to Vatican Foreign Minister Cardinal Tauran 
prince Hassan s message touched upon dialogue 
among religions, the preparations for the second mil- 
lennium of Christ s birthday and religious tourism as 
well as bilateral relations. 
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Albright tries one more time to 
bring Netanyahu to peace track 

No news of progress, low level officials continue talks 


r Cuni "U,; 
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WASHINGTON' (AFP) — U.S. Secretary of Slate Made leine 
*? “ 1t "ihfjnJ Albright and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu met for 
* uy »ver t 90 minutes Wednesday in an effort lo rescue negotiations with the 
: y*&Kei ^ Paksuniaos on the future of the contested Wbst Bank. There was no 

Jf r ( Jtrman jt word of progress, but lower-level officials kept talking. 

^gcnpr# > Ms. Albright made no statement as she left a downtown hotel, but 
v 'Cte -iicffca the Israeli Embassy spokesman. Gady Boltiansky. said they had left 
“fj ^. c r ' 1,ni mto it j t i experts behind to work on the various issues on the table.’ 

!■ »rmaL La^ He said it would be “premature” to say whether Ms. Albright 
e '■'uuina-roooi f fl ' would have a second round of talks with Ml Netanyahu or whether 
e , f ne- shi.nn niK . they- made progress, 
i-h •. •! the mamirM)! *. “We’ll see if they meet a g ain .” he said.. 

!n ft hich tfe (V Ms. Albright met with Mr. Netanyahu to try once again to con- 
• n » ‘•“>^1 jpfeA . since Israel to sign on to a U.S. plan for relaunching the 
* process. 

In Postdam. Germany. U.S. President Bill Clinton expressed hope 
-KSOn thin a breakthrough could be reached but h: acknowledged that 

;ino project Obsocles remained and warned against a further delay. 

^ fft is neither in Israel nor the Palestinian Authority’s interest to 

”3.0 iT . a p ^ . r. promote delay, that for more bad thing s are likely to happen than 
2 . . good things by a deliberate strategy of delay,” he said. 

... - V/ti aon . ■ 1 Ms. Alhright wants Mr. Netanyahu to agree to a 1 3-per cent with- 
'..‘■'C drawalfrmn the West Bank as part of a U.S. {dan to launch negori- 

: rw arioos on a final IsraeH-F^lestmian settlement. 

. m ~® c Palestinian President Yasser Arafat has accepted the proposal s 

_ that would pave the way to a Washington summit to launch the 

- p. negotiations on the settlement. 

’ " " ^ U.S. and Israeli officials meanwhile sounded a pessimistic note 

about prospects for an agreement 
“We see some prospect of this working, of this being a worth- 
while exercise,” said a State Department official but be added; “It’s 
hard to be optimistic.” 

Mr. Netanyahu also sought to lower expections. telling Israeli 
reporters here that a deal may not be finalised at the meeting. 

acccsding to an Israeli diplomat" • 

“H& not convinced that a concrete deal can be reached today,” 
said ife diplomat who asked not to be named. 

Mn Netanyahu refused to attend a summit originally called by 
Mr. Clmion for May H but Ms. Albright said Tuesday she hoped 
to reissue the invitation during the meeting here. 

In her address at the National Press Quh. Ms. Albright said die 
hoped to follow up on Mr. Netanyahu’s “creative ideas" fiat had 
been raised in previous talks. 

Israeli reports have indicated that Ml Netanyahu is prepared to 
after a compromise thar would provide for a phased withdrawal to 
give the Palestinians immediate control of nine per cent of the West 
Bank territory with the remainder to be handed over at a later date. 
TheU-S. effort to win agreement with Israel came as the admin- 
istration faced growing criticism from Jewish groups and members 
of Congress, who argue that Mr. Netanyahu, as the democratically- 
fonittfrls elected leader of Israel, should decide the scope of the withdrawal 
• . oi ■ Republican Senator Aden Specter, a staunch supporter of Israel. 

un c look aim at Ms. Albright for bar handling of the peace effort say- 
•'i^Tini*** 5 ing "there's a serious question of competency on the pan of ihesec- 
- J-nXAt -retay of state.” 

•_-> jsJ *■' “iLis obvious the United Stales is trying to articulate a withdraw- 
- . . ts & al posmon that would satisfy Arafat" Ml Specter said. 

- Jl Israeli lobbyists have also turned up the pressure ahead of Mr. 

■■ rk Kfc&* • Metanyahu’s arrival with a television ad campaigii that portrays the 
ixruJ' 'administration as supporting Palestinian “terrorists.” 

: Ms. Albright has argued that Israeli seciffity would be strength- 
‘ened with an agreement on the West Bank withdrawal thar would 
propel the peace process into a new and final phase following a 15- 
■maath deadlock. 
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Palestinian school children pass graffiti reading “Fifty Years Under The Tent" as they 
hold a march marking “AJ Nakbeh," in the Dehaishe refugee camp Wednesday. Hun- 
dreds of Palestinian school children and many adults inarched through the refugee camp 
near Bethlehem denouncing Israel's creation 50 years ago (Reuters photo) 

Arab stabbed to death in Jerusalem 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A suspected Israeli 
extremist killed a 5 1 -year-old 
Rilestinian man in Jerusalem 
early Wednesday in the sixth 
knife attack on an Arab in one 
of the city's uhra-Orthodox 
Jewish quarters in four months. 

Palestinian officials 

denounced the series of stab- 
bings as the work of a "Jewish 
terrorist network” and charged 
that Israeli police were not tak- 
ing sufficient action to halt the 
attacks. 

Khairi Musa Alqam, a 
labourer from Arab east 
Jerusalem, was repeatedly 
stabbed in the back as he 
walked through the ultra- 
Orthodox Mea Shearim quarter 
on his way to work in the Jew- 
ish western sector of the city, a 
police spokesman said. 

His anacker fled buL police 
said they suspected it was the 
same person who has stabbed 
five ftdestinian men in Mea 
Shearim — which abuts a sec- 
tor of Arab east Jerusalem — 
since early February. 

None of the other victims 


died from his wounds. 

Police attested a Jewish sus- 
pect but bier said it appeared he 
had nothing to do with the stab- 
bing and would probably be 
freed after some forensic tests 
are carried oul 
’T here is a link between all 
these attacks, which are per- 
haps being camixi out by a man 
seeking to avenge the spate of 
knife attacks chi Jews in east 
Jerusalem," Jerusalem police 
chief Yair lizhald told Israeli 
radio. 

On May 6, an orthodox Jew- 
ish settler was stabbed to death 
in Jerusalem’s Old City and. an 
Ultra-Orthodox Jew was simi- 
larly killed in February. 

Mr. Irzhalti said police were 
taking the case "very seriously,” 
adding that the killer “is not a 
member of the underworld and 
probably not of a particular 
extremist group.” 

He said the anacker could 
also be the same person wlio 
had bombed and set fire earlier 
this year to an apartment build- 
ing where three Arab Israeli 
women lived near Mea 


Shearim. 

Haiem Abdul Khadcr. a 
member of the autonomous 
Palestinian Legislative Council 
elected tram Arab east 
Jerusalem, accused Israeli 
authorities of "not doing 
enough to stop these crimes." 

"It is clear that a double stan- 
dard is at work depending on 
whether the victim is Jewish or 
.Arab." he told Agenee France 
Presse. suggesting that the sob- 
bings were the work of a “Jew- 
ish terrorist network." 

“O’ Israel doesn’t fulfil its 
responsibility as stipulated in 
international conventions con- 
cerning occupied territories 
then we can defend oursebes." 
he said. 

Jerusalem's mayor. Ehud 
OlmerL issued a statement con- 
demning the murder and call- 
ing on police ”to act with the 
same rigor that they employ 
when responding 10 anacks on 
Jews.” 
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U.S., Russia agree on compromise to 
declare Iraq free of nuclear weapons 
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united nations (afp) 

^-Tlte United States and Rus- 
sia on Tuesday agreed draft 
Proposals providing for Iraq to 
he declared See of nuclear 
weapons in July at the earliest, 
US. and Russian diplomats 
said. 

" The compromise, to be sub- 
pwtted by the U5. delegation 
® a draft statement to the full 

15-namber UN. Security 

..[pr ^ ounc 3 on Wednesday, was 
- i wtaked ait after days of andu- 

"■» J 05 negotiations involving 

‘i - {t ' ^ r nwh capatals. 

^However, the diplomats said 
a SecuriPi’ Council deci- 
300 would stem from a “sta- 
^ rqjof’ from the Interna— 
tonal Atomic &ieigy Agency 
bA?A) which must conclude 
has satisfactorily 
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. ; ;*u -■ J> Mclear proganmie. 


: d ^ ne wjclear programme. 

. wl 1 1 ' ** Vienna-based IAEA is 
"1.;- " 1 J®- .to submit its next repeat to 

^toundl m October. How- 
... -'ll said fliat die 

Strand Russia have 
* lfl1 * ft^fhecoancfl would 
^j^f be^ams rqxat to be 
su «ficed by the end of July. 
j* &at repot is positive, the 
c tondl would adopt a iesolu- 
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dot authorising a shift in the 
nuclear disarmament butden 
to long-tom monitoring, 
effectively declaring Iraq free 
of nuclear weapons. 

Russia had pressed for an 
immfirfiate council decision to 
sca l e back intrusive monitor- 
ing, after the LAEA informed 
the council last month that the 
agency was now able to 
account for Iraq's clandestine 
nuclear programme. 

A number of technical ques- 
tions remained to be clarified, 
however. 

Because of the outstanding 
questions, Washington had 
been opposed to any council 
decision before the next IAEA 
report in October. 

A Russian diplomat 
acknowledged Tuesday that a 
reference in the draft text to 
the effective closure of the 
nuclear file was “not 3S 
strong”, as Moscow would 
have liked. 

Russia, backed by France, 
originally wanned the council 
to declare paragraphs 12 and 
13 of *e 1991 Gulf war 
ceasefire Resolution 687 as 

‘Implemented.” 

However; the United States 
resisted such a declaration. 


The draft statement provides 
for the possible adoption of a 
resolution to dedicate the 
IAEA’s resources to long-term 
monitoring and verification 
activities “in line with para- 
graphs 12 and 13.” 

Any council decision con- 
cerning the Iraqi nuclear file 
will not affect the sanctions 
regime in place since the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, but is 


intended to encourage Iraq to 
continue its cooperation with 
U.N. weapons experts. 

The sanctions can only be 
lifted when the U.N. arms 
inspectors certify 1 the disman- 
tling of all Iraqi nuclear, bio- 
logical and chemical 
weapons, and long-range mis- 
siles. 

The Security Council decid- 
ed to maintain the almost 


eight-year-old oil and trade 
embargo on April 27. 

Council members agreed 
that Iraq had cooperated with 
the U.N. inspectors since a 
Feb. 23 accord averted the 
threat of U.S. military strikes, 
but that more progress was 
needed in accounting for 
Iraq’s germ warfare and 
chemical weapons pn> 
urammes. 



G-J5 SUMMIT CLOSES: General view of the closing session of the G-15 summit of 
developing countries in Cairo Wednesday (AP photo) 


Despite world reaction 

India conducts two 
more nuclear tests 


NEW DELHI r.AP> — India 
conducted two more under- 


ground 


nuclear 


tests 


Wednesday, folio wing three 
explosions earlier this week 
that prompted punishing 
sanctions from the United 
States. Japan, Germany and 
other countries. 

Indian Prime Minister 
Alai Bihar: Vajpayee told a 
crowd of supporters at his 
home that with Wednes- 
day's rests. India completed 
steps it had to lake to build 


a nuclear defence. He has 
said India faces a nuclear 
threat from two neighbours 
with which it has fought a 
total of four wars in the last 
50 years — Pakistan and 
China. 

“Ideally, we should have a 
nuclear-free world, but the 
world isn’t .so.” he said. 
“We feel that the world sit- 
uation should be such that 
all people feel protected 
and equal.” 

A crowd of about 300 


people, most workers for 
Mr. Vajpayee's Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiy a Janata 
Party, chanted: “We’re not 
scared, we’ll never be 
scared.” 

In a government state- 
ment Wednesday, India said 
its testing was now com- 
plete, and” it w-as prepared to 
consider a testing ban. 

India has refused to sign a 
global lest ban treaty 

(Continued on page 7) 


4 more Jordanians freed from 
Kuwaiti prisons return home 

AMMAN (Agencies i — Four Jordanians 
returned to Amman Wednesday after being 
released from Kuwaiti prisons where they 
have been serving jail terms on charges of 
collaborating with Iraq following its" 1990 
invasion of the Emirate of Kuwait. 

The released and their families who met 
them at Queen Alia international Airport 
voiced gratitude to His Majesty King Hus- 


sein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan for their efforts that resulted in their 
freedom. 

On Apr. 27, thirteen Jordanians detained 
on similar charges were pardoned by the 
emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah and returned to .Amman. 

Three other Jordanians are expected to 
home on Monday. 


Egyptian is mastermind 
of arrested Islamists 


AMMAN (AFP. — The 
maMermind behind a series 
of explosions in Jordan last 
month was an Egyptian 
financed by a Jordanian of 
Palestinian origin Using in 
the United States, sources 
close to the investigation 
said Wednesday. 

“Initial investigations 
have shown that the Egypt- 
ian Kftalid Abu Shanab was 
the mastermind behind the 
organisation.” a judicial 
official said. 

The Egyptian along with 
seven Jordanians have been 
referred to State Security 


Court but the official said 
that the group’s financier 
“is still at large in the Unit- 
ed States where he has a 
Green Card ” 

He added that a police- 
man w'as among those 
aiTested, accused of planti- 
ng a bomb under a police 
car at j Highway Patrol 
Department at the end of 
April. 

Another two Jordanians 
are suspected of involve- 
ment in the explosions — 
which left no one hurt — 
but they have not yet been 
caught, the official said. 


Acting Information Min- 
ister Nasser Lawzi 
announced Sunday that a 
foreign-funded traditional- 
ist Islamist group linked to 
a movement founded in 
Egypt at the end of the last 
century was behind the 
explosions, but he did not 
specify the nationalities of 
those involved. 

Scores of suspects were 
detained lot questioning 
following attacks on two 
cars within 4S hours in the 
Jordanian capital at the end 
of last month. 


Jordan, Syria resume talks 
Saturday on Wihdeh Dam 


By .Ahmad Khatib 

Special !v liie Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
team will travel to Syria on 
Saturday to attend meetings of 
the joint Yarmouk River com- 
mittee that will look into ways 
to exploit the river, including 
long-delayed plans to set up 
the AJ Wihdeh (unity i Dam. 

Durcid Mahasneh. Secretary 
General of the Jordan Valley 
Authority, will head the Jor- 
danian delegation at the talks 
that will also focus on the gen- 
eral environmental situation in 


the river basin and ways to 
improve 1 iL 

It will be their third meeting 
since October 1997 when the 
committee agreed to go ahead 
with plans to construct the 
multi-million -do liar Al 

Wihdeh Dam on the river 
straddling their borders and 
providing them with vital sup- 
plies for irrigation and drink- 
ing. 

Jordan said at (he time that 
the two sides discussed the 
construction of the dam. envi- 
ronmental protection of the 
basin and future projects. 


The dam will be built inside 
Syrian territory at an estimated 
cost of S400 million in line 
with a Jordanian -Syrian con- 
troversial agreement signed in 
1987 to settle long-running 
tension over water shares. 

However, diplomats say dor- 
mant political tension between 
the two countries over their 
regional roles and Israeli reser- 
vations over the project pend- 
ing a regional settlement have 
undermined progress to set up 
the dam. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli planes kill 10 Palestinian 
fighters in deadliest raid in years 


BEIRUT iAFPj — Israeli 
warplanes killed at least 10 
Palestinian fighters in a 
night-time attack on 
Lebanon's Syrian-con- 
trolled Bekaa Valley 
Wednesday, the deadliest 
Israeli raid on a Palestinian 
camp in years. 

Another 26 fighters with 
the pro-Syrian Faieh-Inufo- 
da movement were injured 
during three air raids on the 
camp at Taanayel. 15-kilo- 
mecre from the Syrian bor- 
der. hospital sources said. 

A Palestinian official, 
w’ho asked not to be identi- 
fied. suggested the attack 


was aimed at putting pres- 
sure on Damascus, which is 
opposed to Israel’s offer for 
a conditional withdrawal 
from south Lebanon, and to 
warn against using Pales- 
tinians in anti-Israeli opera- 
tions in the south. 

Israel has offered to with- 
draw from south Lebanon 
in return for security guar- 
antees for the border, but 
Beirut and Damascus have 
repeatedly rejected the 
offer. 

No official of the Fateh- 
Intifada group, led by 
Colonel Abu Mussa, was 
immediately available for 


comment and members of 
the group refused to let 
journalists visit the camp, 
which is next to a Jesuit-run 
farm. 

But the Damascus-based 
Fateb-Iotifida issued a 
statement in Beirut threat- 
ening “to avenge its mar- 
tyrs. who were the victims 
of barbaric raids." 

The statement also 
accused Israel “of using 
internationally banned 
weapons" in the raid, the 
first this year against Pales- 
tinian groups with bases in 

(Continued on page 7 ) 
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Palestinian refugees march 
to remember homes lost 
with Israel’s creation 



BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
Hundreds of Palestinian 
refugee schoolchildren held a 
"march of die keys" Wednes- 
day to mark the 50th anniver- 
sary of the loss oF their fami- 
ly homes in what is now 
Israel. 

Around 500 pupils from 
the Daheisheh refugee camp 
in Bethlehem joined the 
march, some carrying the real 
keys of their families' lost 
houses and others bearing 
symbolic wooden keys. 

“We're returning with our 
keys, never forget the keys." 
chanted the children as they 
marched carrying a banner 
reading “Palestine be free” in 
the- direction of the Israeli 
border, accompanied by 
teachers and a few Palestin- 
ian policemen. 

But police prevented the 
march from approaching an 
Israeli army checkpoint at the 
edge of the Bethlehem self- 
rule area in a bid to prevent 
any friction. 

“We are marching today to 
remember our nation and our 
villages .'* said Nimr Abdul- 
lah, 68, one of a group of 
elderly men who saw the 
marchers off at the entrance 
to Daheisheh. each holding a 
large metal key from their 
former homes. 

“We want peace, peace 
benefits all,” said Mr. Abdul- 
lah “But Israel is not willing 
to make peace," he said, 
referring to the 14-month-old 
deadlock in negotiations 
between the Palestinian lead- 
ership and the right-wing 
government of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Wednesday's march was 


one of a series of events 
organised this week to com- 
memorate what Arabs call AJ 
Nakbeh — the catastrophe 
— which befell Palestinians 
during the war surrounding 
Israel’s creation 50 years ago. 

The highlight of the week 
will be a simultaneous mass 
march in villages and towns 
throughout the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and in Arab east Jerusalem 
which Palestinians hope to 
gather one million people on 
Thursday, the anniversary of 
the proclamation of Israel's 
independence. 

Israeli security officials 
warned of the possibility of 
clashes between . Israeli 
troops and the protesters on 
Thursday, although the 
marches' organisers have 
said they want to avoid any 
violence. 

Tensions have been height- 
ened by the prolonged dead- 
lock in negotiations with 
Israel, whose prime minister 
is due to hold talks in Wash- 
ington Wednesday on U.S. 
peace proposals which his 
right-wing government has 
so far rejected — notably 
because they would require 
him to cede more West Bank 
land than he is willing to 
yield. 

The Palestinians have 

planned the marches not only 
to lament the Nakbeh. but 
also to promote their demand 
for a Palestinian state as the 
outcome of the stalled Oslo 
peace negotiations with 

Israel. 

Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat has repeatedly 
declared in recent weeks that 
he will unilaterally proclaim 


a state if the negotiations are 
not successfully concluded 
by the May 4. 1999, deadline 
set out in the Oslo interim 
peace accords. 

In a demonstration similar 
to the one in Dabeisha. about 
300 refugee children also 
marched Wednesday in the 
West Bank city of Ramallah. 

Some 1. 000 supporters of 
Hamas also held a rally in the 
Islamic University in Gaza 
City, where protesters burned 
Mr. Netanyahu in effigy and 
set fire to Israeli flags. 

In Wednesday's marches, 
many children wore signs 
around their necks with the 
names of Arab villages inside 
what is now Israel which 
were destroyed or occupied 
by Jews in the 1948 war — 
Deir Yassin. Bir AJ Saba. A1 
Breij, Tabaria, Jerash. Wad 
Fukim. 

The children in Bethlehem 
carried banners proclaiming 
the “permanent right” of the 
refugees to return to their 
homes. 

“This is the key to my 
house in occupied Palestine. 
We have kept the keys for 50 
years." one banner read 

During the war which 
erupted on May 14. 1948, as 
Arab armies sought to pre- 
vent the establishment of a 
Jewish state in Palestine, 
some 700.000 Arabs fled or 
were forced out of then- 
homes in areas which fell to 
Jewish fighters. 

More than 450 Arab vil- 
lages were destroyed during 
the war. often razed by the 
Jewish forces in a policy 
designed to ensure the fledg- 
ling state would have a Jew- 
ish majority. 
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Thousands march in 
Istanbul to protest attack 
on human rights activist 


* 


ARAB MAN STABBED TO DEATH IN JERUSALEM: Olive branches are placed 
on the body of Khiery Mnsa Al Kam, a 51-year-old Arab man, after he- was stabbed 
to death early Wednesday in an ultra -Orthodox Jewish neighbourhood. Police 
believe the attacker is Jewish and is a serial attacker who has stabbed Arabs six 
times within three months. This is the first of the knifings to prove fatal. This 
attack took place some 300 metres from where another Arab was stabbed last 
Thursday (Reuters photo) 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — Thou- 
sands turned out in downtown 
Istanbul on Wednesday to 
protest the assassination 
attemp t cm human rights 
activist Akin BirdaL 

Mt BirdaL chairman of 
Thriasy’s Human Rights Asso- 
ciation (IHD), was stiD fighting 
for his life in an Ankara emer- 
gency ward, aday afterjinidea- 
tified gunmen pumped six bul- 
lets into him. 

“He is st31 in modal danger,” 
the hospital’s chief doctor said. 
“We won’t know for at least 
another twelve hours whether 
his vital functions will resume 
their normal functions.” 

The protesters gathered out- 
side the IHD’s Istanbul office 
and marched down the city’s 
mam shopping street to 
Galatasaray square, where 


police on Saturday ftxnfctyrfe- 
pensed the weekly slent watch 
held by mothers of hosting 
persons. 

Both Mr. Binjal and the “Sat- 
urday Mothers” had been 
denounced as supporters of the 
separatist Kurdish Labour 
party (PKK) mtfe alleged con- 
fessions of a renegade PKK 
commander published tty 
Turkish papers two weeks ago. 

“The gangs will pay,” the 
protesters chanted in an allu- 
sion to fee infamous execution 
squads thought to have been 
set up by intelligeoce agents 
and criminals in Turkey in the 
early 90s. 

“The IHD cannot be 
tiknced.” was another slogan 
chanted by the crowd. 

Police kept a low profile dur- 
ing the march. 


Palestinian students burn Netanyahu effigy, Israeli flag 


GAZA CITY i AFP) — 
Some 1.000 Palestinian stu- 
dents demonstrated 

Wednesday in Gaza City, 
burning Israeli flags and an 
effigy of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
in a protest called to mark 
the Nakbeh anniversary. 

The students, including 
supporters of Yasser 

Arafat’s Fatah faction of 
the PLO, Hamas and other 


groups, marched through 
the Islamic University in 
Gaza, an AFP correspon- 
dent said. 

Masked students burned 
Israeli flags and a dummy 
topped by a large photo of 
Mr. Netanyahu, as speakers 
condemned the right-wing 
prime minister’s hard-line 
stance in the peace process, 
which has been deadlocked 
for 14 months. 


“The Israelis must know 
that we set off fee Intifada, 
and we can put an end to 
the arrogance of 
[Netanyahu’s] govern- 
ment” said Fateh student 
leader Abdul Hakim Awad, 
referring to fee 1987-1994 
intifada uprising against the 
Israeli occupation. 

An official from the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), Ismail 


Hanjya, told fee students 
they were “fee generation 
of liberation.” 

“Our people can make the 
giant effort of continuing 
our resistance to occupa- 
tion. This is fee generation 
of liberation, of resistance 
and of fee intifada,” he said. 

The demonstration was 
called to mark fee 50th 
anniversary of fee Nakbeh 
— or “catastrophe” — 


which befell the Palestini- 
ans during the 1948 war 
which surrounded the cre- 
ation of Israel in 1948. 

The Palestinians plan a 
massive simultaneous 
march of up to a million 
people from all villages and 
towns in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and Arab east 
Jerusalem on Thursday, the 
50th anniversary of the start 
of the 1948 war. 


Anger in Israeli army over drilling 
for 50th anniversary parade 


Syria urges U.S. be dropped 
as cosponsor of peace talks 


DAMASCUS (AP) — 
Angry at U.S. handling of 
stalemated Mideast peace 
talks, a Syrian paper on 
Wednesday urged dropping 
the United States as cospon- 
sor of the talks and turning to 
others in the international 
community instead. 

“The world will always 
remember wife sarcasm and 
resentment how a country 
with fee weight of the Lfnited 
States stood crippled in fee 
face of fee slap it received” 
from Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, said 
the state-owned daily Al 
Thawra. 

The newspaper, frequently 
used to express fee govern- 
ment’s views, referred to Mr. 
Netanyahu's refusal to accept 
a U.S. compromise of with- 


drawing from 13 per cent 
more land in the West Bank 
as a way to restart peace 
talks. 

“Those who are concerned 
and badly affected by Wash- 
ington's passiveness should 
strip the United States of the 
peace initiative before it’s too 
late.” AJ Thawra said in an 
editorial. 

Washington has shown 
itself mcapable of being an 
honest broker and, by not tak- 
ing a decisive stance, it "is 
prolonging the crisis and 
pushing the situation in the 
region to the abyss of an 
explosion.” the paper said. 

“Washington's insistence 
on holding all fee cards and 
excluding the international 
community from fee peace 
process... is a deadly adven- 


ture and a waste of time,” it 
added. 

Syria has frequently urged 
feat European nations have a 
greater role in the peace 
process. The United States 
and Russia have been 
cosponsors of peace talks 
since they began in 1991. but 
Washington has in effect 
played fee leading role. 

In another article, the editor 
of the official Syrian Arab 
News Agency, Fayez 
Sayegh. urged Washington to 
react to fee Netanyahu's snub 
to protect its own standing. 

“We no longer ask the Unit- 
ed States to win peace for the 
region, nor to put an end to 
Zionist terrorism against the 
Arabs,” he wrote. “We only 
ask it to avenge itself and to 
uphold its dignity.” 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
soldiers rarely do parade 
drills and their commanders 
would like to keep it feat 
way. 

The army is furious feat 
thousands of soldiers have 
been taken off battle training 
to drill for a large military 
parade later this month, fee 
Haaretz daily reported 
Wednesday. The waste of 
time was "a scandal,” the 
newspaper quoted an 
armoured corps officer as 
saying. 


But if the troops want to be 
ready for fee May 24 march 
through Jerusalem — part of 
Israel’s 50th anniversary cel- 
ebrations — they'll need all 
the practice they can get. 

At ceremonies, soldiers are 
often out of step. Rifles 
slope at different angles. 
Bandsmen read their, music 
off a sheet of paper pinned to 
the shin of the musician w. 
front Soldiers hardly ever 
salute, and when they do 
they look embarrassed. They 
even smile and wink at the 


TV cameras during gradua- 
tion parades. 

Israeli Legislator Ephraim 
Sneh, a retired brigadier 
general, said it is more 
important to prepare for war 
than parades, but feat he is 
hopeful soldiers will eventu- 
ally master marching in for- 
mation. ... 

“Our defence problems are 
greater than those of other 
countries. But when we dd 
treat a parade seriously we 
are as smart as any in the 
world,” Mr. Sneh said. 


Turkish court acquits politician 
of revealing military secrets 


ANKARA (AP) — A court on Wednesday 
acquitted a politician of revealing military 
secrets, saying there was not enough evi- 
dence against him. 

Hasan Celal Guzel. leader of fee small, 
right-of-centre New Birth Party, was 
charged last August after he demanded 
feat a group of generals be prosecuted for 
planning a coup. 

Along wife his demand, he gave fee 
court documents indicating feat an anti- 
Islamist military group had been set up. 

The court rejected his charges against 


fee generals. Instead, Mr. Guzel was pros- 
ecuted on charges of revealing military 
secrets. 

In his defence, Mr. Guzel said fee docu- 
ments were made public before he gave 
them to fee court. 

Turkey was rife with coup rumours at 
fee time. The powerful mili tary, which 
sees itself as the guardian of fee secular 
system, eventually pressured the Islamist 
government into resigning. 

The new government is under similar 
pressure. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait repatriates three Iraqi prisoners 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Kuwait on Wednesday repatriated 
three Iraqi brothers imprisoned for seven years for collabo- 
rating wife Iraq after Baghdad’s 1990 invasion of the emirate. 
The deportation of Fadil Sayed Mebdi, 32, and his brothers, 
Salem, 30 and Mohammed. 26, was supervised by fee 
International Committee of fee Red Cross, fee official Iraqi 
News Agency (IN A) reported Kuwait’s interior minis try 
confirmed that the men were deported The INA quoted fee 
brothers as saying they had been in prison since 1991. It said 
they were bom in Kuwait and feat tbeir father had lived in the 
emirate since 1953. Hie agency also quoted fee brothers as 
saying that two Iragi prisoners, were tortured to deafe in 
Kuwait's central prison, where they were, held for some time. 

Iraiuaji floods tiff ID' 

TEHRAN (AP) — Floods caused by heavy rains have killed 
at least 10 people and injured 25 in northwestern Ran, fee 
official Islamic Republic News Agency reported Wednesday. 
The Red Crescent Society, the Islamic equivalent of the Red 
Cross, has sent relief aid to east Azerbaijan province, die site 
of Tuesday's flooding, and set up temporary shelter for peo- 
ple whose homes were destroyed by the floods, fee agency 
said 

lUrltish woman kidnaps own daughter for ransom 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish police Wednesday arrested a 
woman for kidnapping her own daughter to obtain a ransom 
from her estranged husband fee Anatolia news agency said 
Seven-year-old Duygu Arik disappeared several days ago 
from her Ankara home where she was living with her father 
who was about to divorce his wife. A man, who was later 
understood to be the mother’s new loves; telephoned fee 
father on Tuesday and demanded $6,000 for fee little girl’s 
release. Anatolia said Nazire Arik, die mother, and ho - lover 
were arrested by the police as they met fee husband to get fee 
ransom. Duygu was then freed and delivered to her father. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773U1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Cartoon — Dinky Dis 

15:30 ..Cartoon — The Animal Park 

16:00 L’Ecole des Fans 

16:30 Dec. — Blue Water 
Dreaming 

17:00 _...N.BA. 

18:00 Drama — The Burned Bridge 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine- 

15fc30 .News Headlines 

19*35 Comedy —Big Brother 
Jake 

20:00 Doc. — The Great 
Romances 

2030 Drama — Dr. Quin the 
Medicine Woman 
21:20 The Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Fearure film: “My Life” 
00:15 Comedy — Can't Hurry 
Love 

00**50 End of TX 

Friday Programmes 
15:10 Cannon — The Adventures 
of Teddy Ruxpin 
15:30 -..Cartoon — Wishbone 

16:00 He Shoots. He Scores 

16:30 Tarazan 

17:30 French Programme — 
Game Show 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 .French Programme 

19;3Q News Headlines 

19J5 Comedy — “The 

Fresh Prince of Bel-Air” 

20:00 Documentary — Life on 
the Internet 

2(fe30 Doc. — The Brain 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


21:10 Drama: "Bafalyon-J” 

22:00 - News in English 

22:30 Mini-series — Nutcracker 
ipim 

23:59 End of TX. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:06 Fajr 

05:35 — (Sunrise) Duha 

1 £32 „Dhuhr 

16:12...- - Asr 

19:29. .Maghreb 

20--57 *Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieb. Tel. 592Q740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 

4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 

4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 

4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. S 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaBe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 


Tel. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Kngtkh - f Jngng t 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin sttppiU'd by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Fine weather condi tioins will 
prevail during the weekend 
becoming cool at nighL Skies 
will be partly cloudy with a 
chance of scattered showers 
particularly in the northern 
parts of the Kingdom and 
winds westerly to northwester- 
ly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be fine, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

Amman ...12/22 

Aqaba 19/30 

Deserts 11/25 

Jordan Valley 18/29 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 


Amman 21. Aqaba 29 
Humidity readings: Amman 
40 per cent. Aqaba 41 per 
cenL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Balyat Bader 53326)2 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy.. ..4637055 
Nairookh pharmacy -.4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 
Yacoob pharmacy ....._4644945 
Shmosam pharmacy -4637660 

-Nqpb pharmacy —5347632 

IRBID; 

Dc AhmadQanu 2SI484 

A1 Quds pharmacy — X — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi . — .985445 
Khahfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .46371 1 1 

Civil Defers Deportment -5661 III 
Civil Offence Immediate Res- 
cue * 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency... „I 99 
Rescue Mice 1924621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade... ......46 1 7 1 0 1 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police- 843402 

Traffic Police — -,..896390 

Public Security Dept.. ...463032! 


Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints -5661176 

\Vifc&Sev*22^CtTipfcjiii5 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints — 787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs ...... .5661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan — 7741 1 1 

Water Authority ^5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Informarion..44-53200 
Queen Alia 1ml. Airport -44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and S{»- 
dalStagety- 5921199 
The Islamic. AbdK — -5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5336813,58517632 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Matemity_._464428l/6 

Akileh Maternity 464244 1 fl 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas, J, Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani ..-5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital -...5669131 
University Hospital ..-5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-Ahli. Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreeti 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir- 775111/26 

Amy, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 


Amal Hospital .5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zanqa Govt. Hospital 


Zarqa 

- ... .(09)983323 

National Hospital 
(09»9n0Wl 

Ibn Sina HospitaL.... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
inotoonoon 

CRB ID: 
Princess 

Basma Hospital 
- (02)7.75555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
. . (02P72275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 


(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44<53250L 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

09-45 New Delhi (RJ) 


lOriB .. — Dbahian, Riyadh (RJ) 

10:15 Bombay (RJ) 

1035 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:25 Colombo (RJ) 

15:35 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 Moscow (RJ) 

17:30 London iRJ) 

18:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

20ri>5_ Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
20:45 Abu Dhabi, AT Ain (RJ) 

23:55 Lamaca(RJ) 

04:50 — New Delhi (add) (RJ) 

Other flights 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:10 Shariqah (AH) 

15:40 .Doha (QR) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

I9d» .Paris (AF) 

20£5 .Tel Aviv (LV) 

21:10 London (BA) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

23CSQ Istanbul (TK) 

22-35 -.—.Laraaca (CY) 

01:15 -Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 
03:00 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
10**20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Maria Air- 
port) (RW) 

20:20 ..—....Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA on Friday only. tRW) 
2235 Tel Aviv (arriving at 


QAIA on Thursday only) (RW) 
23:25 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

07:20 Moscow (RJ) 

12:15 .-.Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 
1230 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
12:30 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

12:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

13:00 Paris (RJ) 

13:20 — .. London (RJ) 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

16:15 — New Delhi (addWBJ) 

20d5 LamacaCRJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

00:30 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:15 Istanbul (TKj 

07:00 — Frankfurt (LH) 

08:20 Loudon (BA) 

08:45 BeiTyt (ME) 

14 JO .. _Rjyadh (SV) 

15:00 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

16:00 .-Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

1&30 Doha (QR) 

17:00 —Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

21:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:40 Cairo (MS) 

02:15 ^Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 RomefAZ) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
08:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

20:45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA — 
on Thursday only) (RW) 

21 JO Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 
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Queen honours participants 
in charitable campaign 


AMMAN (IT.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on 
Wedi Ksday amended the 
annual ceremony hono uring 
gnrfenrs participating in foe 
Charitable Piaster Fund (A) 
Qirsh AI Kheiri) at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. according 
k> a press release. 

Queen Noor, who has 
patronised die fund since its 
establishment, distributed 
honorary certificates and 
c omm e m orative cups to stu- 
dents, school principals and 
members of the Ministry of 
fflaanop, commending 
them on their efforts to enable 
underprivileged students to 
continue their education at 


schools and universities in 
Jordan, the statement said. 

In his speech, the president 
of the General Union of Vol- 
untary Societies (GUVS), 
Abdullah Kharih said the 
fund has raised “over JDU 
million since its inception for 
outstanding and needv stu- 
dents.” 

The president of the CPF 
Committee, Sheikh izzedin 
Al Khatib AI Tamimi. noted 
that 1,100 university gradu- 
ates have benefited from the 
fund. 

The annual Charitable 
Piaster Fund (CPF), founded 
by GUVS in 1985, assists 
outstanding needy students in 


completing their education 
by providing them with annu- 
al loans and donations. CPF 
coined its name to emphasise 
that donations as meagre as 
one piaster are accepted, thus 
enabling all members of soci- 
ety to contribute to the fund, h 
has installed charily' boxes in 
schools, to which students 
may donate throughout the 
year, according to the state- 
ment. 

Queen Noor was received 
by Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad Kheir 
Mamsec. Minister of Educa- 
tion Mohammad Haradan 
and members of the GUVS 
Executive Council. 


Marking 50th anniversary of nakbeh 

Lower House issues statement of ‘absolute’ 

n Hi 1 i • • i * • i i 


support for Palestinian people’s rights 


AMMAN I Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
on Wednesday called for 
the implementation of U.N. 
Resolutions 242. 33S and 
425 concerning the occu- 
pied Arab territories in 
Palestine. the Golan 

Heights and southern 
Lebanon and voiced 

absolute support for the 
Palestinian people's strug- 
gle for their legitimate 
rights. 

In a statement issued on 
the eve of the 50th anniver- 
sary of the occupation of 


Palestine, Parliament said it 
"reiterates its call for the 
legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people in accor- 
dance with U.N. resolu- 
tions and demands Israel’s 
complete withdrawal from 
the occupied Arab territo- 
ries." 

"The Lower House reaf- 
firms its full backing of the 
Palestinian National 

Authority in its ongoing 
endeavours to realise the 
rights of the Palestinian 
people and establish a 
Palestinian state on Pales- 


tinian national soil." >aid 
the '•Udemeni. 

The House voiced its 
rejection jf the expansion 
of Jewish settlements and 
attempts to change the 
Arab and Islamic character 
of Jerusalem. li also 
demanded Lhe release of all 
Arab prisoners in Israeli 
jails. 

Parliament called on the 
U.S.. the sponsor of the 
peace process, so shoulder 
its responsibilities, in 
achieving a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the 


region and to refrain from 
backing Israel's policies, 
\\ hich contravene ail 
international principles and 
laws. 

It also called for a just 
solution to the Palestinian 
refugee question within the 
framework of the principle 
of international legitimacy 
and for guaranteeing their 
rights to return and com- 
pensation. 

The statement urged .Arab 
states to work toward soli- 
darity and act collectively 
to achieve the Arab 


Nation's goals. 

The Lower House paid 
tribute to the martyrs of the 
nation who fell in the 
course of defending Pales- 
tine. Parliament praised the 
efforts of His Majesty King 
Hussein and HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan in support- 
ing the Palestinian people's 
efforts to regain their rights 
on their national soil and in 
backing the Arab Nation's 
efforts to secure the libera- 
tion of the Syrian Golan 
Heights and southern 
Lebanese territory. 


Jordan lodges complaint 
with Israel over pollution 
in Aqaba-Eilat region 


Py Ahmad Klwtih 

Special to the Jordan Tones 


AMMAN — Jordan on 
Wednesday protested to Israel 
over pollution caused by 
nntnftatftrl sewage that found 
its way into the Gulf of Aqaba 
from a wastewater treatment 
plant in the nearby Israeli city 
.ofEflat. 

Duraid Mahasneb, secre- 
tary general of the Jordan Val- 
ley Authority, told the Jordan 
Times that he sent a letter to 
Nehama Rotten, secretary 
general of the Israeli Environ- 
ment Ministry, ‘‘asking her to 
collaborate with the mayor of 
Eilat to stop die pollution." 

Israeli radio on Tuesday 
warned Blat beach-goers 
from swimming in the sea 
because of pollution caused 
by untreated waste dumped 
by the Eilat sewage treatment 
plant, which was working 
beyond its capacity. 
Yiadanian f^fidals say that 
Israel has for years c laime d 
that the problems associated 
with the Eilat plant have been 
solved. 

Jordan blames occasional 
bad smells that cloud the area 
surrounding foe twin Red Sea 
port cities of Elat and Aqaba 
and the swarms of mosqui- 
toes and flies pestering Aqaba 
residents and tourists on the 
Israeli sewage treatment 
plant 

Israel, in turn, has claimed 
that Aqaba’s sewage treat- 


ment plant is the source of the 
bad smell, a charge denied by 
Jordanian officials. 

“Based on Tuesday’s radio 
warning, which acknowl- 
edged foe problem of untreat- 
ed waste entering the sea, I 
asked Ms. Ronen in the letter 
to take measures to finall y 
solve the problems caused by 
the E-Har plant." Dc Mahas- 
neh told the Jordan Times. 

“They {Israelis] claim they 
have solved the problem, but 
what happened proves they 
did not," he added. 

He said teams on Wednes- 
day began an ecvironmental- 
ly-friendly pesticide spraying 
campaign to rid foe Aqaba 
area of mosquitoes and flies 
plaguing the sea resort. 

The decision to combat the 
insects was taken at a meeting 
in Aqaba on Sunday between 
Dr. Mahasneh and Ms. 
Ronen. 

It was agreed at the meeting 
to launch a long-tom -action 
plan to ' control pollution 
caused- -by foe Slat plant- aid 
wmoriiioriL 

Specialists from both coun- 
tries have been meeting in 
line with the 1994 Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty, which has 
a chapter on environmental 
cooperation. 

Another committee is also 
focusing on finding a solution 
for flies bothering residents of 
tire Dead Sea area and various 
parts of the Jordan Valley, 
especially during summer. 



* Sals' of personal oil paintings of artist Mohammad Al 
Hadidi (at his residence), Dabiyat .Al Rashid, near Al 
IDawahi Hotel (Tel. 5 1 54567). 
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FILMS 


* Spanish film “Bodas de sangre" (in Spanish) at Institu- 
te) Cervantes, Jabal Amman on Thursday at 5:00 pm. 

* “I Paint What I see" — on the life of Mexican Artist 
[Diego Rivera at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh on Thurs- 
day at 6:00 pm. 

* Bed of Roses" at foe American Center, Abdoun on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 


ART SALE 


CONCERTS 


* Concert by Rula Talhouni at the Royal Cultural Centre 
on Saturday, May 16, at 8:00 pm. (daily until May 21)._ 

■* Concert by “Zebda” band at the amphitheatre of King 
Abdullah Gardens on Saturday, May 16, at 6:30 pm. (Also 
making another performance at Yarmouk University, Irbid 
on Sunday, May 17. at 3:30 p.m. 


THE FIRST UNIVERSITIES THEATRE FESTIVAL 


'* Jerash University play "A Husband in a Mess" (in Ara- 
bic) at the Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday at 7:00p.m. 

* Amman University play “What Where?" (in Arabic) at 
foe Royal Cultural Centre cm Friday, at 7:00 pm. 

* Yarmouk University play “The Teacher" (in Arabic) at 

foe Royal Cultural Centre on Saturday, May 16, at 7:00 

PJXL 


EXHIBITIONS 


r- * Spring collection of ceramic items and rugs ar Bat Al 
jBawadi showroom, Abdoun (Tel. 5925841/5930070), until 
■May 24. 


■may a 

J *. Exhibition of hand-made jewellery by Sarnia Mange »at 
jfoe.Khazna Gallery, near the Inter.Conmiental Hotel, Jabal 
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roman; (TeL 4640725) until May 14. „ 

* Kioto exhibition “Frederico Garcii Lorca and book 
exhibition “Lorca Translated Into Arabic" at Instituto Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman (Tel. 4610858), until May ^25. 

* “Sculpture Designs" by Jewellery Designer Suzanne Q 

Masry and Sculptor Samer Tabba at foe American Center. 
Abdoun until May 25. . _ ... 

* Paintings by Lebanese- American artist Etel Adrian enn- 

t rtist’s Book of Art and Ik>etiy” at Darat Al Rmuu, 
VeSbdeh, until May 28. Also d^aymgj wdsw- 
based Syrian artist Manvafl Bashi enntled A Suite 
is," and works by contempor^^^^^^^' 



UNRWA staff to mark nakbeh 


with short work stoppage 


By Ghaiia .Aiul 


Jc.rLx T:t>u. % S^: : i fit r\<r.ir 


PRINCESS RANIA ANNOUNCES NEW CENTRE: HRH Princess Ranh, president of 
the Jordan River for Development Projects. Wednesday announces the establishment of the 
child protection unit, which is affiliated to Par AI Aman Rehabffitaion and Protection Cen- 
tre. Speaking during a meeting at the Royal Court, Princess Rania stressed the need for 
devising a strateg} - to prevent child abuse. Attending the meeting were Minister of Soda! 
Development Mohammad Kheir Mamser, Public Sec urity Department Director General 
Nasouh Muhkddin as weO as other officials and a UNICEF representative (Petra photo) 


Srour, parliamentary delegation 
begin official visit to Algeria 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
speaker of foe Lower House of 
Parliament, Sa'd Hayel Srour, 
today heads a pariiameatary 
dekgaoon to Algeria on an 
official visit at foe imitation of 
his counterpan Abdul Qader 
Ben Saleh, speaker of the 
Algerian National Council. 

During the visit, Mr. Srour 
will meet with President 
I Jamine Zeroual, government 
leaders and parliament mem- 
bers. 


Ml Srour and the six-mem- 
ber delegation will bold com- 
prehensive talks on Jordanian- 
AJgerian relations, with a spe- 
cial focus on pariiameraaiy 
cooperation, political develop- 
ments and collective Arab 
action to defuse conflicts and 
harmonise the views of Arab 


countries. 

In a statement on the eve of 
his visit, Mr. Srour said Jordan 
is seeking to work closely with 
Algeria to serve the interests of 


foe Algerian and Jonianian 
peoples. 

He paid tribute to the .Alger- 
ian parliamentarians for their 
ongoing efforts to bolster foe 
Arab Parliamentary Union's 
principles and enhance inter- 
Arab cooperation. 

Accomjxinying Mr. Srour 
are deputies Nawaf 
Khawaldeh, Mohammad 
Thweib, Saleh Sha'wmah. 
Ahmad Ajarmeh. Saleh Jbour 
and Ahmad Khanab. 


Conference to examine role 


of Arab oil in 21st century 


AMMAN f Petra) — The Institute of Diplomacy 
(ID) will open a two-day conference on “oil and 
diplomacy: towards the 21sr century” on May IS 
under the patronage of HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, according to ID board chairperson Kamel 
Abu Jabet 

The meeting coincides with the widely-held 
belief in the Arab World that Arab oil has not been 
accorded the importance it deserves. Dc Abu 
Jabersaid. 

“In the Arab point of view, Arab oil assumes a 
vital role in view of foe latest world events, the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the 
cold war, which have caused major changes in the 
region’s strategic balance," according to Dr. Abu 
Jaber. 

The conference, he said, wall deal with the fol- 
lowing topics: Arab oil from a world perspective, 
col and regional development, the international 
community and sanctions, new perspectives on 
oil culture and the effects of oil on Arab culture 
and on foe emironmenL 


The coming conference will attempt to ascer- 
tain the role of oil as a undying factor in the com- 
ing century at the Arab or developmental level in 
the region and within the humanitarian frame- 
work, Dr. Abu Jaber added. 

Jordan, with its unique geographical location 
and special relations with the countries in the 
region, is qualified to boa this conference, which 
he'said will offer a chance to specialists to explore 
oil-related situations in the coming century. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said the discussions and foe 
research papers at the conference will also con- 
tribute to enriching academic activities. 

Delegates to die conference include Sheikh 
Ahmad Zaki Yamani, former Saudi Arabian oil 
minister. Ali Ariqa, secretary general of foe Arab 
Thought Forum, and Mohammad Saleh Horanl 
Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources. 

The most recent of the ID's series of confer- 
ences, which began in 1994, was held in 199b 
under foe theme “diplomatic contacts: new hori- 
zons in the age of informatics." 


AMMAN — The pervirjid 
of ti'.e United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency 
: UNRWA will on Thursday 
commemorate foe 50ih 
aimivjnary of foe "nakhu" 
• i marking the cre- 

ation of Israel. Hussein 
Ya'uoub, chairman of the 
lnrer-?teff Union Conference 
a: the agency's headquarters 
said Wednesday . 

“Work will be suspended 
from 5 :00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
on Thursday to commemo- 
rate the nakba of foe creation 
of Israel and to protest foe 
Israeli government's intransi- 
gent policies stalling foe 
peace process." Dr. Ya'qoub 
toid the Jordan Times. 

He said foe 250 people 
working at foe agency's head- 
quarters will today gather in 
from of the conference room 
to remember foe nakba and 
express their support for foe 
Palestinian people. But, he 
added, no special activities 


were planned for foe occa- 
sion. 

According to a staff repre- 
sentative who requested 
anonymity. all 2,400 
UNRWA worker* in Jordan 
are also expected to stop 
v. orking for one hour to mart: 
50 years of nakba. 

’These include UNRWA 
teachers, students, nurses and 
doctors." he said. 

UNRWA was set up after 
the war that led to Israel's cre- 
ation in 1948 to offer educa- 
tional help, relief and social 
services to millions of Pales- 
tinian refugees who fled to 
neighbouring states. Jordan 
alone is home to over 1 .2 mil- 
lion U.N.-registered refugees. 

Throughout foe past three 
years. UNRWA has been 
complaining of foe lack of 
adequate funds, forcing it to 
reduce some of foe services it 
provides to Palestinian 
refugees. 

The cash-strapped agency 
still faces foe difficult task of 
enlarging its donor base and 
increasing its donor contribu- 


tions to prevent any further 
buduet deficits and service 


cuts. 

UNRWA Secretary General 
Peter Hansen earlier said the 
SI 56 million the agency 
received in December's 
pledging conference covered 
only half of ils 1 998 budget of 
S3 14 million approv ed by the 
United Nations. 

A meeting of UNRWA's 
major donors and host gov- 
ernments will take place in 
Amman this month to discuss 
the agency's programmes and 
financial situation. 

UNRWA employees in its 
five areas of operation — Jor- 
dan, Lehanon. Syria, the West 
Bank and foe Gaza Strip — 
have long been demanding 
beaer working conditions, 
salary increases, early retire- 
ment and compensation for 
termination of employment. 

The agency employees 
hope the annua) staff meeting, 
to take place in Amman on 
June 24-25. will yield positive 
results and spur UNRWA to 
heed their demands. 


Life sentence for convicted 


murderer after retrial 


By Rana Husseini 

J-nio: Thiu-s Strff Reporter 


AMMAN — A 42-> car-old 
man on death row being 
retried for a 1 994 double mur- 
der was sentenced Wednesday 
to life in prison with hard 
labour after the Criminal 
Court found him guilty of 
man.-Iaughter. 

Mukiiliin Yousef was origi- 
nally sentenced to death by 
the Criminal Court on Feb. 17. 
199". after he was found 
guilty of foe premeditated 
shooting murders of Salman 
Nader .Abu Izzieh. 34. and his 
brother Nader. 21 in their 
shop in foe Wadi Saqra neigh- 
bourhood of .Amman on Ocl 
II. 3994. 

However, on May 31. 1997. 
the Coun of Cassation 
returned the case ro the Crim- 
inal Court asking for a retrial 
because ‘The court did not 
take into consideration a med- 
ical report which indicated 
then that foe defendant had 
been subjected to o physical 
assault on the day of the mur- 
der." 

"After recalling several wit- 
nesses and examining the 
medical report, we decided to 


amend foe premeditated mur- 
der charge to manslaughter, 
because it was proven to us 
foal Mr, Yousef did not plot to 
kill the two brothers." presid- 
ing Judge Mohammad 
Ajarmeh said. 

Judge Ajarmeh said the 
medical report indicated that 
Mr. Yousef had been subjected 
to a physical assault leaving 
him with a bloody nose and 
evidence of violence on his 
face. 

Further, the witnesses who 
were recalled to testily stated 
that Salman attacked Mr. 
Yousef shortly after foe defen- 
dant entered their shop. Their 
testimonies contradicted the 
testimony of the sole shooting 
spree survivor, Fafoi Saleh, 
who stated last year that Mr. 
Yousef entered foe store and 
without saying a word pulled 
his gun and started shooting at 
them. 

According to court docu- 
ments. Mr. Yousef frequently 
argued with foe victims 
regarding problems related to 
the proximity of their shops. 
They subsequently filed cases 
against each other in court 
"“Due to foe dispute, the two 
victims besan to avoid Mr. 


Yousef to prev ent trouble,” foe 
court said. 

On the day of the incident 
transcripts said, the defendant 
consumed alcohol at around 
2:00 part, grabbed his unli- 
censed gun and went to their 
shop. 

According to witnesses, 
Salman was standing with an 
employee at the office named 
Fafoi Saleh, while his brother 
Nader asked Mr. Yousef if he 
needed anything. 

Mr. Yousef asked if they had 
any scotch tape for sale. The 
victim said no and asked him 
to leave, it added. 

“Salman then pulled the 
defendant toward him and 
punched him in foe nose. Mr. 
Yousef responded by pulling 
his gun and shooting once at 
foe three.” the court said. 

They ali ran toward a table 
and ducked underneath to 
hide from the onslaught “but 
Mr. Yousef walked toward 
them and opened fire again... 
until he emptied his pistol, 
then left foe store," tite court 
maintained. 

The new verdict will auto- 
matically be reviewed by the 
Court of Cassation within 30 
davs. 


Planned shopping festival in Sweifiyeh aims at reviving economy 


By Sandra Ztigter 

Special to the Jordon Tones 


AMMAN — Sweifiyeh's over 600 
merchants, taking foe cue from their 
counterparts in Dubai and Beirut arc 
busy preparing for Amman’s first-ever 
shopping festival. 

Organisers said the June 29 July 3 
fair is meant to revive die Kingdom’s 
recession-hit economy and lure more 
tourists to visit Jordan, especially 
Arab Gulf nationals escaping soaring 
summer temperatures in their coun- 
tries. 


Two shopping festivals famous in 
the Arab Wcrid have inspired organis- 
ers: a three-week extravaganza of 
buying, leisure and culture held in foe 
UAE emirate of Dubai in March and 
a similar month-long event held in 
Beirui every February. 

Fans Kawar, head of the festival 
committee, said foe sprawling com- 
mercial area of Sweifiyeh was chosen 


“due to its convenience for pedestri- 
ans and ils high concentration and 
variety of shops and restaurants." 

Organisers hope the festival, expect- 
ed to attract over 20,000 visitors, 
would become an annual event that 
will eventually include all of Amman. 

Mr. Kawar, owner of the Bride and 
Groom Centre in Sweifiyeh, said over 
600 shops, all located on the first floor 
of their buildings, have been asked to 
participate in the festival. 

But it remains unclear how many 
win actually take pan as there is an 
entrance fee of JD75. 

Several shopkeepers, discouraged 
by foe relatively low' purchasing of foe 
country’s consumers, remain scepti- 
cal. 

"People may come just to look, but 
not to buy," said one trader. 

To counter this concern, organises 
will use shopping incentive tech- 
niques, including hefty discounts of 
between 10 and 50 per cent and top 


lottery prizes, including a duty-free 
car at a special drawing marking the 
end of the festival. 

As in Dubai, shoppers, depending 
on the amount of money they >pend al 
a participating shop, wiii receive 
coupons enabling them to win daily- 
prizes — clothes, housew.ee. elec- 
tronics, restaurant meals, hotel slays 
and airline tickets. 

The Sweifiyeh commercial area 
will be dosed off to vehicles through- 
out foe event between Al Ameerah 
Taghreed Street. Abdul Rahim Al Haj 
Mohammad Street. Tareq .Al Jindi 
Street and Salah Suheimat Street. 

Celebrations will be held even- 
night with music for adults and chil- 
dren. Special foeanes will be set up 
for these free activities along with a 
mini-circus, fireworks and laser 
shows between 5:00 p.m. and 30:00 
p.m. 

The volume of retail business across 
the Kingdom has declined over the 


last few years, according to traders 
and shopownetv, and for many, foe 
Iasi ten years have been extremely 
bad. 

Jeweller Fatyk Beirakdar, who has 
been in business in Amman far over 
30 years, told the Jordan Times that 
•■compared to the old days, we are not 
w orking at all." 

Merchant Osama Haddad, whose 
family has been doing business in 
.Amman for over 50 years, said com- 
petition from non-professional 
shopowners was hurting everyone. 

He complained that he and other 
long-time merchants have been forced 
to sell products at or below cost in 
order to compete with new merchants 
who arc slashing the prices of their 
goods out of ignorance of the basics of 
the business. 

Mr. Haddad is doubtful about the 
success of the shopping festival, say- 
ing that he was already giving latge 
discounts to customers just to encour- 


age them to buy. 

Festival organisers hope to combat 
widespread recession by spurring a 60 
per cent increase in sales. 

"The actual increase in sales will 
depend on the individual shopkeepers 
and how they advertise and promote 
[heir business," Mr. Kawar told foe 
Jordan Times. 

Organisers also hope the festival 
will encourage shopkeepers to be 
more active in promoting their outlets 
and the Sweifiyeh shopping district 
throughout the yeat 

Despite their scepticism, all mer- 
chants said the riming of foe festival 
was perfect as tourists and visnors 
from the Gulf normally buy from 
them during foe summer season. 

The festival will kick off on the last 
day of foe tawjihi (government high 
school ) exams and end a day before 
foe annual Jerash Festival for Culture 
and Arts, which has become a magnet 
for thousands of Arab visitors. 
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Clinton readies 


sanctions against India 


BERLIN (AFP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
Wednesday signed official 
papers Wednesday allowing 
the United States to slap 
sanctions on India for carry- 
ing out nuclear tests, a U.S. 
official said. 

The official, who asked 
not to be named, said that 
Mr. Clinton had finally 
decided on the sanctions 
overnight Tuesday as he 
flew to Berlin to start a two- 
day visit marking the 50th 
anniversary of the Berlin 
airlift. 

He is also to make a major 
policy speech on U.S.-" 
Europe relations. 

Mr. Clinton was likely to 
announce the sanctions later 
in the day after meeting 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl in Potsdam. 

India carried out three 
nuclear tests Monday 
unleasing a torrent of criti- 
cism from abroad and fol- 
lowed up by announcing 
two more tests Wednesday 
to complete the series. 

Mr. Clinton had vowed to 
impose tough sanctions on 
India before leaving for his 
trip to Europe. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
late Tuesday after briefing 
members of Congress that 
she was “appalled" by 
India's action and said 
Washington must impose 
sanctions “immediately." 

“We are going to be carry- 
ing out the law. which is a 
stringent law," she said, 
adding “The law needs to 
be carried out immediate- 
ly-" 

The 1994 U.S. law 
requires that Washington 
freeze all but humanitarian 
aid to India because of the 
tests and oppose any loans 


to New Delhi from the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank. 

U.S. banks will not be 
allowed to grant any loans 

to New Delhi. 

The law, which has never 
been invoked, provides for 
a delay of 30 days before 
being implemented, which 
means it would theoretical- 
ly come into force on June 
13. 

Mr. Clinton was at 1730 
GMT to speak at the 
Schauspielhaus theatre in 
Berlin to deliver a speech 
that U.S. Ambassador John 
Komblum said would be an 
“important" look at the 
future of U.S. -Europe rela- 
tions. 

In Washington, National 
Security Advisor Sandy 
Berger said that Mr. 
Clinton, four years after his 
first visit to Berlin, wanted 
to outline the next steps 
towards a peaceful, democ- 
ratic Europe. 

Mr. KohJ and Mr. Clinton 
are to discuss NATO 
enlargement, the situation 
in the Serbian province of 
Kosovo and in Bosnia. 
European integration and 
the upcoming G8 summit at 
the weekend in 
Birmingham. England. 

In a speech he is to make 
Thursday at the rown of 
Eisenach in the former East 
Germany. Mr. Clinton is 
expected to call for toler- 
ance in the wake of an 
extreme-right political 
resurgence and to stress the 
importance of aid to a 
region with unemployment 
of < over 20 per cent. 

In Eisenach, where he 
will be making the first offi- 
cial visit by a U.S. president 
to the former Communist 


half of Germany, he will see 
a General Motors-owned 
Opel auto factory. The 
United States is the biggest 
foreign investor in the for- 
mer East Germany and Mr. 
Clinton wants ro stress this, 
Mr. Komblum said. 

Mr. Clinton was to have 
dinner Wednesday evening 
with German President 
Roman Herzog and also 
meet Social-Democratic 
opposition leader Gerhard 
Schroeder who according to 
opinion polls, has a good 
chance of replacing Mr. 
Kohl after legislative elec- 
tions due in September. 

Mr. Clinton is visiting to 
commemorate the Berlin 
airlift that defined the cold 
war in a Germany that has 
since reunited and become a 
key advocate of European 
integration. 

He will attend ceremonies 
Thursday at Templehof air- 
port that was the staging 
area in Berlin for the 11- 
month airlift from June 
1948 to May 1949. 

Mr. Clinton’s visit is 
expected to be a shot in the 
arm for Mr. Kohl who is 
lagging in the polls ahead of 
September general elec- 
tions and who will be happy 
for any public relations 
boost he can get. the 
Munich newspaper 

Abendzeitung said Tuesday. 

Mr. Kohl, who prides 
himself on having overseen 
German reuni ficadon in 
1990. is facing the toughest 
fight in his 16-year run as 
government chief. 

This is because record 
unemployment has led 
many Germans, among 
them Mr. Schroeder, to 
challenge Mr. Kohl as out 
of touch with the current era 
of a global economy. 


Windows 98 back on 


track for release, but 


Microsoft still challenged 


computer 

include 

Internet 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) 
— An appeals court has 
sided with Microsoft 
Corp, finding that anti- 
trust restrictions placed 
on the sale of its 
Windows personal com- 
puter operating system 
do not apply to the 
imminent release of the 
new Windows 98 ver- 
sion, the company said. 

The global software 
giant can now ship 
Windows 98 this week 
and require 
makers to 
Microsoft’s 
browser. 

However, more legal 
challenges to Windows 
98 remain: The U.S. 
Justice Department is 
reportedly preparing an 
anti-trust attack on the 
operating system and 
possibly other Microsoft 
products and practices. 

The challenge is 
expected to be filed 
Thursday, along with 
coordinated legal filings 
in up to 12 states. 

Government regula? 
tors could then seek an 
immediate court ruling 
that stops the shipment 
of Windows 98. 

Also Tuesday. 

Microsoft rival Sun 
Microsystems asked a 
federal court to force the 
software giant to 
include an approved 
version of Sun’s popular 
Java programming lan- 
guage. 

It is unclear how long 
it will take for a judge to 
rule on the Sun 
Microsystems chal- 
lenge. 

Commenting on the 
favourable rulin 

Tuesday, Microso 

spokesman William 
Neukom described it as 
“good news for con- 
sumers.” 

“We don’t believe 
there is any legal basis 
for blocking or delaying 
Windows 98." Mr. 
Neukom said. 

The Los Angeles panel 
unanimously ruled in 
favour of Microsoft, 
finding that whatever 


the chances are for the 
U.S. government to get 
a permanent injunction 
against Microsoft, they 
appear “very weak with 
respect to Windows 98." 

To do otherwise, the 
three-judge panel said, 
would “put judges and 
juries in the unwelcome 
position of designing 
computers," Microsoft 
noted in a prepared 
statement. 

The current legal chal- 
lenge to Microsoft dates 
back to December 1997. 
when U.S. District 
Judge Thomas Pen field 
Jackson issued a prelim- 
inary injunction barring 
the company from 
bundling its web brows- 
er with its Windows 95 


operating system or suc- 
cessor versions. 

Microsoft appealed the 
decision, arguing that 
the injunction should 
not apply to Windows 
98. 

If the court had ruled 
against Microsoft, the 
software manufacturer 
would probably have 
had to keep Windows 98 
off the market, or risk 
being found in contempt 
of court. 

Microsoft is scheduled 
to begin shipping the 
software packages to 
computer makers 

Friday, with the soft- 
ware available in new 
computers for sale 
beginning June 25. 

Both software rivals 
and the U.S. Justice 
Department believe that 
Microsoft has an undue 
advantage in pushing 
Microsoft Explorer, its 
Internet browser, 
because of the almost 
universal use of its 
Windows operating sys- 
tem in computers 
around the world. 

The version 4.0 of the 
Explorer browser comes 
integrated in the 
Windows 98 package, 
thus decreasing chances 
that consumers will use 
rival products such as 
the Netscape company’s 
Internet browser. 


Hillary 
Clititon 
hones in on 
feminism 
in French 
visit 


PARIS (AFP) — U.S. Fust 
Lady Hillary Clinton honed in 
on one of her pet themes, fem- 
inism. on the second day of a 
visit to France Wednesday as 
the guest of counterpart. 
Bernadette Chirac. 

After a day spent in rural 
France brushing shoulders 
with grassroots politicians and 
ordinary people, the Paris leg 
of Hillary Clinton’s two-day 
visit focused on meetings with 
prominent women as well as 
high-level lunches and talks 
with French leaders. 

Her (fry began over coffee 
with die philosopher wife of 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin, 
better known as Sylviane 
Agarinski, a well-known aca- 
demic who has just published 
a book on the history of femi- 
nism. 

.Mrs. Clinton, in bright 
turquoise, then swept into the 
grounds of the French Senate 
by the leafy Luxembourg gar- 
dens in a long black limousine 
to be met by her host, the only 
French president's wife to be 
elected to public office. 

Mrs. Clinton then sat down 
for a closed-door round-table 
discussion with 15 women in 
senior positions on ihe emer- 
gence of women in profes- 
sional and public life. 

“I hope to learn more about 
France and about what we 
have in common.” she said. 

Mrs. Chirac, who the previ- 
ous day introduced the U.S. 
first Jady to grassroots politics 
on a whirlwind visit to the 
bean of rural France, said: 
“We are going to talk about 
ourselves, our snuggles, our 
challenges, our aspirations." 

Mrs. Chirac is a member of 
the departmental council and 
municipal council of the cen- 
tral region of Correze. 

Later Wednesday. Mrs. 
Clinton was due to have lunch 
at the Eiys£e palace with the 
presidential couple, launch a 
school Internet exchange and 
meet Lionel Jospin. 



Pakistani Prune Minister Nawaz Sharif (second right) chairs a meeting of the cabi- 
net's defence committee in Islamabad. The Pakistani government and military aides 
met Wednesday to consider a response to nuclear tests by arch-foe India amid a clam- 
our of calls for Islamabad to match New Dehli’s nuclear gesture. Pakistan's nuclear 
scientist Dr. A. Q. Kahn (left), an unidentified official (second left). Foreign Minister 
Gohar Ayub Khan (third left) look on (Reuters photo) 


Pakistan leaders mull 


strategy over Indian N-tests 


strong 
not to 


Nawaz 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Top political and military' 
chiefs met Wednesday to 
decide whether Pakistan 
should stage its own Duclear 
tests following India's three 
— or try to seize the moral 
high ground amid world- 
wide condemnation of its 
arch-rival. 

Major newspapers 

advised careful study of all 
options. They highlighted 
the global criticism of India 
and the U.S. decision to 
impose sanctions, along 
with Washington's 
signals to Pakistan 
follow suit. 

Prime Minister 
Sharif chaired the Defence 
Committee of the cabinet 
following hectic consulta- 
tions with key aides and 
experts. ’ including 
Pakistan's leading nuclear 
scientist. 

The meeting was attended 
by top ministers.' senior 
defence and foreign min- 
istry officials and the mili- 
tary top brass among others. 
No derails of its delibera- 
tions were immediately 
available. 

Official sources said sci- 
entist Abdul Qadeer Khan, 
the brains behind Pakistan's 
nuclear programme, met 
Tuesday with Mr. Sharif as 
he returned from an eco- 


Tuesday the country would 
make a “matching” 
response. 

Bur Islamabad's ambas- 
sador to the United States. 
Riaz Khokar, said in 
Washington Pakistan would 
make a “mature response " 

Commentators said 
Pakistan should take into 
account the worldwide 
protest against India and 
President Bill Clinton's 


The Nation daily said the 
pressure on Pakistan from 
w ithin to match Indian 
tests, and from without not 
to follow India's example, 
“is going to be tremen- 
dous.” 

“Pakistan should do what 


□omic summit in 
Kazakzstan. 

Mr. Khan said that follow- 
ing the Indian tests Monday 
Pakistan had the ability to 
respond the same way once 
a political decision was 
taken. 

Pakistani leaders have 
pledged “all appropriate” 
measures, without being 
influenced by any foreign 
pressure. Foreign Minister 
Gohar Ayub Khan said 


warnings against any simi- 
lar action by Islamabad. 

The News daily said in an 
editorial it was important 
for Pakistan to weigh 
options “carefully and not 
react in a knee-jerk way" 
Islamabad should “seek to 
maximise diplomatic 
advantages, inherent in the 
new situation, while taking 
necessary steps to safeguard 
its national security" the 
paper added. 

A senior U.S. arras. con- 
trol official warned "that a 
nuclear arras race would 
cost Islamabad more than 
New Delhi. 

John Holum. director of 
the U.S. Amts Control and 
Disarmament Agency, said 
the United States was look- 
ing to China, which helped 
Pakistan's nuclear pro- 
gramme. to restrain 
Islamabad. 

“Pakistan is a much 
smaller country with a 
much smaller economic 
base," Mr. Holum said 
“Crossing the threshold at 
this stage would likely lead 
to a direction of a competi- 
tion that neither could win 
but that would cost Pakistan 
proportionately more. 

“So the better advice to 
Pakistan would be to take 
the high road, to try to stop 
this cycle rather than to per- 
petuate it." 


us security requirements 
dictate and weigh all its 
options," it said, warning 
that India may have decided 
to sign the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty now in a 
bid to divert international 
pressure from itself to 
Pakistan. 

“Pakistan may have very 
little time to decide whether 
it too should lay on the table 
its nuclear cards ... or wait 
and see what the interna- 
tional community does to 
India to blunt its nuclear 
edge,” it added. 

Dawn newspaper said 
Pakistan “must carefiiily 
calculate where the balance 
of' advantages lies : — ■" in' 
coming out with a precipi- 
tate or very early response... 
or in waiting for a while to 
see whether world powers 
combine to offer an ade- 
quate response to the grave 
new challenge." 

The Frontier Post advisefe 
“If Pakistan matches the 
Indian challenge, then it 
will have to forget about 
ever ameliorating the lot of 
its poor people.” 

Pakistan must consider all 
options carefully before it 
goes ahead with a definitive 
response. “It should take 
care not to invite the 
American ire." 

The press castigated the 
U.S. and international com- 
munity as a whole for hav- 
ing ignored Pakistan's 
warnings about Indian 
ambitions since it exploded 
a device in 1974. 


Students riot in Senegal capital 


DAKAR (R) — Campus tur- 
moil spread in Senegal 
Tuesday with rampaging stu- 
dents burning government 
cars and attacking a cabinet 
minister's borne in the capital 
Dakar, police and witnesses 
said. 

Authorities said nine youths 
were arrested in Dakar, one of 
two cities where violence 
flared Tuesday as students 
look to the street to protest 
police handling of earlier 
unrest. 

Witnesses said demonstra- 
lors ransacked the home of 
Information Minister Serigne 
Diop, who was out campaign- 
ing for parliamentary elec- 
tions scheduled for May 24. 

The unrest does not appear 


to be linked to the polls. 

‘They entered the house, 
smashed five cars which were 
in the yard and some win- 
dows.” a witness told 
Reuters. 

Students earlier attacked 
cars in central Dakar, disrupt- 
ed traffic and scattered 
garbage in many streets, forc- 
ing some shops to close 
briefly, witnesses said. 

Police fired rea/gas to dis- 
perse others who smashed 
windows at the Dakar offices 
of state radio and television. 

In the central town of 
Kaolack. high school students 
clashed with police during a 
similar demonstration. 

There were no reports of 
injuries in either town. 


The students said they were 
acting in solidarity with col- 
leagues at Saint Louis. 
Senegal's second city 250 kra 
north of the capital. 

Witnesses said nine Saint 
Louis students were wounded 
when paramilitary gendarmes 
opened fire during campus 
violence there on May 5. 
Authorities said police used 
only teargas to disperse the 
students, who burned 20 cars, 
including the rector's. 

Repeated power cuts on the 
Saint Louis campus triggered 
the original trouble, universi- 
ty' authorities said. 

Monday students ransacked 
the rector's offices after he 
closed the college until May 
16. 


two more nuclear 


tests, says senes over 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
defiant India said it con- 
ducted two more under- 
ground nuclear tests 
Wednesday, two days after 
outraging the world with 
three tests. 

A government statement 
said Wednesday’s tests 
“completed the planned 
series'* which began in fee 
desert range of Pokhran in 
Rajasthan state Monday. 

A foreign ministry official 
said the tests involved “two 
sub-kUotonne” explosions 
at 12:21 p.m. (0651 GMT) 
and were *1n continuation 
of fee planned programme 
of underground nuclear 
tests begun on May II. 

“The tests have been car- 
ried out to generate addi- 
tional data for improved 
computer simulation of 
designs and for attaining 
fee capability to carry out 
sub-critical experiments if 
considered necessary. 

“The tests were fully con- 
tained wife no release of 
radioactivity into the 
atmosphere," it said. 

The statement reiterated 
that India could reconsider 
its opposition to fee 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT). It has so far 
refused to sign, arguing that 
fee pact lacks a timeframe 
for disarmament and fails to 
stop computer-simulated 
tests. 

India made a similar hint 
Monday after fee three 


underground tests, 
since 1974, 
announced by 
nationalist Prime 
Atal Behari Vajpayee. 

The statement said:, 
government of India 
ates the offer -to c6 
adhering to some of 
undertakings in 
Comprehensive Test ■ 
Treaty in fee framework^ 
the proposal in its T 
of May 11." 

Monday's three 
ground nuclear tests inviteiL 
worldwide condemnation': 
and tough sanctions from - , 
the United States and Japan. 

Shares plunged four per- 
cent at close of trade on fee 
Bombay Stock Exchange 
following news of fee two 
more nuclear tests and fee 
decision of fee U.S. and 
Japan to impose sanctions. 
The magnitude of 
Monday's tests could repre- 
sent 55 kilotonnes of TOT, 
more than twice fee size of 
the bomb that devastated 
Hiroshima in Japan, an 
Indian seismology agency 
announced. 

The state-owned Bbabba 
Atomic Research Centre 
said the impact of Monday 
1015 GMT tests was mea- 
sured by its Gauribidanur 
Seismic Array Station. 

The American A-bomb 
which destroyed the 
Japanese city at the end of 
World War II represented 
20 kilotonnes. 
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influx of illegals 


CANBERRA' " "(AFP) ' 
Australia will pump millions 
of dollars into tightening its 
borders after a massive surge 
in people trying to gain illegal 
entry. Immigration Minister 
Philip Ruddock said 
Wednesday. 

A $50 visa fee will be intro- 
duced for entrants from high 
risk countries, such as 
Pakistan, Lebanon and 
Cambodia. 

Tourism groups described 
the move as “hostile.” 

'The feet is feat some of fee 
countries the government has 
decided to impose fee charge 
on — China, India and 
Taiwan — are also some of 
our most promising tourist 
markets,” said Len Taylor, 
managing director of fee 
Inbound Tourism 

Organisation of Australia. 

“This move will put their 
growth potential at risk.” 

Figures released in budget 
documents show the number 
of unauthorised arrivals by air 
jumped 127 per cent in the 
last three years. 

Just 663 people attempted 
to enter the country by air ille- 
gally in 1995. That soared to 
1,350 in 1996-97 and already 
stands at 1, 130 in the first four 
months of this year. Some of 
tiie increase can be attributed 
to Asians fleeing economic 
problems in fee region and 
there is concern that numbers 
could rocket during fee 2000 
Sydney Olympics, Mr. 
Ruddrx&said 

“We are seeing an increase 
in illegal movements around 
the worid,” he told AFR 
“People smuggling is big 
business and Australia needs 
to be alert to what is happen- 
ing-” 

The illegals took to the air 
after tougher coastal surveil- 


lance virtually halt^feetrade 
in illegal boat people. While 
other spending measures were 
cut to the bone in this year's 
budget, which moved into 
surplus for the first time in 
almost a decade, funding for 
immigration soared. 

Mr. Ruddock said 19.4 mil- 
lion dollars ($13 million) w ill 
be used for more rigorous 
screening measures. 

Coastal surveillance will be 
further tightened and stricter 
entry procedures introduced 
for some travellers. 

Australia currently has 
70,000 “undesirables” on its 
immigration computer data- 
base. More than 20,000 alias- 
es are listed 

Extra Australian-based 
immigration staff mean- 
while, will be posted overseas 
as “to put migration decision- 
making in the hands of for- 
eigners was sboiT-sighted” 
Mr. Ruddock said 

In other measures, the gov- 
ernment said it would retain 
its non-humanitarian migra- 
tion intake for the coming 
financial year at 68,000. 

The focus will again be on 
skilled entrants while parent 
migration will be increased 
Other initiatives include extra 
powers for Mr. Ruddock to 
refuse potential migrants on 
character grounds. Anyone 
who has served more than 12 
months in jail will be auto- 
matically refused entry. 

hi related i mmigra tion fig- 
ures. Indonesia was shown to 
be the top source country fix 
people seeking refugee status 
in Australia, outpacing those 
from China. 

Between July last year and 
March 809 Indonesians, 
many ethnic Chinese, sought 
refugee status in New South 
Wales state. 
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Australian teen gets seven years for murder 
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SYDNEY (AFP) — One of 
Australia's youngest convicted 
killers was sentenced 
Wednesday to a minimum 
seven years in a juvenile deten- 
tion centre for the “vicious and 
cowardly murder” of a British 


tourist 

The 15-year-old boy — who 
was 13 at the time of the killing 
— had pleaded guilty in fee 
New South Wales Supreme 
Coun to the murder of Gawen 
Whalley, 23. who was in 
Australia on a working holi- 


day. 

He was stabbed several 
times wife a butterfly knife on 
April 2, 1996. and left to die on 
a suburban Sydney footpath. 

A co-accused. Richard 
Soriano, now' 20. pleaded 
guilt}’ to Whalley's 
manslaughter 

Justice Carolyn Simpson 
said the death was an example 
of “fee dreadful consequences 
feat can flow’ from the decision 
to carry a knife. 

"The criminal courts are very 


properly taking an increasingly 
serious view of the use of 
knives as weapons." fee said. 

“In doing so, they are doing 
no more than reflecting the 
community’s concern at what 
appears to be an escalation in 
this kind of crime." 

On the day of the murder 
Soriano, the boy and other 
youths were driving in the 
Sydney suburb of Mauaville 
when they saw Whalley and 
derided they would “roll or 
rob” him. Ms. Simpson said. 


Soriano, then 18. assaulted 
Whalley before fee 13-year- 
old produced a knife and 
stabbed him. 

“Mr. Whalley was a law- 
abiding member of the com- 
™mity — he did nothing 
whatsoever to provoke this 
vicious, cowardly attack,” the 
judge said. 

Soriano was sentenced to a 
minimum four-and-a-half 
years’ jaiL 

In sentencing the 15-year- 
old, Ms. Simpson said it was 
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“distressing and extremely dif- 
ficuk to sentence one so young 
for any oflfenoe of vic^oce. tofl 
more so for the crime; ra 
murder.” 

She took into account fee -- i.u 

boy’s mild intrilecliial ^ ;• 

meot, consumption of alcwKx ; ^ 
on the night of fee JriDing : ai» 
his age. ; _ 

“Were it not for fais^dOT)? 
youth and inteHecttial g^^ 
ment, fee sentence 
would naturally 
ty greater” Ms. 
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A rmed not police on the back of motorcycles prepare to fire during dashes with students outside Gaiab Mada uni- 
versity m the cultural heart of Java, 800 km south-east of Jakarta. About 8,000 students took to the streets demand- 
U1 ^Re^w ^hot 1 ) 115 aDt * t ^ C res *S nat * on °f President Suharto. Six people were reported injured during the clash- 


Sierra Leoneans plan 
pro-British march 


FREETOWN (R) — A 
coalition of trade unions 
and civic groups in Sierra 
Leone has called pro- 
British marches for 
Saturday to express support 
for the role of the former 
colonial power in the 
restoration of its ousted 
presidenL 

Representatives of the 
various groups described 
British High Commissioner 
Peter Penfold, a focus of 
allegations of illegal 
British government mili- 
tary involvement in Sierra 
Leone, as a. national hero at 
a meeting Tuesday. 

“Every working person 
will demonstrate in every 
comer of Sierra Leone free 
of fighting... to show sup- 
port for the British govern-* 
meat and its High 
Commissioner .. Peter 
Penfold for what they did 
in helping to free us from 
the yoke of the military 
junta." Hassan Barrie, one 
of the organisers, told 
Reuters. 

Commercial activity was 
expected to grind to a halL 
“Saturday, we will desert 
the markets to demonstrate. 
Nothing will be sold in any 
market in the country until 
after we have demonstrat- 
ed,'’ Grace Palmer, secre- 
tary general of the Market 
Women’s Association, told 
a packed labour congress 
haH 

The British government 
faces opposition charges 
that ministers knew British 
security company Sandline 
international was supplying 
arms and training troops to 
help President Ahmad 
Tejan Kabbah defeat the 
junta which supplanted him 


in May 1997. 

A West African force 
ejected the junta from the 
capital Freetown in 
February. Mr. Kabbah, 
whose 1996 election ended 
four years of army rule, 
returned home in triumph 
in March. Fighting between 
the Nigerian-led force and 
junta loyalists continues in 
the north and east. 

Sandline says it gor the 
approval of foreign office 
officials for the shipment 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook has denied that 
he and his ministers knew 
of Sandline’s involvement 
but opposition politicians 
continue to question 
whether ministers had 
turned a blind eye to a pos- 
sft)Ve,brea^h. JjJ.JS^apnos 
embargo. 

Mr. Kabbah came to 
Britain’s defence by saying 
he received no military 
backing from the govern- 
ment in restoring him to 
power. 

Organisers of the march- 
es recalled that Mr. Penfold 
had stayed behind after all 
other diplomats to try to 
persuade the junta to 
restore Mr. Kabbah to 
power. He then moved to 
neighbouring Guinea 
where Mr. Kabbah’s gov- 
ernment-in -exile was based 
and continued to work for 
the restoration of constitu- 
tional legality, they said. 

‘Teter Penfold is a 
national hero in Sierra 
Leone. We want him to 
come as high commission- 
er in Sierra Leone. Then we 
will put him in a hammock 
and carry him around the 
streets of Freetown." Mr. 
Barrie said. 


German court starts 
CompuServe porn case 


MUNICH (R) — A German 
court opened proceedings 
Tuesday in a case that could 
define local responsibility for 
Pttwgrapby available through 
foe Internet. 

After nearly three years of 
investigations and pre-trial 
bearings, the former head of 
the G erman division of 
U°®pusave On-line service, 
spent his first day in court to 
defend himself against charges 
of distributing ^Hild pomogra- 


Ptosecutors alleged that 
ftfix Somm. 34, should be 
JfK responsible because 
f- on Piserve provided access 
® Germany to ill egal poroo- 
Srapbic pictures and Nazi texts 
™t were available via the 
kdanet . hum computers in 
countries. 

Me. Somm, who left 
CompuServe last year and 
s ? rte d his . own electronic 
COffln *rce consulting firm, 
^d Reamers be expected to be 


A*' 


A~* * lfl^v t 
-■ % 

•' ^ -,11% I s 'J> 


^ ®u convinced that tins 
wurt process will prove ray 
flinocen ce» w be said in a staie- 
“Tb® charges are based 
* misunderstroding of the 
of the Internet and the 
service providere." 

Ml rSomm, . who left 
£®$pserve last July, also said 
authorities 


about the illegal material and 
helped them in their investiga- 
tion. 

He was supported by a uni- 
versity professor who said that 
the m ultim edia law that came 
into force in August last year 
made clear that On-line service 
providers are not responsible 
for the content of the Internet. 

“The accused is not the orig- 
inator of the illegal data, and 
intensively supported the 
Bavarian police in tracking 
down the originators," said 
Ulrich Sieber, 

Under Germany’s informa- 
tion ami communications law, 
Internet access providers gen- 
erally are not held reliable for 
banned material on the 
Internet 

It requires companies that 
provide access and Internet 
content to take reasonable 
measures to block banned 
material, like Nazi literature. 

According to Mr. So mm’s 
attorneys. CompuServe pro- 
vided its subscribers with soft- 
ware that blocks access to 
offensive raateriaL They also 
claim the prosecution’s 
chaises are damaging to the 
development of the Internet in 
Germany. . 

Tbe case will continue until 

May 28. 

CompuServe is now apart of 
America Online Inc. 


U.N. chiefs, 

Clinton parable 
open Cannes festival 


CANNES, France (AFP) — 
The Cannes Film Festival, the 
premier showcase for world 
and independent cinema, 
begins its second half-century 
Wednesday with a classic 
Hollywood tale of ambition 
and betray aL lust and devotion. 

Tbe European premiere of 
■■Primary Colours", a lightly 
disguised account of Bill 
Clinton's 1991 campaign for 
the U.S. presidency, kicks off a 
two-week programme of films 
from 14 countries in the official 
selection plus offerings from 
countless other horizons in the 
parallel sections. 

^Primary Colours" star 
Emma Thompson, who 
achieves a striking physical 
resemblance to Hillary Clinton 
in the film, was unable to resist 
a quick dip in the 
Mediterranean Tuesday. 

She promised there would be 
no repetition of the scandal 
caused on one of her three pre- 
vious visits when she ascended 
the steps of the Palais des 
Festivals wearing jeans. “This 
time I’ve remembered my 
evening dress." she said. 

Festival jury president 
Martin Scorsese was also 
available for photographers 
along the Croiseoe ahead of the 
official presentation of the jury 
later Wednesday. 

Scorsese, a Golden Palm 
winner in 1976 with ‘Taxi 
Driver, gave up the chance to 
present his latest film 
“Kundun", about the Dalai 
Lama, at Cannes in order to 
chair tbe jury. “As I get older," 
he told reporters, “I wonder 
like Alain Resnais whether 
what I like best is making 
movies or watching movies ” 
More than 4,000 journalists 
are expected to descend on the 
southern French resort, whose 
normal population of 70.000 
swells to three or four times 
that number during tbe festival. 

After the hoopla of last 
year’s 50th birthday celebra- 
tions, the festival aims to mm 
the focus back onto films with 
what director Gilles Jacob 
promised would be a pro- 
gramme of “better, gentler” 


movies. The comings arid 
goings along the sea-front will 
as ever form part of the specta- 
cle, however. 

The lobbies of the luxury 
hotels will buzz with wheeling 
and dealing as producers, 
directors and agents haggle and 
schmooze in the hope of get- 
ting a long-cherished project 
off the ground. 

The festival can be counted 
on to produce its ration of mad- 
cap sums aimed at promoting 
Hollywood productions, while 
for many viators the frenzied 
party scene will be the main 
attraction. 

Not only the film world is 
hot-footing ft to Cannes. 

Opening night, with its ritual 
procession of the glitterati up 
the steps of the festival build- 
ing, will this year be notable for 
tbe presence of two U.N. secre- 
taries general the incumbent 
Kofi Annan, currently on busi- 
ness in France, and his prede- 
cessor Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

Other film luminaries due in 
town include Andie 
Mac Dowell Johnny Depp. 
Cameron Diaz. Chariton 
Heston, Irene Papas, Ewan 
McGregor, Janet Leigh, 
Harvey Keitel and Bruce 
Willis. 

One of the most intriguing 
events of the festival will be the 
screening in the “Certain 
Regard" section of the first 
work in more than a decade by 
Sweetish master Ingmar 
Bergman, whose “In the 
Presence of a Clown” was shot 
in video and blown up to 
35mm. 

Bergman, the last of 
Europe’s postwar generation of 
great filmmakers, last year 
received the accolade of a spe- 
cial Palm of Palms award. 

Attentive as ever to past glo- 
ries, the festival this year 
devotes its retrospective season 
to the work of eminent produc- 
ers. notably schlock honor spe- 
cialist Roger Carman and Hsu 
Feng, the Taiwanese forma 
actress who produced the 1993 
Cannes joint Golden Palm 
winner, Chen Kaige’s 
"Farewell to my Concubine.” 


One dead in Jakarta as violence 
explodes over student killings 


JAKARTA (AFP i — 
Hundreds of rioters ram- 
paged across Jakarta 
Wednesday as security 
forces struggled to keep 
order, leaving one person 
dead and nine wounded, 
when anger flared over the 
killing of six students, offi- 
cials and witnesses said. 

Violence also exploded in 
the city of Yogyakarta, 
where thousands of students 
who hurled Molotov cock- 
tails at security forces who 
responded with water can- 
non and tear gas. 

At rallies m Jakarta and 
Yogyakana demonstrators 
shouted slogans against 
President Suharto, who has 
remained in Cairo for a 
meeting of G15 developing 
nations despite the turmoil 
engulfing his country over 
demands for political 
reform and his resignation. 

The violence sent the 
rupiah crashing through the 
psychological 1 0.000 "to the 
dollar barrier and shares 
closed 6.6 per cent lower. 

The troubles in Jakarta 
began when security forces 
fired wanting shots over the 
heads of an angry crowd of 
demonstrators who were 


throwing stones and set 
light to a truck outside 
Trisakti University as 
10.000 people gathered 
inside to mourn the dead 
students. 

It spilled o'.e: into the sur- 
rounding area as mobs 
burned vehicles and pelted 
buildings with stones, 
blocking the main highway 
to Jskana's international 
airporo. 

One man died from a head 
injury and his body was 
taken :o a city hospital by 
the Red Cro>s from a police 
post near the unr. entity, a 
morgue official said. 

Medicai centre officials 
said nine people had been 
injured, one of them with a 
gunshot wound. 

Helicopters could be 
heard buzzing overhead in 
parts of the city away from 
ihe main '.iclence. and anx- 
ious resident* 5i*. ing close to 
the main flashpoints were 
either slaying indoors or 
fleeing to the safety of 
neighbours. 

Staff at the Central Asia 
Eack said the offices of a 
gas station had been set 
alight. Earlier w imesses 
spoke of a petrol tanker 


ablaze. Some 15 cars parked 
outside the luxuiy Ciputra 
shopping mall were system- 
atically attacked by mobs 
who grabbed any kind of 
stick They could use as a 
club and they set them 
alight. 

Two toll-road offices on 
the road were also set on 
fire. “Now the police have 
blocked the toil road, so 
vehicles from Cengkarene 
airport have to turn around 
while, those from the city to 
the airport have had to mm 
back." one witness said. The 
crowds were also destroy- 
ing street lights and road 
signs as they moved east 
towards the predominantly 
Chinese Roxy business dis- 
trict. a staff member at the 
Central Asia Bank said. 
Troops were aLso lowered 
from three helicopters onto 
the roof of Triskaii 
University, where 2,000 sru- 
dents were holding a free- 
speech forum. 

Among ihe mourners who 
gathered earlier in the uni- 
versity were respected 
opposition figures including 
Megawati Sukarnoputri, 
Muslim leader Amien Rais 
and the former Jakarta gov- 


ernor Ali Sadikin. as well as 
students from different uni- 
versities. 

“We as a nation arc in 
mourning.” said Mr. Rais, 
hailing "the students as 
"heroes” who had died in u 
crime against humanity'. 
There were scenes of high 
emotion later at Tanah Kusir 
cemetery in south Jakarta 
where three of the six stu- 
dents were buried, with 
mourners shouting "Allahu 
Akhbar" or God i* great. 

As international condem- 
nation poured down on the 
government, Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas 
denied security forces had 
been issued with real bullets 
and a police spokesman was 
quoted in the Jakarta Post as 
saying the victims were 
“possibly trampled io death 
by their fellow protesters." 

U.S. Secretary of Stale 
Madeleine Albright called 
on the security forces and 
students to "break the cycle 
of violence which appears 
to be emerging." And rights 
group Amnesty 

International condemned 
the shootings as showing 
the government's "contempt 
for human life." 


U.S . 
envoys 
arrive in 
Bosnia 


SARAJEVO i AFP i — 
U.S. special envoys 
Richard Holbrooke and 
Robert Gelbard arrived in 
Sarajevo Wednesday for 
talks with country’s top 
officials. 

Mr. Holbrooke, architect 
of Bosnia peace agreement, 
and Mr. Gelbard were to 
meet here with members of 
Bosnia’s collective presi- 
dency, AJija Izetbegovic. a 
Muslim, and Kresimir 
Zubak, a Croat. 

During the meeting with 
the two envoys Mr. 
Izetbegovic will raise the 
issue of return of refugees, 
his office told .AFP. He will 
emphasise the importance 
of Bosnia receiving the aid 
pledged by the internation- 
al community after the 
1993-95 war as soon as 
possible in order to speed 
up the reconstruction 
process. 

A donors' conference in 
Brussels earlier this month 
raised SI. 2 billion to 
rebuild Bosnia’s war-shat- 
tered economy. 

Later Wednesday, Mr. 
Holbrooke and Mr. 
Gelbard were due to meet 
with officials of the 
Republika Srpska, Serb- 
run half of Bosnia. 

The two envoys held a 
series of talks earlier this 
week with the president of 
neighbouring Yugoslavia. 
Slobodan Milosevic, and 
Kosovo Albanian leader 
Ibrahim Rugova on the 
troubled Serb province, 
mainly inhabited by ethnic 
Albanians. 


Japan’s first sex-change operation approved 


TOKYO (AFP) — A Japanese 
medical school has approved 
die country's first legal sex- 
change operation, agreeing to 
turn a 30-year-old woman into 
man, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Doctors at the Saitama 
Medical School noth of 
Tokyo, wifl perform their first 
operation on the woman, a con- 
struction worker, in June. A 
second operation win follow 
ax months later. 

Last year Japan’s health and 
welfare ministry recognised 
sex-change operations as 
acceptabfe medical procedures. 

Previously, people wanting 
the operation had to spend 
thousands of dollars travelling 
abroad for surgery, although 
many are thought to have 
Iergone illegal backstreet 
operations in Japan. 

‘The operation is to help the 
woman regain her true identity 
and ft will fill the gap between 


ha inner self and outer one," 
said Kazuo Horiuchl a deputy 
director at the medical school. 

The w'oman first asked lor 
the operation six years ago, he 
sakL 

"She will be the first patient 
to go through the sex-change 
surgery and it is on die condi- 
tion fcii she will receive com- 
plete menial support measures 
afterwards.” he said. 

In 1969, a doctor was found 
guilty of breaking Japan's 
Eugenic Protection Law by 
performing a sex-change oper- 
ation on a man without what 
were regarded as the proper 
legal steps. 

The law, which covers opera- 
tions affecting fertility, requires 
in \’ague terms that “necessary" 
steps, including psychologkxtl 
counselling, be taken before an 

operation. 

Some 200 patients have 
approached the medical school 
rtt; king for the surgery, of whom 


70 pa cent were female. 

But only 20 are likely to he 
approved for the operation. 

"People must meet vigorous 
criteria before tbe sutgeiy." Mr. 
Horiuchi said. Under pre-ofer- 
ation guidelines, patients must 
be carefully evaluated by psy- 
chiatrists and take hormone 
injections. 

Mr. Horiuchi said the med- 
ical school’s main worry was 
not the patients' physical 
health, but social and psycho- 
logical pressures. 

“Japan’s social and legal con- 
ditions do not recognise the 
change of gender," he said. 

"Although we can help our 
patients feel at home with their 
true sexuality, we can do linle 
in helping them fight against 
the legal and social pngudice 
shown towards them.” 

The Ministry of Justice said it 
refused to recognise sex- 
eftange operations under the 
law. 


Rwandan ex-PM heaps genocide 
blame on ruling government 


PARIS ; R i — Former 
Rwandan Prime Minister 
Faustir. Twagiramungu 
Tuesday blamed the 1994 
genocide which killed 
hundreds of thousands of 
peopie on a brutal power 
struggle, heaping much of 
the responsibility on the 
current government. 

"The problem was 
power... there was, no 
racial motivation." Mr. 
Twagiramungu told a par- 
liamentary Inquiry into 
French imolvement in 
Rwanda. 

.An estimated 800.000 
Tuisis and moderate 
Hutus were killed by Hum 
extremists in the geno- 
cide. Mr. Twagiramunsu. 
a moderate Hutu, was 
named prime minister by 
the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwandan Patriotic From 
'RPF/ when they took 
power in July 1994 and 
was sacked by them 13 
months later. 

While most Western 
analy its sec recent 
Rwandan history as a 
series of tribal conflicts. 
Mr. Twagiramungu said 
the discord at the time of 
the massacres was all 
about lust for power. 

He said Rwandan 
President Juvenal 

Habyarimana. whose 
plane was shot down by 
an unknown assassin in 


April 1994. triggering the 
massacres, “was never 
accused of being the 
enemy of the Tuisis. They 
prospered under him.” 

“The war of liberation 
was never sought by the 
Tutsis inside Rwanda, nor 
by the Hutus, nor by the 
Tutsi refugees outside of 
Rwanda," he said. 

Asked who stood to gain 
by the fatal April 6, 1994, 
surface-to-air missile 
attack on Habyaritnana's 
plane, Mr. Twagiramungu 
responded: "Only the RPF 
had an interest." 

Responsibility for the 
missile attack has never 
been determined. 

Previous witnesses have 
variously told the special 
parliamentary committee 
that the missile used in the 
attack had come either 
from French armouries or 
from American stocks of 
Russian-made weapons, 
possibly via Uganda. 

Both Paris and 
Washington have denied 
responsibility. The current 
Rwandan government 
refuses to allow an inves- 
tigation of the missile 
attack, Mr. Twagiramungu 
said. 

In hiding immediately 
after the genocide began, 
Mr. Twagiramungu said 
he sent a secret message 
to acquaintances in the 


RPF leadership on April 
11 urging the fighting to 
stop. 

He said he received a 
hand-written reply on 
April 13 staling, "we will 
continue to fight.” 

Even after the slaughter 
of Tutsis ended and the 
RPF took power, "the 
crimes did not stop,” he 
said. "They spread to the 
refugee camps of Zaire." 

He estimated an addi- 
tional 200,000 people — 
Hutus and political foes of 
the RPF — had died since 
July 1994 in this "second 
genocide" which he 
accused the world of 
ignoring. 

"The RPF excel in pub- 
lic relations," he said. 

Mr. Twagiramungu. who 
now* lives in exile in 
Brussels, said at the time 
of the massacres, he 
backed neither the previ- 
ous government nor the 
current one. 

"I cannot say 1 hoped for 
the victory of those who 
were killing the people. 
Nor could I support ihe 
RPF, which also was 
killing people. 1 wanted 
the two sides to listen to 
each other. 

"We did not so into pol- 
itics to kill." he cold the 
committee. "We never 
wished anyone's death." 


Sri Lanka’s Tiger rebel chief 
vows to defend land with life 


COLOMBO I AFP i — 
Sri Lanka's top Tamil 
rebel leader vowed his 
guerrillas would defend 
their land with their lives 
as the defence ministry- 
announced seven more 
Tigers killed as a major 
offensive entered its sec- 
ond year Wednesday. 

Veiupiilai Prubhakaran. 
the head of the separatist 
Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Edam (LTTE), 
said they had set a record 
by tying down govern- 
ment forces in a northern 
jungle area for one year 
by Inflicting heavy loss- 
es. 

“We love ihis iWanni) 
land more than our 
lives." Mr. Prabhakaran 
said in a Statement 
broadcast over his clan- 
destine Voice of Tigers 
radio monitored in the 
northern town of 
Vavuniya. 

He wanted a "river of 
blood" would flow and 
thousands of soldiers 
would die if the govern- 
ment persisted in push- 
ing with iis campaign to 
capture a 76-kilorhetre 


highway in the north of 
the country. 

The rebel chief said 
Tigers have been able to 
stall the military cam- 
paign conducted within 
the Wanni jungle region. 

His siatemem came as 
the defence ministry said 
seven more Tiger guer- 
rillas were killed by the 
security forces in the 
north of the country in 
four separate confronta- 
tions Tuesday. 

"Troops continue to 
operate ahead of 
defences.” the ministry 
said in a statement, 
adding the offensive 
code-named “Sure 
Victory” which began on 
May 13 last year was 
continuing. 

Mr. Prabhakaran said 
they lost 1.300 cadres in 
the past year and claimed 
they killed more than 

3.000 government sol- 
diers and wounded other 

7.000 since the military 
mounted the ongoing 
offensive last year. " 

"Our cadres enjoy very 
high morale." ’ Mr. 
Prabhakaran said. “We 


have had new experi- 
ences. we have become 
stronger and w»e have 
captured more weapons 
from the army.” 

The Figure given by 
Mr, Prabhakaran was 
less than the 1.700 the 
Tigers had admitted los- 
ing at a public meeting in 
the rebel-held area of 
Madhu, residents in 
Vavuniya said. 

Security forces claim 
to have captured two- 
thirds of the A-9 high- 
way and lost about 1 ,400 
troopers. They claim to 
have killed more than 
3,600 Tiger guerrillas. 

Meanwhile, the LTTE’s 
London office in a state- 
ment sent here said they 
planned to mark the first 
anniversary Wednesday 
of the biggest military 
offensive against them as 
a “virtual defeat” of the 
army. 

The LTTE's London 
office people had organ- 
ised religious, cultural 
and political events for 
the anniversary in areas 
held by the rebels in the 
north of the country. 
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Milestone for 
Palestinians, Israelis 


THE ARAB World, and especially the 
Palestinians, mark the 50th anniversary of the 
‘‘nakbeb” (catastrophe), the establishment of 
the state of Israel on Arab land and the begin- 
ning of a Palestinian era of struggle and exile. 

The commemoration. May 15, of this ti nman 
and political tragedy, which turned an entire 
people into homeless refugees, is becoming 
increasingly more painful as hope for a resolu- 
tion fades. 

The Arab-lsraeli peace process, which gave 
rise to hopes that finally the tragedy might end, 
is today collapsing as a result of the intransi- 
gence and stalling by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. After the 1993 Oslo 
agreements, the Palestinians had hope that they 
would restore their national rights by the time 
Israel was celebrating its 50th anniversary. 

But Israel, under Netanyahu, is backing out of 
the agreements it sigped and is long overdue 
with its commitment to withdraw from 40 per 
cent of the West Bank. It makes it crystal clear 
every day that it has no intention of withdraw- 
ing from any parts of the West B ank that it still 
holds, brushing aside U.S. advice and turning 
down Washington's initiatives to mediate. 

Not only that, Netanyahu and his coalition 
government seem to ignore the fact that their 
attitude towards the Palestinians has immediate 
repercussions on their relations with Jordan 
and Egypt and on the prospects of peace on the 
'other. Arab fronts. 

, Jprdan signed the 1994 peace treaty with 
Israel^because it .firmly , believes .in a lasting, 
comprehensive and just peace that will restore 
the Palestinians' national rights and the 
Syrians' and Lebanese occupied territories. 

Because the Palestinian question remains the 
core of the Arab-lsraeli conflict, there surely 
can be no peace in the region without settling 
that question once and for all. 

If Israel wants a real peace with the Arabs, it 
must first achieve a real peace with the 
Palestinians, by recognising their right to estab- 
lish their own state on their own soil, and their 
right to retnra to their homes in Palestine. 

Arabs only see in Israel's treatment of the 
Palestinians a confirmation of the notion that 
Israel wants to spread its hegemony in the 
region. 

The current Israeli policies towards the 
Palestinians are threatening to throw the region 
once more into turmoil. 

At fifty, Israel should realise that unless it 
resorts to a historical compromise with the 
Palestinians, the people who inhabit Palestine, 
Christian, Muslim and Jew, will all continue to 
suffer in the years to come. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Dustour’s Ishaq Farhan Wednesday said that in 
light of Israel’s total rejection of the idea of compre- 
hensive peace and the return of the occupied Arab lands 
there is no alternative to enhancing the Islamic resis- 
tance forces in Palestine to pursue the struggle against 
Zionism and occupation. The writer said Netanyahu 
who is refusing to give back even 10 per cent of the 
occupied West Bank to the Arabs is assured of contin- 
ued support from Britain and the U.S. and is encour- 
aged by the two powers to defy the world community. 
In the writer's view, Blairs recent moves in the region 
were not at all meant to help peddle the European 
Union’s ideas on peace but rather to reassure the 
Israelis of Britain’s continued backing. He said despite 
the recurrent visits of U.S. and British envoys to the 
region, one can see that the Israelis are more adamant 
than ever before, and this reasserts the belief that the 
two powers are interfering not to see a lasting settle- 
ment but rather to encourage the Zionists to pursue their 
objectives. The writer said only through conflict and 
resistance can the Palestinians regain their rights. 


A1 Arab A1 Ya Win’s Taher Adwan criticised the 
numerous and unnecessary visits by government minis- 
ters abroad saying that these visits are by no means 
matched by their opposite numbers in any other Arab 
or foreign country. The writer said the ministers ought 
to assign some time for visits to the different regions of 
Jordan where they can hear numerous complaints from 
the public. There are real social, economic, agricultural 
and industrial problems which ought to be given serious 
attention, noted the writer. He said by learning about 
these problems, the ministers will be in a better position 
to suggest solutions to the Cabinet meetings and by 
interacting with their countrymen, these ministers will 
earn more credibility for the government. Indeed, many 
of the complaints are not impossible to solve but it takes 
the ministers to visit the sites of the problems in order 
to be able to take the appropriate decisions, added the 
writer. He said Jordan is in need of officials who can 
focus more on internal issues and help Find solutions by 
moving close to the heart of the problems. 


View from AcademiaView from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Mideast peace: The pressure is on 


IF ONE were to think of a single word that sums up both 
the dil emma of Mideast peace today and the way out of the 
dilemma, it would most probably be "pressure.” 
Paradoxically, significant pressure is on and at the same 
time required. 

On the one hand, there is pressure on everyone involved 
in the Middle East peace process, be they peace partner, a 
peace patron or a peace advocate. There is pressure on the 
Arab countries which have signed peace agreements with 
Israel and are anxiously awaiting to move more speedily in 
the direction of peace-building. In fact, the process of 
peace-building, which witnessed a great momentum at one 
point, is almost dead now. There is pressure on Arab coun- 
tries which have not yet concluded peace agreements with 
Israel, even though such countries are willing to engage in 
serious peace talks. There is also pressure on the European 
partners who wish to live up to the expectations of allies in 
the Middle East region, but whose power is curtailed by a 
great many considerations and inhibitions. 

And there is pressure on all peace advocates in Israel 
itself, Palestine, the Arab World, and the globe at large who 
feel time is running out and who are losing to sceptics and 
cynics, if not to the enemies of peace. 

A friend of mine who still happens to be optimistic and 
enthusiastic about peace was asked the other day by a 
friend of his who is neither optimistic nor enthusiastic: If 
the Israeli government is unwilling to give up in this tran- 
sitional stage, for the sake of its “godmother** and 
“provider" America, 2-4 per cent of the land it has occupied 
by force, how much will it give up from the rest of the 
occupied Palestinian territory for the sake of its Palestinian 
peace partners? “Wake up man, there is no peace.” Peace 
advocates in the Middle East are in a vulnerable and almost 
ludicrous situation. 

Most of the pressure, however, is on Yasser Arafat, 
Benyamin Netanyahu and Bill Clinton. President Arafat (as 
the case with Palestinians at large) is in a fix. The joke 
about Gaza and Jericho being first and last is fast becoming 


a reality. While the situation in the Palestinian territories is 
stable so far. the Israeli government’s intransigence may 
incapacitate the moderates and open the doors wide for the 
extremists to thrive and perhaps take over. Asked the other 
day by a European reporter about whether Palestinians still 
have faith in the peace process, Arafat answered: “Until 
now yes.” God knows how long such faith remains. 

Netanyahu is not helping. The other day he said some- 
thing to the effect rhar Pales tinians already have control 
over all Palestinian lands which have Palestinian inhabi- 
tants. The rest of the land (under Israeli control) is, in his 
opinion, vacant, and is needed for Israel’s security. What a 
great statement, and what great logic. This may be a 
manoeuvre, a tactic, a means of pressure; nevertheless, I do 
not think that it helps the cause of peace in any way. 

There is a great deal of pressure on Arafat to break the 
current stalemate, to the. satisfaction of the Palestinians, of 
course. There can be no compromises on the part of the 
Palestinians because as Arafat has aptly put it, there cannot 
be a “compromise on a compromise.’' Arafat is between a 
rock (the Palestinians expecting a breakthrough) and a hard 
place (his partner Netanyahu not budging an inch). 

Premier Netanyahu himself is under pressure. There are 
those in Israel (his political opponents, the peace advo- 
cates, etc.); there is indirect American pressure; there is 
indirect European pressure; there is pressure from the Arab 
World and the international community. Most of the pres- 
sure, however, lies in the fact that very few people believe 
that be is serious about peace. Most see him as deliberate- 
ly procrastinating and subverting the peace process. The 
real pressure on him then is to prove to everyone that he in 
fact is serious about peace, and that he means what he says 
in this regard. He keeps repealing that his is the only Israeli 
government that can deliver and achieve peace with the 
Palestinians and Arabs. Well, action only proves the truth of 
words. The pressure is on Him to convince us that he is seri- 
ous about peace. That can only be done by doing one thing, 
and one thing only: implementation of peace agreements 


Will -he, --Ijgg| 


and withdrawal from occupied territory. — 

Rabin or even Begin, surprise us and become a peacemaS*: 
er? 


But there is also pressure on President Bill Clinton. Sof^ 
far, Israel has not (in Clinton’s second term of office)^ 
responded positively to any of his ini natives. Not only does* 
Netanyahu turn a deaf ear to him, but he is using his siip-| 
porters in America and Congress to curb and annul any^ 
possible move that Clinton is contemplating. That 81 UAj 
senators who sig ned a letter (upon Netanyahu s request - \ 
directly or indirectly, it makes little difference) asking J 
Clinton not to publish his own proposals for breaking the] 
stalemate (let alone pressure Israel) is quite telling. To-; 
many in our part of the world char means one thing: The; 
U.S. president is held hostage to the pro-Israeli lobby’s ; 
whims and wishes. This is what many peace opponents and 
sceptics have been telling us for years; and this is exactly 
the moment and the time when their hypotheses and theo- 
ries (which some among us have tried not to take serious- 
ly) are beginning to look powerful and appealing. Clinton 
is also between a rock and a hard place. 

But President Clinton’s situation is egregiously. ironic: he 
is being pressured, and is yet expected to exert pressure. 
Will he be able to break lose from this imprisoning irony 
and bring peace to the Middle East before his term is over 
and before the new millennium begins? If the Israeli prime 
mini ster hims elf does not co me around and ease the pres- 
sure on himself and on everyone else who cares about 
Mideast peace, the ball will unavoidably be in Clinton’s 
court The image of “chicken-hearted” America, about 
which we have been hearing increasingly lately, must be 
taken seriously. For this to happen, direct or indirect pres- 
sure (lots of it) must be exerted on the Israeli government 
Until the conflict is resolved peacefully, however, everyone- 
will be under pressure. 



Extend the liberal order to all of Europe 


By Timothy Garton Ash 


OXFORD. England — The attempt to cre- 
ate European Monetary Union points us 
Europeans towards the unattainable and 
questionable goal of “unity” in a part of 
Europe. NATO enlargement steers us 
toward the desirable and attainable goal of 
liberal order in the whole of Europe. 

It is by now commonplace to observe that 
Europe lacks the labour mobility, price and 
wage flexibility and substantial fiscal 
transfers between states that together. make, 
monetary union work in the United States. 
Nor does Europe have the common lan- 
guage. way of life and single democratic 
polity that make such things possible. 

Euro-optimists argue thai the new euro 
will itself bring about both more economic 
flexibility, which Continental politicians 
have largely foiled to achieve in their own 
countries, and more political unification. 
That is, the currency will create the condi- 
tions for its own survival. It's a lot to ask of 
a little coin. 

The underlying gamble is that the failure 
of monetary union would compel 
European leaders to take the difficult steps 
that they have not been prepared to tab: 
before. If before 1989 it was the fear of 
Soviet communism that helped to drive 
forward West European integration, now it 
is to be the fear of failure. 

Yet this fear is a somewhat abstract 
threat, especially in a country like 
Germany, where two-thirds of the popula- 
tion stiU does cot want to give up the 
strong and well-tried Deutsche mark for 
the untried euro. 

Actually, the Germans might be glad to 
have the mark back. And European politics 
is still national. 

The strains of carrying out monetary 
union will be expressed through national 
elections. If things go quite well for a year 
or two, the Euro-optimists will scoff at us 


doubters. But once it becomes apparent 
that some countries are doing better than 
others, and unemployment rises from its 
already very high levels, populist politi- 
cians will blame monetary union. 

As we have seen with the successes of 
the ultranationalist Jean-Marie Le Pen in 
France and, most recently, of the extreme 
right-wing German People's Union in 
Saxony-Anhalt, some politicians are 

already scoring with 

such arguments. 

If, as seems likely, 
the German 1 govern- 
ment - that u emerges 
from * this autumn's 
elections is a “grand 
coalition” of Christian 
Democrats and Social 
Democrats, then the 
votes of the discontent- 
ed will strengthen the 
extremes of left and 
right (as happened 
with the last “grand 
coalition" from 1966 
to 1969), since the two 

main parties will both 

be in power. Italian politics is also vulner- 
able to a growth of both extremes. 

Meanwhile, France and Germany are still 
divided about how the new currency 
should be managed: by fully independent 
central bankers, on the Bundesbank model, 
or partly also by politicians, with an eye to 
employment and fixing the euro-doll ar rate 
to help boost European exports. 

I am not arguing that monetary union 
will necessarily fall apart under these 
strains, and Europe with it. But it will be a 
very rough ride for some years to come. 

This is only half the story. The other half 
is that coping with the strains will continue 
to divert European leaders’ attention from 
the truly historic task of spreading the lib- 


European Union (EU) to the less fortunate 
parts of the continent where there is still a 
real danger of war. 

The plain fact is that our leaders set the 
wrong priority after the end of the cold 
war. For 40 years we had lived in a divided 
house. In the Western half we had renovat- 
ed, rewired, knocked rooms together, 
redecorated, while the Eastern half fell 
apart. Then in 1989 the wall came down. 

What did our leaders 

do? They decided that 


The strains of earning what h “““ 

- j r w -rr urgently 'needfed- was ‘a 
. out monetary union - : - brand-new, :computer- 

... t" : ' li controlled 1 systefn" of 

will be expressed 


through national elec- 
tions. If things go quite 
well for a year or two, 
the Euro-optimists will 
scoff at us doubters. 


eral order that we already have inside the 


air-conditioning, in the 
Western half. And 
while we set about 
installing it, the poor 
tenants in the Eastern 
half were left to deal as 
best they could, with 
minimal help from us. 

Some, like the Poles, 
Hungarians and 

Czechs, managed an 

incredible feat of do-it- 

yourself renovation. But others started 
burning the furniture and fighting instead. 
We fiddled in Maastricht while Sarajevo 
began to burn. 

Today, nine years later, reports of the last 
preparations for monetary union compete 
with those of imminent war in Kosovo. 

True, the EU has finally opened enlarge- 
ment negotiations with five post- 
Communist countries: Poland, Hungary, 
the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Estonia. 
But the word in Brussels is that the earliest 
they are likely to join is 2003. 

There is a real danger that the voters and 
special interest groups of Western Europe 
will balk at the costs of enlargement 

West German taxpayers, for example, 
have been asked to pay many billions of 


dollars for unification. 

Now they are being asked to accept cuts 
in welfare spending and to have their sav- 
ings converted into a currency that will, 
let's be realistic, be somewhat softer than 
the mark. 

Being asked to pay for enlargement could 
be the last straw. Right-wing populists — 
not friends, traditionally, of the Poles or 
Czechs — are sure to put it that way to vot- 
ers. So here, too, there is an awkward ten- 
sion between monetary union and enlarge- 

1 n* . ; nr hi -•••** -« .»•- 

Having come this far, we .must try to 
^^piopqtiaty'liaion w-o^Jut fehoulfl 
remember that Europe has embarked on a 
course fraught with unnecessary risk. 

For all its faults, the EU is a precious 
model of liberal order. It is a system with 
permanent institutionalised ways to 
resolve conflicts, supported by a frame- 
work of common law and a common mar- 
ket — something unprecedented in 
European history. But it is precisely this 
great achievement that is imperilled by the 
forced march to unity through money. 
Here, as so often, the best is the enemy of 
the good. 

Even if monetary union works in itself, it 
may still hinder us in the immense task of 
extending the liberal order to the whole of 
Europe — the task that we should have 
made our top priority after the end of the 
cold war. 

Fortunately, NATO has stepped in where 
the EU failed to tread, and the Senate’s 
decision in Washington is reason for cele- 
bration. But the rest will be up to us 
Europeans. 


The writer, a fellow of St. Antony's College. 
Oxford, is the author, most ■ recently; of 
“The File: A Personal History." 


— International Herald Tribune 


G-8: The debt summit? 


By G wynne Dyer 


IT LOOKED set to be Banality Week in Birmingham. Last 
weekend England's second city hosted the Eurovision 
Song Contest, and this weekend it's the G-7 Economic 
Summit (or GS, counting Russia). 

The Eurovision Song Contest is a festival of blandness in 
which pop groups from two dozen European countries vie 
to be inoffensive enough to gamer the winning combina- 
tion of votes. A favourite tactic is to sing songs with no 
real words in them, so that no language is favoured over 
any other. 

Past Eurovision winners include ‘Boom Bang-a-Bang’ 
(1969), ‘Dinge Dinge Dong' (1975), ‘A Ba Ni Bi' (1978), 
‘Diggi Loo-Diggi Ley’ (1984), and Spain’s majestic 1968 
composition ‘La, la, la’ (repeat 138 times). The commu- 
niques after most recent economic summits have been 
equally meaningful. But this year’s Eurovision contest 
was won by Dana International (Nee Yaron Cohen), an 
Israeli transsexual who is the very opposite of bland, so 
maybe there's also hope for the Economic Summit meet- 
ing on 15-17 May. 

The first summit, 23 years ago, was a tightly focussed 
meeting at which the leaders of the five biggest Western 
economies, the United States, Japan, Britain, France and 
Germany, gathered virtually without staffs for an informal 
two-day brain-storming session on specific economic 
issues. But then inflation set in. 

Italy demanded to be included because it has as many 
people as France or Britain, and Canada insisted that since 
its economy was bigger than Italy’s, it must be invited sis 
well. Latterly Russia has been coming along loo, though it 
is still excluded from one key economic session- At the 
same time, the list of topics grew until it now takes teams 
of ‘sherpas* half the year to prepare the summit’s largely 
pre-digested final communique. 

The event gradually degenerated into an annual photo op 


where national leaders played at being statesman and little 
of substance happened. But Britain's new Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, this year’s host, was so appalled by the empti- 
ness and forility of last year’s su mmi t in Denver (‘a mile 
high, a foot deep,' somebody called it) that he resolved this 
year in Birmingham would be different 

Blair proposal that the leaders focus on just a few issues 
— international crime, employment and poor-country 
debt — while their foreign and finance ministers, meeting 
separately, dealt with the rest of the agenda. The foreign 
and finance ministers duty met in London last weekend, 
issuing a plan for information-sharing to ward off future 
replays of the Asian financial crisis that will be rubber- 
stamped by the leaders this weekend. But there's also a 
chance that they will get serious about Third World debt 

The leaders can’t really do much collectively about 
employment or international crime, but debt is different 
Few problems in the world cause more human pain than 
the crushing debts of the poorest countries, and few prob- 
lems would be more painless to solve. For the actual 
amounts owed by the very poor countries are mere pocket 
change for the nations at the Birmingham summit 

“Countries never go bust” said Writer Wriston, head of 
the giant Citicorp bank back in the 70s when petrodollars 
flooded the. market interest rates were low. and Third 
World countries were encouraged to borrow up to the hilt 
Wriston was quite righL 

Interest rates rose, and the export commodities from 
which most Third World countries earn their foreign 
exchange fell to prices as low as those in the great depres- 
sion. By the 80s, debt repayments were eating up most of 
the money that the poorest bonowers earned abroad; 
Uganda's debt is three times its annual export income, 
Ethiopia’s is ten times, Mozambique’s is thirteen times. 
But countries can't just go bankrupt and start over. 

Since 1988 the ‘Paris Club' of the main lender countries 
has made some initiatives to lessen the debt burdens of the 


worst affected countries. Blit in sub-Saharan Africa^ home 
of 33 of the 41 ‘Highly Indebted Poor Countries' (HIPCs), 
governments are still spending four times as much on debt 
repayment to rich countries as on health and education ser- 
vices for their own people. 

As a direct consequence only one African child in two is 
m school, and in some countries one-third of the children 
die before the age of five. “Asia’s problems can be solved 
m a few years,” points out Britain’s Chancellor Gordon 
Brown, but without a concerted effort Africa’s crisis will 

£ 0I SSSf’™, I . , s 25 I P wn is toe summit to agree that 

by 2000 all 41 Highly Indebted Poor Countries’ will start 
getting debt relief that reduces their repayments to 20-25 
per cent of export earnings. It needs a summit decision, 
pccause so far only one HIPC, Uganda, has actually had 
its debts cut, and that only happened last month. Only 
three others — Bolivia. Guyana, and Burkina Faso — have 
even been given dates when the relief will start. 

Other people argue that the HIPC initiative is still not 
nearly enough to rescue these countries from debt slavery. 
Jubilee -.000, a coalition of more than 70 aid agencies, 

™ reli S ioas plans to throw a human 

coain of 40,000 protesters around the Biraringham confer- 
' en * B ° n Saturday to ask that the rich countries sim- 
P L Cance 11,6 debts of the very poorest. 

Most of the HIPCs have already paid back more than the 
total of their original loans in interest. Yet few of thein 
nave made a dent in the principal, and most now owe more 
man ever. The enure amount at stake is far less than the 
toe lender countries for a single year, 
5^, bl,ghtS toe lives of over half a billion people arid 
djuectly causes the deaths of at least a million children 
eacn year. 

a ^ rs the conference centre are not wicked • 
a wa y hom toe realities of paver- 
vdlagcs - But maybe, this time, they 
W1U find the imagination and compassion to act. 
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50 years on 


1948-1998 


Thursday-Friday, May 14-15, 1998 

4 special Jordan Times supplement marking the 50th anniversary 
of the Palestinian Nakbeh (catastrohpe) of 1948 

Transforming memory 
into maps, political action 


Rami G. Khouri 

THIS IS a year of ghosts in the Middle East, 
ghosts that haunt and ghosts that remind, 
ghosts that have come to haunt this year’s 
dual 50th anniversary commemorations of 
the 1948 Palestinian Nakbeh and Israeli 
statehood. They return from the past to 
speak to us of historical deeds whose impact 
remains very much alive in our world today. 
The creation of Israel and the mass dis- 
placement, dispossession, occupation and 
exile of most Palestinians in 1948 ushered in 
a half century that has been defined by 
recurring wars and continued conflict 
between Israelis and Arabs. The ghosts of 
die past and the traumas they represent have 
returned this year with striking intensity, 
reflected most particularly in the nature and 
focus of the remembrance on the Palestinian 
and Arab side. 

Two aspects of this seem to me to be polit- 
ically and historically significant: 1) All 
over. the world and even in Israel itselTfo an 
extent, pa^el nanativeslrecount the conifi- 
’tiorimd mind-sets of bottT Tsraebs^aiM 
Palestinians, clearly affirming the symbiotic 
and eternally linked fates of the Palestinian 
and Israeli people; and, 2) Palestinians 
around the world have dramatically reaf- 
firmed their long attachment to their lands 
and villages in Palestine — by both remem- 
bering their trauma of ethnic cleansing and 
exile at the hands of Jewish armed forces, 
and simultaneously reasserting their deep 
and continuing links with their ancestral 
homeland. 

The Palestinian narrative of attachment to 
the land is not an episodic media event that 
is manifested here and there, or now and 
then, for purposes of political drama or 
emotional entertainment. The striking — 
even epic and heroic — dimension of the 
long Palestinian experience since the earli- 
est encounters with Zionism has been the 
consistent determination simply to live a 
free and dignified life in one’s own home- 
land and ancestral landscape — a simple 
human refusal to be evicted and dehuman- 
ised. The focus of Palestinian resistance to 
Zionism in mid-century and today remains 
firmly anchored in very local places — vil- 
lages, agricultural fields, bedouin encamp- 
ments, urban neighbourhoods, bits of sea 
coast, highland pasture lands, coastal ham- 
lets, and other such traditional configura- 
tions for ancient identities. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the 50th 
anniversary commemoration of the Nakbeh 
should see Palestinians recounting their 
expulsions from their homes and local 
places. For when Palestine was torn asunder 
in 1947-48 the Palestinians broadly did not 
enjoy well established national institutions 
or identities. The common Palestinian expe- 
rience of displacement and exile was 
defined primarily by detachment from an 
ancestral village, town or other small locali- 
ty — and thus the Palestinian remembrance 
<tf the Nakbeh this year emphasises people’s 
continuing attac hment to those same small 
places. This is why when you ask 
Palestinians today where they come from, 
they do not say Palestine, they say Jaffa, 
Ramleh, Abu Kishk, Salama, Abu Shusha. 
or die hundreds of other very local places 
that defined their lives and culture. The 
profound implications of what is going on in 
the hearts, minds, memories, homes and 
offices of Palestinians throughout the world 
should not be miswl- the painful memories 
°f the .hundreds of lost Palestinian villages 
slowly being transformed into a new 
form of political action that squarely chal- 
lenges Israel on the momentous battlefield 
°f attachment to the land. Instead of merely 
bemoaning the villages, lands and towns 
that were lost in 1947-48, Palestinians are 
^ttdeing diligently to document the many 
different dimensions of those places and 
dfcir relations to them: the history and cul- 
tare of their villages, how they were lost to 
Jonist forces in 1947-48, what remains 
®ere today, the legal status and value of the 
“tate and properties, where fee Palestinians 
these villages live today, and other 
tissues. 

This is a tiifficiilr and painful process — — 
“°t also an energising and empowering one. 


It marks the mass Palestinian altit udinal 
transition from being fee helpless victims of 
history to becoming actors who forge histo- 
ry. At fee end of the 20th century, 
Palestinians are going through the same alti- 
tudinal and political process feat some early 
Zionists went through at fee end of fee 1 9th 
Century — against substantia] odds, they 
are directing their political activism towards 
an audacious goal of returning to live in 
peace and dignity in Palestine. 

Early Zionists claimed the right to live in 
Palestine on the basis of their self-declared 
ancestral and biblical associations wife fee 
land; they remembered their “City of 
David” in Jerusalem, and their memories 
successfully propelled them to live in that 
place again. The Palestinians today are arm- 
ing themselves wife the equally powerful 
ammunition of historical memory of life on 
specific pieces of land in Palestine — but 
with the significant difference that most 
Palestinians today also hold fee keys to the 
doors of their houses fiom'which they’ were 
expelled or fled, and die deeds to their landsi 
in Palestine that 1 their families had lived on 
for centuries or more. 

The most powerful work that 1 have seen 
to date on the reconstruction of the 
Palestinian reality in 1947-48 is a map and 
register of Palestinian localities that were 
depopulated in 1948, compiled by the 
Kuwait-based Palestinian businessman-his- 
torian Salman Abu-Sitta. He has spent years 
painstakingly researching every place from 
which Palestinians fled or were expelled in 
1947-48. He has used and built on fee exist- 
ing works of Palestinian and Israeli scholars, 
and added new sites (mainly in fee 
Naqab/Negev area) to come up with a list of 
depopulated Palestinian localities that he 
believes is both comprehensive and accu- 
rate. The result of his work is a rather stun- 
ning map entitled “Palestine 1948, 50 Years 
After A1 Nakbeh: the towns and villages 
depopulated by the Zionist invasion of 
1948.” He lists a total of 531 localities, 
including bedouin encampments and lands 
that were usually not listed in earlier schol- 
ars’ fists (the main earlier ones being Walid 
Khalidi’s list of 418 Palestinian villages that 
were depopulated, destroyed or reoccupied 
by Israelis, and fee Israeli historian Benny 
Morris' list of 369 villages and towns fear 
partly draw on recently released Israeli his- 
torical information). Abu-Sitta’s total of 53 1 
localities significantly expands fee size of a 
population transfer that was already large 
and traumatic. 

Abu-Sitta’s colour-coded map shows fee 
location of every Palestinian place that was 
depopulated, and provides information on 
when and how it was depopulated. Some 
villages and towns were subjected to Jewish 
attacks in the period between fee U.N. parti- 
tion plan and the onset of the Zionist Plan 
Dalet campaign to expel Palestinians from 
some strategic areas before fee British left 
Palestine (November 1947-March 1948). 
Other places were depopulated between 
March and May 1948. again before the end 
of the British mandate and the withdrawal of 
British troops. Some Palestinian population 
centres were depopulated during 1948, up to 
fee first truce (May 16-June 12, 1948), in fee 
period June 13-October 13, 1948 up to fee 
second truce, or in the period of October 14, 
1948 to July 20, 1949 when all Armistice 
agreements were signed. 

The map and register also explain why and 
how each settlement was depopulated — 
whether because of Jewish attacks and/or 
massacres (270 localities), forced expulsion 
by Jewish forces (122), psychological war- 
fare (12), fear of Jewish attack or being 
caught up in fee fighting (38), fear after 
hearing of fee fell of nearby Arab towns 
(49), abandonment on Arab orders (6), or 
othet/unknown causes (34). 

Jewish colonies in Palestine in 1948 are 
listed on fee map, as are Palestinian towns 
feat are now inhabited by Israelis. Equally 
striking on fee map are several tables listing: 

the districts where the displaced 

Palestinians came from, giving their num- 
bers in 1948 and today (i.e.. 805,067 dis- 
placed Palestinians in 1948 now number 
4.942 million); (fee number of displaced 
Palestinians from 1948 remains contested. 


with Israelis giving a lower estimate of 
around 520,000, and most U.N. and inde- 
pendent estimates around 650,000- 
750.000): 

— fee 33 towns and villages that were 
subjected to Jewish terror and massacres, 
with dates for each one; 

— fee period in which the Palestinians left 
their localities <52 per cent of the 
Palestinians, from 213 localities. left while 
fee British mandate was still in effect, 42 per 
cent left during the 1948 war, and 6 percent 
left after fee Armistice agreements); 

— the place of residence of the Palestinian 
refugees today (Jordan 2.328 million. West 
Bank 1.596 million. Gaza Strip 1.004 mil- 
lion, Israel 953.497, Syria 465,662, 
Lebanon 430.1 S3, Saudi Arabia 274,762, 
etc.). 

The register that accompanies the map has 
even more detailed information on fee status 
of fee Palestinian localities in 1948 and 
today. 

" Tfie significance of this project is not pri- 
marily, in tfce^specific facts feat it provides 

— for many of these facts were known 
before, many are still disputed by 
Palestinian and Israeli historians, and some 
of the information will change in line with 
new historical research. Its significance, 
rather, rests in its symbolism as the new bat- 
tleground of the Arab-Israeli conflict. This 
is not only a map of territory feat was lost to 
Israel, but of places whose identity and own- 
ership remain contested by Israelis and 
Palestinians who share an equal love for fee 
place. 

This is not a map about fee past, but one 
about the present and the future, about the 
very active sense of Palestinian attachment 
to specific places and pieces of land in 
Palestine. It vividly manifests the strong and 
intensifying Palestinian determination to 
right fee wrongs of the past, most particular- 
ly by deepening people’s links to their 
ancestral villages in Palestine. 

To put these places on a paper map — wife 
names, symbols, populations, and fee size of 
their agricultural or pastoral hinterlands — 
is more than an act of historical cartography. 

It is also a reflection of cultural vigour and 
political determination of the highest magni- 
tude. No wonder Abu-Sitta quotes the Israeli 
writer Uri Avneri as saying that fee 
Palestinian maps of 1948 showing “hun- 
dreds of towns and villages feat disap- 
peared... are more daneerous than any 
bomb.” 

The 50 years commemorations of fee 
Nakbeh and Israeli statehood reflect the 
simultaneous vitality of both human cul- 
tures and political realities. The Palestinians 
in a century’ have experienced many of the 
same historical pains feat Jew’s have suf- 
fered over the past two and a half millennia 

— forced exile, dispossession, dispersal, 

longing for home, subjugation, ethnic 
cleansing, massacres, vilification, and virtu- 
ally everything else except being subjected 
to a genocidal eradication. The Nakbeh 
commemoration this year also shows that 
Palestinians have fee same determination to 
return and live in their ancestral lands as fed 
the early Zionists a century ago. In this 
respect, the Nakbeh commemoration is not 
about what was lost, but rather about what 
has been retained in the memories and lives 
of Palestinians around the world. It speaks 
not of pity, uncertainty, and helplessness, 
but of pride, certitude, and resoluteness. 
The hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 
who were displaced in 1947-48 now number 
nearly seven million, and every’ single one of 
them is patiently plotting his and her ances- 
tral village in Palestine on maps that are 
becoming larger and more accurate with 
time. This should be a signal to Israelis and 
Jews that this conflict must be resolved 
through inclusion, mutual respect and 
accommodation — rather than through any 
exclusivist claims to eternal sovereignty 
once upon a time unilaterally offered by 
deities that were young, jealous and violent. 
(The map is available from PRC, Crown i 
House, North Circular Road, London 
NWI07PN. U.K.. tel 44 181 4530919). , 

The writer is a political columnist and 
publisher. ' 



Losing her tent in the winter storms of February 1969 was a major tragedy for this displaced Palestinian 
refugee woman who found shelter in Baqaa refugee camp, north of Amman (UNRWA photo) 


Road to reconciliation 


Alia A. Toukan 

PERHAPS IT was the power of history that scared fee 
Israelis. This could be the reason the Beirut-based PLO 
archive centre documenting Palestinian losses was one 
of the first tarsets cf Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in 
1982. 

As if fee memory of all fear had been lost by fee 
Palestinians would be forgotten wife fee disappearance 
of fee archives. 

Fifty years since fee Palestinian Nakbeh. the wounds 
inflicted on its victims are still open and raw. The con- 
stant memory of w hat many of them have endured for 
half a century, and their yearning to return to their 
home, have not been erased. .... 

It will take more than just a Palestinians stare in fee 
West Bank and fee Gaza Strip for a reconciliation 
between the Palestinians and fee Israelis, say analysts 
and sociologists. Such a rapprochement can only hap- 
pen if there is sufficient recognition by fee Jewish State 
of its responsibility for the Nakbeh, they say. 

•There was an active and systematic drive by Israel to 
displace fee Palestinians and to get them out of their 
land,” says University of Jordan fUJi sociology 
Professor Musa Shiewi. “Based on this, the Israelis 
must accept moral responsibility for fee suffering of the 
Palestinians in the Iasi 50 years.” 

Analysts and sociologists point to growing Arab 
acceptance of Israel as an independent regional identi- 
ty, since the launching o: fee Madrid Middle East Peace 
Process in 1991. 

But fee official ending of fee state of conflict between 
the Israelis on fee one hand, and fee Palestinians, 
Jordanians and Egyptians under successive peace deals, 
on the other hand, represented a historic defeat for fee 
Arabs, says Mustache Hamarneh. Director of fee 
Centre for Strategic Studies at UJ. 

“We have fost fee bank for Palestine. The fact that 
various .Arab states have sealed peace treaties wife 
Israel, means that we have come to terms wife our 
defeat,’’ say’s Dr. Hamarneh. 

“What this means is that we have accepted, at least 
implicitly, to live wife an independent sovereign Jewish 
existence in Palestine based on fee division of the land. 
This is a historic compromise — one that must be 
matched by a similar gesture of goodwill by the Israelis, 
argues Dr. Hamarneh. 

While there has been a formal recognition of Israel 
and its right to exist by several Arab governments, ana- 
lysts point to the Jack of reciprocal steps taken by Israel, 
especially by fee current hard-line Likud-led govern- 
ment, to reconcile itself with the Palestinian identity 
and a future independent suae. 

Regardless of their reasons and motives, fee Labour 
party — whose leaders signed peace deals wife fee 
PLO in 1993 and wife Jordan in 1994 — has under- 
gone profound changes in its perception of the 
Palestinian problem, something that Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is not yet ready to face, they add. 

They point to Mr. Netanyahu's repeated statements 
that he is opposed to a viable Palestinian state wife any 
real powers, and his threats to annex the West Bank if 
fee Palestinians declare an independent state in 1999. 

“We are fee injured party. We are the people who 
have been uprooted from our land, yet we have accept- 
ed our defeat and fee state of Israel. Now the Israelis 
should bring an end to their stare of enmity wife the 
Palestinians by accepting an independent state and 
admitting what they have done to them." says Dr. 
Hamarneh. 

Israeli recognition of its responsibility for the Nabkeh 
should come in three forms, say analysts. The estab- 
lishment of an independent Palestinian state, an official 
apology by the Jewish stare, and compensation and 
repatriation for many of fee 3.5 million Palestinian 
refugees scattered all over the region. 

’There has to he some sort of collective return. 
Maybe not all, but a significant number of Palestinian 
refugees must have fee right of return. This will bring 
about reconciliation." says Dr. Shtewi. 

But this is a sensitive point for many Israelis from 
across the political spectrum who refuse to accept such 
an idea for fear of losing fee ‘Jewishness* of their state. 

Because of this, there can never be true reconciliation, 
says former Minister of Information, Ibrahim Izzidine. 
’The man from Haifa, whom Israel insists won’t be 
allowed to return home, how will he ever be satisfied?" 

However, Arabs cannot deny visible changes in 
Israeli society- Scenes o? Peace Now activists scuffling 


with Israeli soldiers in protest over settlement activities 
in fee West Bank, and evidence of increasingly outspo- 
ken Israeli historians and intellectuals cannot be 
ignored. 

But to many Arabs these changes are superficial, and 
represent a sfim margin of Israeli society. Perhaps so, 
argue others, but it is still significant and worthy of 
note. 

For some, including Jordan’s ambassador to Tel Aviv, 
Omar Rifai, there is growing recognition by Israelis of 
the Palestinian Nakba. ‘There is definitely an increas- 
ing awareness in Israeli society of fee suffering of the 
Palestinian people. Of course this is not across fee 
board, but fee perception is growing. Those who view 
fee problem on moral grounds may be few. but they do 
exist,” he insists. 

The problem remains, though, feat it has not yet 
reached fee official level. “This is the key difference,” 
says Dr. Shiewi. “Internal recognition in Israel has to 
be transformed into official policy. This w'ill have ram- 
ifications on official Israeli policy wife regards io the 
Palestinians, and on fee way they are treated.” 

Bui fee absence of a proper peace process makes fee 
idea of reconciliation seem unattainable, say officials 
and sociologists. They point to post-peace Israeli acts 
of aggression, such as fee Qana massacre of April 1 996, 
numerous closures slapped on fee West Bank and Gaza, 
continued house demolitions, settlement activities on 
oecupied-BaJestinian land, and Mr. Netanyahu’s intran- 
sigence in moving ahead on signed- upon peace 
accords. 

Many believe that an Israel at peace wife its Arab 
neighbours does not behave any differently than one in 
a state of war. “Those who speak of peace and recon- 
ciliation are only dreaming.” says a former government 
official. 

“If Israel wants to live in this pan of fee world it must 
depan from its Zionist ideology," insists UJ Sociology' 
Professor Sari Nasir. “There is a saying ‘he who lives 
in an island must not make an enemy of fee sea.’ 
Eventually something has to give. Israel cannot go on 
much longer defying fee Palestinians and everyone in 
fee region." 

Arabs, for feeir part, have to exert more reconciliation 
efforts by giving fee Israelis greater personal security, 
some argue. “For fee Israeli peace must mean securi- 
ty,” says Mr. Rifai. “In many ways Israelis may require 
us to recognise them, but it is even more important to 
them that we give them security.” 

Dr. Hamarneh points to the insecurity of Israel as a 
nation. “Many Israelis have told me in private ‘yester- 
day Jericho, today Ramallah, and tomorrow Haifa.’ We 
need to make the Israeli on the other side secure in the 
future. This is the major pan we have to play." 

Acts of terrorism against Israeli civilians should not 
have been, and should no longer be an option, say some 
analysts and officials. But in the view of many .Arabs, 
security can never be bestowed upon Israel as a state 
until it comes to terms with its own role in radicalising 
Palestinians and other Arabs, such as the Lebanese. 

‘Terrorism against Israel is a by product of the polit- 
ical situation. Nobody is killing Jews because they are 
Jews," says one official requesting anonymity. 

As for historical reconciliation, this may never be 
possible between many Arabs and Jews as both claim 
historic right to the same peace of land. Many Arabs 
insist, however, feat fee one indisputable truth is that 
Israel usurped land inhabited by Palestinians for cen- 
turies and made an entire nation homeless. As such, fee 
Jewish State must make reconciliation efforts accord- 
ingly. 

the fact remains that for most Arabs, even if there is 
a recognition of Israel as a state, this does not mean an 
acceptance of Israelis’ exclusive right to the land or 
their version of history’, say analysis. Likewise, not ail 
Israelis or Jews who advocate peace with the 
Palestinians do so out of a sense of moral obligation or 
a belief in the alienable rights of the Palestinians. 

But the insistence on historical rights roust not be the 
basis of any negotiations, says Mr. Rifai. “In a realis tic 
world, you cannot be looking at historical rights, while 
at fee same time searching for compromise," he notes. 

“Some people from both sides may insist on a recon- 
ciliation based on historic rights, but this is what makes 
the difference between a dogmatic person and a peace- 
maker,” says Mr. Rifai. 

The n filer is u Jordan Times reporter. 
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LIVING WITH 
FEAR: For the 
Palestinian 
refugees of 
Rashidiah 
camp, Israeli 
military attacks 
on south 
Lebanon have 
meant death 
and destruction 
(UNRWA photo) 


(LEFT) 

LEST HUMANI- 
TY FORGETS: 
Shatila Camp, 
Beirut, Sept. 20, 
1982 (UNRWA 
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The city of 
peace remains 
a victim of 
vicious 


occupation 
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THE SUFFERING CONTINUES: Three quarters of a mil- 
lion Palestinians lost their homes in the war of 1948 and 
became refugees in neighbouring Arab countries. In 1949, 

UNWRA was established to provide relief, health and 
education to those refuges on a temporary basis. But 50 
years after the Nakbeh, the offspring of the refugees still GLIMPSE OF HOPE: Palestinian refugees in Gaza play on the streets of 
depend on UNRWA for many of their basic humanitarian Jabaliyya camp in Gaza, the first Palestinian city to enjoy self-rule after the sign- 
needs (UNRWA photo) “S of the Oslo agreement (UNRWA photo) 


LIFE UNDER CURFEW: A Palestinian family look 
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vented from leaving by Israeli soldiers fighting Palestin- 
ian youth who launched their intifada against Israeli . 
occupation in Gaza in 1987. The intifada f orcedthe 
international community to recognise the suffering h£ 
the Palestinians (UNRWA photo) ' : 
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Semantics of a Palestinian identity 


The Palestinian filmmaker Omar 
Qattan delivered the foOamng speech 
at the Arab Club of Georgetown 
University on May l, 1998. 

WHEN 1 was first invited to talk here 
tonight, I was told that I would have to 
describe what it means to me to be a 
Palestinian through the work I do as a 
filmmaker. I-' was also told, rather 
alarmingly, that I would be speaking on 
the same occasion as Dr. (Hanan) 
Ashrawi So, on a rather mischievous 
impulse', I thought! would call the talk 
Culture Vs. Politics, given that Dr. 
Ashrawi is one of fee great modern 
defectors from one to fee other. 

But then I recoiled at the thought of 
hear famously, sharp words putting me 
down and decided against the ideal So 
what does it mean to be Palesti nian to 
me? Paradoxically, it has meant feat I 
have turned into something of an 
Englishman - — for without fee 
Palestine problem I would probably not 
be in England today — but a strange 
breed of Englishman, a mosaic of dif- 
fering, troublesome and contradictory 
selves. I am sure that most of you here, 
who are-Afab — Americans, will sym- 
pathise. {wife me) that describing "this 
identity is not an easy or straightfor- 
ward matter. 

At such great geographical distance 
from Palestine and the Arab World, it is 
very often tempting to discard the rem- 
nants of the culture I forcibly evacuat- 
ed when I came to England at fee age 
of eleven right at the start of the 
Lebanese civil war. I would not be 
exaggerating if I told you feat almost 
every morning I secretly say to myself: 
‘Why am l wasting my time?' After all, 
what remains of my Palestinian and 
Arab identity often seems sentimental, 
something one evokes after a few 
drinks or during moments of self — 
pity. 

Wouldn't life be that much simpler if 
l were to go to fee local registry office, 
change my name to Richard Jones, ban 
the Arabic language from my vocabu- 
lary and keep my head down in embar- 
rassed silence whenever fee subject of 
the Middle East came up in conversa- 
tion? Perhaps it would. But the truth is 
it simply cannot happen like this. 

Not because I feel any great national- 
ist affiliation to fee Palestinians: on fee 
contrary, nationalism has often seemed 
to me to banalise Palestine*. .-But > 
because no matter how-mnch. T have 
tried to ignore it,. has- 

remained an essential, irrefutable and 
defining aspect of my humanity. 

It took me very long to realise this. 
To realise that if this identity is to be 


my way of communicating wife the 
world, of sharing wife it my and my 
people's stories and listening to the sto- 
ries of others. I must think of it as a 
moral imperative, not a natural or 
inherent one. What does this mean? It 
means to endow my Palestinian identi- 
ty with a universal, moral quality 
which I often envied my South African 
friends and acquaintances in the eight- 
ies: a quality which made fee anti- 
apartheid struggle such an easy cause 
to defend, whereas ours seemed so 
shrouded in contradictions and difficul- 
ties. In other words. 1 wanted to define 
being a Palestinian in terms which 
would make it possible to transcend fee 
tragic dispossession of fifty years and 
allow for a continuity in our struggle 
against Zionism and other forms "of 
often self-inflicted injustice. 

How did this realisation come about? 
When I arrived at my first English 
boarding school on a cold October 
afternoon, my excitement was quickly 
dispelled by a sudden realisation of 
how extremely alien my new environ- 
ment was going to be. I spoke hardly 
any English at the time, having attend- 
ed a French school in Beirut. But as 
children tend to do, I think 1 must have 
quickly realised that there was no turn- 
ing back. However much I silently 
whimpered under my sheets at night, or 
wrote long letters in my childish Arabic 
to my parents enjoining them to take 
me back to Beirut, I secretly knew feat 
I had to somehow* embrace my new- 
self, my new English-boy self in order 
to survive. And do so wife deep con- 
viction! You can imagine my anxiety. 
At the time, the words Palestinian and 
Arab, I was quick to discover, were 
synonymous with fee most grotesque, 
racist rendering by my English envi- 
ronment of a violent, blood-thirsty, 
concupiscent Arab dressed wife a tea- 
towel on his head and invariably fol- 
lowed by his harem. This made my 
frustrated attempts at getting round fee 
choppy, cheeky school-boy English all 
fee more difficult; my premature 
puberty all the more suspect in fee eyes 
of the rosy-cheeked English boys. 

So feat by the end of' fee year, being 
an Arab became a faintly whispered 
secret to be spoken only with my most 
trusted friends. 

Later, when my life became more 
focussed on my next date rather than 
: any other, -weightier-subject, and when 
being amArab seemed something of a 
liability v^'giris,^wen> t ^fet)ugh a 
phase of absolute self-denial. 

Didn't want to speak Arabic, or hear 
fee news, nothing. It was a cleansing 
process feat did not work. This was 


I9S2: fee enormity of Palestinian and 
Lebanese suffering during fee Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon was'overwheim- 
ing. 

ft nude me angry, even hateful — but 
it also simplified my relationship wife 
my identity. The political urgency of 
fee situation forced upon me fee reali- 
sation that whatever the emotional and 
sentimental anxieties ! as a middle 
class student may be experiencing, 
there was out there a struggle which 
could, in one stroke, resolve all these 
anxieties and allow me to be part of a 
people — w ithout am questions being 
asked. 

But then, in 19S5. just out of univer- 
sity. I made my first trip to Palestine. I 
was of course naively expecting some 
kind of epiphany feat would once and 
for all confirm my irrevocable bond 
wife my homeland. 

No such thing occurred naturally. 
First, here 1 was being asked by my 
supposed fellow countrymen where 1 
was from! I tried very hard to put on 
my heaviest Palestinian accent, but 
they invariably detected a Lebanese 
turn of phrase here or a literal transla- 
tion from fee English there. 

By pure chance, fee family I was 
slaying with had a rebellious son who 
was a member of fee Communist party. 

I took up wife his group, putting on my 
best, though somewhat imaginary — 
revolutionary mantle. However. 1 was 
often reminded of my bourgeois ori- 
gins, even though 1 had "diligently 
evoked fee 18th Brumaire more than 
once. .And while we sat in this or that 
cafeteria discussing the latest develop- 
ments and upheavals in Palestinian pol- 
itics, 1 would be chided for admiring 
fee scenery or for staring too long at an 
attractive woman passing by, accused 
of fee grossest kind of romantic nation- 
alism. A few weeks later. I retumed to 
England wife a feeling of profound 
guilt and shame! 

The following year, I did ray first film 
internship on Michel Khleifi’s 
“Wedding in Galilee.” Pre-intifada 
Palestine" was full of promise. Unlike 
today, it had all fee lightness and sen- 
suality of a people on fee verge of 
rebellion and disenfranchisement. And 
it was during that summer going up and 
down fee hill villages near Ramallah, 
making tea and coffee for rather mer- 
curial actresses, that I gradually shed 
fee feelings ofguih I<had come-to-find 
so burdensome. I began to realise, feat 
fee most overwhetmingi-most vafcfcible 
characteristic of the Palestinians (but 
perhaps their greatest weakness in fee 
face of Israeli brutality) was their enor- 
mous generosity and unflinching kind- 



GENERATIONS APART: Since the first A rub -Israeli war in 1948. this Gaza 
woman has been a refugee for the most part of her life. She Jives in a two- 
room shelter in one of the eight refugee camps in Gaza, along w ith three gen- 
erations of her offspring fllNRWA photo I 


ness. 

I began to discover their stories, 
which were so rich and so motiestiv 
told. 

This was better than fee slogans of 
politics, less hollow, more concrete. It 
offered me a real sense of a past — 
which I did share — but also of a *. isior. 
of Palestine as clear as it was all 
embracing and universal. 

Only six months laier. a brilliant and 
irresistible explosion of revolt erupted 
in Palestine. The Palestinians' initial 
courage and bravery in the face of 
armed repression; fee intelligence they 
demonstrated in their disarming attach- 
ment to non-violent methods of resis- 
tance; their patient but proud suffering 
made it absolutely exhilarating to be 
Palestinian and to pronounce the word 
with uninhibited ease and force. In ret- 
rospect, one can speak of a degree of 
purity and lucidity, which we the Arabs 
have rarely been able io achieve this 
century. 

Tragically though this wave was 
short-lived. Within eighteen months, 
the whole movement was hijacked by 
factional politics. The corruption and 
narrow vision of our leaders once again 
overcame us, as it had previously done 
in Jordan. Lebanon and elsewhere. 
What had been lost? I believe that it 
was principally a loss of vision. Instead 
of focussing our efforts on safeguard- 
ing our humanity, on protecting the 
individual, on nourishing her or his tal- 
ents and sense of freedom and indepen- 
dence, fee life of fee Palestinians — 
both inside and outside — became cap- 
tive to abstract slogans, arbitrary polit- 
ical violence and forms of social 
repression so extreme as to be unprece- 
dented in our country. 

Perhaps this was why it was so easy 
for our leadership to gamble so disas- 
trously with the lives of more than 
300.000 Palestinians living in Kuwait 
during the Gulf war. to perpetuate the 
uprising to a degree that it became a 
hated burden; to allow a dramatic drop 
in our standards of education and an 
appalling rise in fee abuse of women's 
rights. And then, to sign away most, if 
not all of our fundamental national 
rights. 

It was easy, above all, because we let 
it happen. Fifty years after fee nakbeh, 
these I believe are fee questions that 
must surely remain ai the centre of our 
national consciousness — and con- 
science. For if we are willing to ask 
them— ahrf ask them we must" — only 
then perhaps will we begin to patch 
together again a truly vibrant, imagina- 
tive and just vision of Palestine and fee 
Arab World, rather than the shattered 


and hollow one we are so painfully, so 
reluctantly swallowing today. 

.And having made the decision feat 
feat asking these questions in my work 
Ls fee supreme act of belonging to 
Palestine: that my people’s happiness 
and freedom — ’and not their politi- 
cians' welfare — must be my principle 
concern, it became clear and profound- 
ly challenging to me how I must be a 
Palestinian. ' 

To retell our stories: to ask fee harsh- 
est but most necessary questions: to 
always maintain the individual at the 
centre of the question of Palestine: this 
is fee moral imperative I talked about at 
the beginning of this speech. For other- 


wise why are we lighting? Given that 
we have lost fee political and military 
options — if. that is, we ever had them 
— is not our sense of justice and love 
of freedom and truth our only remain- 
ing weapon? Perhaps. But when we 
have ourselves made each other suffer, 
made women suppress their desires for 
fulfilment in the name of the revolution 
or of religion, children their imagina- 
tion, citizens their right not to be tor- 
tured and workers and teachers their 
right to strike — how can we look the 
world in fee face and ask it to support 
us? How is it possible, once again, to 
wake up in fee morning and say: Yes. I 
am and want to be a Palestinian Arab? 


1 950s Gaza: Classroom of 


Palestine in the Western media: 


Palestinian resistance 


Sakher Abu AI Oun 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Gaza Strip became the 
classroom of fee Palestinian 
“revolution,” as the first 
Palestinian fedayeen took 
up arms against Israel in the 
years immediately after fee 
1948 Catastrophe. 

The 1948 war that fol- 
lowed Israel's declaration of 
independence left fee Gaza 
Strip an isolated pocket on 
the Mediterranean coast feat 
was flooded by tens of thou- 
sands of. refugees, living 
under Egyptian military 
rule. 

The Nakbeh, or 
‘‘Catastrophe,” of fee 1948 
loss to Israel left 
Palestinians crying out for 
action; but it was not until 
Egypt' allowed Gazan guer- 
rillas to take up arms in 
1955 feat their anger took 
shape- as organised attacks. 

Palestinian leaders, such 
as.-Gaza. ^ eteran Khalil Al 
^a|n£ better known by his 
guerre Abu Jihad, 
wwSdJiaier use the experi- 
The 1950s when 
Yas§ef Arafat’s -.Fateh fac- 
’ -fee , Palestine 
LihejSffitfet- * Organisation 
<K^V: launched . fee 
jfiaiaa revolution” in 
. 1560s. 
experience of fee 
fepyeen units in Gaza was 
tijesjfeool room from which 
fc.lpms of the 1965 rev- 
^rion ' ^emerged,” said 
FayezAbuRahrna, .who was 
* lawyer in Gaza at the time. 

After the 1948 war, 
Egyptian ' authorities 
?rifired Gazans to turn in 
.weapons, but small 
Palestinians 
continued to operate on a 
sma D scale wife minor 
cross-bonier attacks into 
kaeL 

But ou Ffeb. 25, 1955, 

ISta ol bombed the Egyptian 
base in Gaza City, 
39 soldiers, and 
5cor os of Palestinians took 



A scene from a Gaza refugee camp decades later (UNRWA photo) 


to the streets demanding 
they be allowed to take up 
arms. 

Then Egyptian president 
Jamal Abdul Nasser, who 
had been reluctant to 
encourage Palestinian 
nationalism boiling in Gaza 
since 1948, ordered the cre- 
ation of an underground net- 
work of “fedayeen,” or 
guerrillas. 

The Egyptian intelligence 
chief in Gaza, Mustapha 
Hafez, who would in 1959 
be assassinated by Israel, 
armed and trained the 
fedayeen, who at their 
height numbered about 700 
fighters. 

"Hafez was a hero, a mar- 
tyr. I joined fee fedayeen 
groups which worked wife 
him. Israel imprisoned me 
twice, fee first time in 1956. 
but I escaped three years 
later,” said Diyab Arun, 85- 

Egyptian authorities 
released from their prisons 
Palestinians who they had 
jailed for earlier infiltrations 
into Israel and let them join 


fee fedayeen. 

One of them was Abu 
Jihad, who would become 
Arafar’s depury in the PLO 
and was killed in 1987 by 

Israeli agents in Tunis. 

But the street protests 
which led to the creation of 
fee fedayeen also forced 
Egypt to renounce an agree- 
ment it had reached wife fee 
United Nations ro perma- 
nently settle thousands of 
refugees in the Sinai 
Peninsula, which had out- 
raged Palestinians demand- 
ing a return to their homes 
in'what had become Israel. 

The fedayeen groups 
launched almost daily raids 
into Israel, starting from 
August 1955 when they 
killed three Jewish workers 
near what is now the Erez 
Crossing between the Ga 2 a 
Strip and Israel. 

The raids varied from 
attacks on new Jewish set- 
tlements near Gaza and on 
array posts to sabotage of 
water and electricity lines. 
Their hardest-hitting opera- 


tion carae in April 1956, 
when some 300 fedayeen 
were able to penetrate about 
50 kilometres into Israel, to 
just outside Tel Aviv. 

"The fedayeen were able 
to terrify fee Israelis Irving 
near the borders. Most of 
them fled further into 
Israel,” said Ata Abu Kirsh, 
who joined fee fedayeen 
and later became a Faieh 
official. 

The fedayeen operations 
came to an end when Israel, 
along wife France and Great 
Britain, invaded fee Sinai 
Peninsula in November 
1956 and occupied fee Gaza 
Strip for four months. 

But the idea of armed 
resistance had been born 
and would later influence 
fee creation of Fateh, which 
began its operations in fee 
West Bank in 1965. 

In the early days of 
Fateh's formation, "there 
was fee idea feat we must 
continue resistance just as 
fee fedayeen did in the 
1 950s,” said Abu Kirsh. 


Continued bias in Israel’s favour, 
failure on Arabs’ part 


Dima Ham dan 

KEVIN COSTNER. Dustin 
Hoffman, Steven Spielberg, 
and other stars and popular 
figures were hosts in a two- 
hour special entitled "To Life: 
America celebrates Israel's 
50th Anniversary.” 

The politically -charged 

"entertainment” which ran on 
CBS on April 15, also fea- 
tured a statement by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in 
which be praised the founders 
of Israel for "making a once 
barren desert bloom” and 
"building a thriving democra- 
cy in hostile terrain.” 

He also re-emphasised the 
ancient myth: "land without a 
people for a people without a 
land." 

The apparent distorted pro- 
paganda should come to no 
surprise, especially from the 
CBS after it turned out that 
Israel's first prime minister. 
David Ben-Gurion, was the 
great-uncle of fee network’s 
chief, Leslie Moonves. 

This is only a liny example 
of the extravagant and inten- 
sive media campaign set out 
to celebrate Israel's jubilee — 
or the 50th anniversary of fee 
nakbeh (catastrophe) marking 
fee creation of Israel on pans 
of British-mandated 

Palestine. 

Those interested can visit 
"Israel at Fifty” a popular 
Israeli-run government site at 
httpr/At’ww.israel.or^mfa/ 
featuring a detailed agenda 
classified “by continent.” 

Film festivals, photographic 
exhibitions and parades are 
only lew examples of the var- 
ious events which have been 
caking place since December 
1997 and are expected to run 
until December this year. Tbe 
site also includes nine differ- 
ent chat rooms, an electronic 
version of what was known as 
fee Palestine Post. This ver- 
sion, dated May 16, 1948, 
supposedly chronicles the 


historic moment when 
“Medinai Yisrael" was 
formed in what was termed 
"The Most Crowded Hours in 
Palestine's History", as well 
as links ;o special reports, and 
lull archived audio news 
reports made by CNN. BBC. 
The Chicago 

Tribune. The New York 
Times, and others. 

It is indisputable that this 
year. Israel's "Independence” 
has become more plausible 
than July 4 — U.S. 
Independence Day. 

Arabs, it seems, are irritated 
wife Israel’s ostentatious rev- 
elry. 

They are frustrated because 
they do not hold the means or 
influence to set up a compre- 
hensive campaign to remind 
the world of the "nakbeh” — 
fee 1948 war that resulted in 
destruction of 418 villages 
and the exodus of 700.000 
Palestinian refugees from the 
land which became Israel — 
while Israel uses the "con- 
sumed” Holocaust to eloui on 
fee world’s conscience and 
deflect attention from its 
long-record of human and 
legal violations. 

This, in return, has emerged 
as an excuse for many .Arabs 
not to plan for such crucial 
occasions. The lack of influ- 
ence and facilities is the only- 
response many .Arabs can 
give the millions of 
Palestinian refugees who can- 
not seem to comprehend why 
the world has become in 
favour of their enemy. 

In reality. .Arabs are not 
"entirely” lacking in 
resources, but they seem to 
have simply failed to employ 
them. 

To summarise fee efforts: 
apart from fee London-based 
Middle East Broadcasting 
Corporation rMBCf. almost 
none of fee Arab satellite 
channels mentioned "Al 

Nakbeh". only a handful of 
journalists contributed wife 


emotionally-charged articles 
io local papers, and almost 
none of the major Arab web- 
sites maJe any coverage on 
this occasion. Those who ow n 
fee majority of resources 
made no effort to commemo- 
rate the Palestinian tragedy 
and passed the enduring task 
on to small-scale organisa- 
tions wife limited access and 
funding. 

Khalil Sakakini Cultural 
Centre has probably estab- 
lished fee most significant 
campaign to revive fee mem- 
ory of fee "nakbeh." Formed 
in Ramallah in 1996. fee cen- 
tre decided to dedicate its fall 
of 1997 and 1998 for this 
occasion: visitors of 

http VAvww.sakakini.org will 
find a lull schedule of com- 
memoration activities being 
held in the United States and 
fee occupied tern tones. The 
Centre is currently hosting a 
number of witnesses and sur- 
vivors from fee Deir Yassin 
massacre in a series of lec- 
tures which w ill laier be col- 
lected in a book and will also 
be compiled to form a visu- 
al/oral history archive. 

The cultural schedule also 
includes fee screening of var- 
ious films, plays and exhibi- 
tions. 

Other related links estab- 
lished by his centre are 
http://alnakba.org. and 
http://www.deiryussin.org. 

Unfortunately, such relent- 
less efforts are only a fraction 
of "what should have been 
done.” 

Fifty years have gone, Israel 
has become increasingly 
vocal and his full control of 
fee media, while Arabs con- 
tinue to praise themselves 
when they manage to produce 
a documentary or two. or 
establish a web-site, along 
wife our usual dosage of 
protests. 

The need for planned cam- 
paigns is more pressing than 
ever. 


While fee media industry is 
growing at a phenomenal 
speed, it remains absurd to 
have an increase in Arab 
satellite channels and web- 
sites if they are unable to play 
fee "media game”, in which 
Israel has become a model to 
follow. 

"Tkuma," lor example, is a 
22-episode documentary 
which was recently aired on 
Israeli Television for three 
months. This show dealt 
extensively wife fee sensitive 
local issues of expulsion, dis- 
possession. and killing of 
Arabs, it also featured narra- 
tives by Palestinians. Israeli 
Arabs, and Sephardic Jewish 
immigrants who had a grim 
vision of Israel. 

The programme stirred a 
storm of protests inside Israel. 
The director of fee show, Mrs. 
Weiss- Berkowitz, even 
received death threats and 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon filed a letter to 
Education Minister, Yitzhak 
Levy, demanding the pro- 
gramme be banned from 
schools. Others urged fee 
show tn he taken oft' fee air. 

The inue account of Israel’s 
history might be exposed to 
fee its own community' 
through programs like 
"Tkuma.” However. it 
appears feat the entire media 
has been employed to polish 
their image to fee internation- 
al community and deflect 
attention from growing fric- 
tion inside the Israeli society. 

At die end of the day, 
despite their conflicting 
views, all Israelis went out to 
the beaches to celebrate and 
watch air shows and all five 
continents sliared their jubilee 
celebration while Arabs tuned 
in to watch .Arab satellites cel- 
ebrate their own anniver- 
saries. 

The writer is a sales execu- 
tive at Byte Middle East and a 
free lance reporter. 
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Scenes from Palestine 


Edward Said 

I HAVE just returned from 
'.-..two separate trips to 
.Jerusalem and the West 
Bank where 1 have been 
*. making a film for the BBC. 
The occasion for my film is 
Israel's 50th anniversary 
•• ■ which I am examining from 
a personal and obviously 
Palestinian point of view. 

But so powerful was the 
■ . experience of going around 
Palestine and recording 

* what I saw that it seemed to 
me worthwhile to reflect a 

v- little on the experience 
I- itself. Two completely con- 
..... tradictory impressions over- 
ride all the others. First, that 

* Palestine and Palestinians 

- remain, despite Israel’s con- 

■ certed efforts from the 
beginning either to get rid 
of them or to circumscribe 
them so much as to make 
them ineffective. 

In this. T am confident in 
saying, we have proved the 
utter folly of Israel's policy: 
there is no getting away 
from the fact that as an idea, 
a memory, and as an often 
buried or invisible reality, 
Palestine and its people 
have simply not disap- 
peared. The more Israel 
wraps itself in exclusivity 

- and xenophobia towards the 
Arabs, the more it assists 
them in staying on, in fight- 
ing its injustices and cruel 
measures. 

This is specially true in 
the case of Israeli 
Palestinians, whose main 
representative in the 
. - Knesset is the remarkable 
Azmi Bishara: ' I inter- 
viewed him at length for the 
- . film and was impressed 
wjth the courage and intelli- 
gence of his stand, which is 

- invigorating a new genera- 
. tion of young Palestinians, 

whom I also interviewed. 

.. For them, as for an increas- 
• • ing number of Israelis 

* (Professor Israel Shahak in 

- the forefront) the real battle 
is for equality and rights of 

; .'J citizenship. 

_ , Contrary to its expressed 
• . and implemented intention, 

'••'"therefore. Israel has 

■ strengthened the Palestinian 
' . presence, even among 

- Israeli Jewish citizens who 
*. have simply lost patience 

with the unendingly short- 
, ■ sighted policy of trying to 
..' beat down and exclude 
‘ Palestinians. No matter 
where you turn, we are 
1 . ' there, often only as humble, 
silent workers and compli- 
ant restaurant waiters, 
cooks, and the like, but 
often also as large numbers 
of people — in Hebron, for 
example who continuously 
resist Israeli encroachments 
on their lives. 

-; • The second overriding 
.. , , impression is that minute by 
minute, hour by hour, day 
rafter day, we are losing 
. more and more Palestinian 
' i:' - land to the Israelis. There 
wasn't a road, or a bypass- . 
• •/* . ing highway, or a small vil- 
v ; ... lage that we passed in our 
•“=- travel for three weeks that 
•.'I.', wasn’t witness to the daily 


tragedy of land expropriat- 
ed fields bulldozed, trees, 
plants, and crops uprooted, 
houses destroyed while the 
Palestinian owners stood 
by. helpless to do much to 
stop the onslaught, unassist- 
ed by Mr. Arafat’s authority, 
un cared for by more fortu- 
nate Palestinians. 

It is important not to 
underestimate the damage 
that is being done, the vio- 
lence to our lives that will 
ensue,, the distortions and 
misery that result. There is 
nothing quite like the feel- 
ing of sorrowful helpless- 
ness that one feels listening 
to a young man who has 
spent fifteen years working 
as an illegal day labourer in 
Israel in order to save up 
money to build a little 
house for his family, only to 
discover one day upon 
retur ning from work that 
the house had been reduced 
to a pile of rubble, flattened 
by an Israeli bulldozer with 
everything still inside the 
house. 

When you ask why this 
was done — the land, after 
all, was his — you are told 
that there was no warning, 
only a paper given to him 
the next day by an Israeli 
soldier stating that he had 
built the structure without a 
licence. Where in the world, 
except under Israeli author- 
ity. are people required to 
have a licence (which is 
always denied them) before 
they can build on their own 
property? Jews can build, 
but never Palestinians. This 
is racist apartheid in its 
purest form. 

I once stopped on the 
main road from Jerusalem 
to Hebron to record on film 
an Israeli bulldozer, sur- 
rounded and protected by 
soldiers, ploughing through 
some fertile land just along- 
side the road. About a hun- 
dred metres away stood 
four Palestinian men, look- 
ing both miserable and 
angry. It was their land, I 
was told, which they had 
worked for generations, 
now being destroyed on the 
pretext that it was needed to 
widen an already wide road 
built for the settlements. 
“Why do they need a road 
that will be 120 metres 
wide; why can't they let me 
go on farming ray land?” 
asked one of them plaintive- 
ly. “How am I going to feed 
my children?" 

I asked the men whether 
they received any warning 
that this was going to be 
done. No, they said, we just 
heard today and when we 
got here it was too lare. 
What about the Authority? I 
asked, has it helped? No of 
course not. was the answer. 
They’re never here when we 
need them. I went over to 
.the Israeli soldiers who at 
first refused to talk to me in 
the presence of cameras and 
microphones. 

But I kept insisting, and 
was lucky to find one who 
clearly seemed troubled by 
the whole business, even 
though he said he was 
merely following orders. 


“But don't you see how 
unjust it is to take land from 
farmers who have no 
defence against you?” I 
said, to which he replied, 
“It's not their land really. It 
belongs to the state of 
Israel." I recall saying to 
him that sixty years ago the 
same arguments were made 
against Jews in Germany, 
and now here were Jews 
using it against their vic- 
tims" the Palestinians. He 
moved away, unwilling to 
respond. 

And so it is throughout 
the territories and 
Jerusalem, with 

Palestinians powerless to 
help each other. I gave a 
lecture at the University of 
Bethlehem in which I spoke 
about the continuous dis- 
possession that was taking 
place, and wondered why 
those 50,000 security peo- 
ple employed by the 
Authority, plus the thou- 
sands more who sit behind 
desks, pushing paper from 
one side of their desks to 
the other, cashing hand- 
some cheques at the end of 
each month, why they were 
not out there on the land 
helping to prevent the 
expropriations, helping the 
people whose livelihood 
was being taken from them 
before their eyes. 

One night I came back 
from filming all day and 
discovered that the hotel 
resraurant was sponsoring a 
Valentine's Day dinner at 
S38 (yes. $38) per person. I 
was told that since I didn't 
have a reservation I could- 
n't be served, but I insisted 
that as a guest in the hotel I 
was at least entitled to a 
sandwich or something 
equally simple. I was shown 
a table in the comer and 
duly served a plate of rice 
and vegetables. 

A moment or two later 1 
saw a Palestinian minister 
enter the room with seven 
guests, and sit at a promi- 
nent table weighted down 
with the seven-course 
Valentine’s Day menu, plus 
wine, and drinks for all. I 
was so sickened by the sight 
of this large, fat. smiling 
man who spends as much 
time “negotiating” with 
donor countries and with 
the Israelis, eating away 
happily while his people 
were losing their livelihood 
a few metres away, that I 
left the room in disgust and 
shame. He had arrived in a 
gigantic Mercedes: his 

bodyguards and driver — 
three of them — were sit- 
ting in the hotel lobby eat- 
ing bananas, ' while their 
great leader stuffed himself 
inside. This is one reason 
why wherever 1 went, who- 
ever I talked to. whatever 
the question, there was 
□ever a good word for the 
Authority or its officers. 

It is perceived basically as 
guaranteeing security for 
Israel and its settlers, fur- 
nishing them with protec- 
tion, not at all as a legiti- 
mate, or concerned, or help- 
ful governmental body vis- 
a-vis its own people. That at 


the same time as so many of 
these leaders should think it 
appropriate to build giganti- 
cally ostentatious villas 
during a period of such 
widespread penury and mis- 
ery fairly boggles the mind. 
If it is to be anything today, 
the leadership of the 
Palestinian people must 
demonstrate service and 
sacrifice, precisely those 
two thin gs so lacking in the 
Authority. What I found 
staggering is the absence of 
care, that is, the sense that 
each Palestinian is alone in 
his or her misery, with no 
one so much as concerned 
to offer food, blankets, or a 
kind word. Truly one feels 
that Palestinians are an 
orphaned people. 

Jerusalem is overwhelm- 
ing in its continuing, unre- 
lenting Judaisation. The 
small, compact city' in 
which I grew up over fifty 
years ago. has become an 
enormously spread-out 
metropolis, surrounded on 
the north, south, east and 
west by immense building 
projects that testify to 
Israeli power and its ability, 
unchecked, to change the 
character of Jerusalem. 
Here too there is a manifest 
sense of Palestinian power- 
lessness. as if the battle 
were over and the future 
settled. 

Most people I spoke to 
said that after the tunnel 
episode of last September 
they no longer felt the need 
to demonstrate against 
Israeli practices, nor to 
expose themselves to more 
sacrifice. “After all,'’ one of 
them told me, “sixty of us 
were killed, and yet the tun- 
nel remained open, and 
.Arafat went to Washington , 
despite having said that he 
would not meet with 
Netanyahu unless the tunnel 
was dosed. What is the 
point of struggling now?” 

It is not only the 
Palestinian leadership that 
has failed in Jerusalem: it is 
also the Arabs, the Islamic 
states, and Christianity 
itself, which bows before 
Israeli aggression. Few 
Palestinians from Gaza or 
the West Bank (i.e. from 
cities like Ramallah. 
Hebron. Bethlehem, Jenin 
and Nablus) can enter 
Jerusalem, which is cor- 
doned off by Israeli sol- 
diers. Apartheid once again. 

On the Israeli side the sit- 
uation is not as bleak as one 
would have expected. I con- 
ducted a long interview 
with Professor Ilan Pappe 
of Haifa University. He is 
one of the new Israeli histo- 
rians whose work on 194S 
has challenged Zionist 
orthodoxy on the refugee 
problem, and on Ben 
Gurion’s role in making the 
Palestinians leave. In this, 
of course, the new histori- 
ans have confirmed what 
Palestinian historians and 
witnesses have said all 
along — that there was a 
deliberate military cam- 
paign to rid the country of 
as many Arabs as possible. 

But what Pappe also said 
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Refugees flee to Jordan, June 1967 (UNRWA photo) 


is that he is very much in 
demand for lectures in high 
schools all over IsraeL even 
though the latest textbook, 
for classes on Israel's histo- 
ry simply make no mention 
of the Palestinians at all. 

This blindness coexisting 
with a new openness 
regarding the past, charac- 
terises the present mood, 
but deserves our attention 
as a contradiction to be 
deepened and analysed fur- 
ther. 

1 spent a day filming in 
Hebron, which strikes me 
as embodying all the worst 
aspects of Oslo. A small 
handful of settlers, number- 
ing no more than about 200 
people, virtually control the 
heart of an Arab city whose 
population of over 100.000 
is left on the margins, 
unable to visit the city cen- 
tre. constantly under threat 
from militants and soldiers 
alike. I visited the house of 
a Palestinian in the old 
Ottoman quarter. He is now 
surrounded by settler bas- 
tions. including three new 
buildings that have gone up 
around him. plus three 
enormous water tanks that 
steal most of the citv’s 


water for the settlers, plus 
several rooftop nests of sol- 
diers. 

. He was very bitter about 
the Palestinian leadership's 
willingness to accept the 
towns partition on the 
entirely specious grounds 
that it had once contained 
14 Jewish buildings dating 
back to Old Testament 
times but no longer in evi- 
dence. “How did these 
Palestinian negotiators 
accept such a grotesque dis- 
tortion of the reality,” he 
asked me angrily, “especial- 
ly since at the time of the 
negotiations not one of 
them had ever set foot in 
Hebron when they negotiat- 
ed the deal?" 

Perhaps the most unex- 
pected highpoint of experi- 
ences with Israelis was an 
interview I held with Daniel 
Barenboim, the brilliant 
conductor and pianist who 
was in Jerusalem for a 
recital at the same time I 
was there for the film. Bora 
and raised in Argentina, 
Barenboim came to Israel in 
1950 at the age of nine, lived 
there for about eight years, 
and has been conducting the 
Berlin State Opera and the 


Chicago Symphony What I found extremely 

Orchestra — two of the heartening is that 
worldV "greatest’ 'musicaF' - BarenboimT 1 'One ' ''of tlfe":T bn 
institutions — for the- las* - world’s greatest musicians, . o lav 
ten years. I should also say ‘ ' " J ’’ iJ “ 

that over the past few years 
he and I have become close 


personal friends. 

He was very open in our 
interview and regretted that 
50 years of Israel should 
also be the occasion of 50 
years of suffering for the 
Palestinian people; during 
our discussion he openly 
advocated a Palestinian 
state. and after his 
Jerusalem recital to a 
packed audience, he dedi- 
cated his first encore to the 
Palestinian woman — pre- 
sent at the recital — who 
had invited him to dinner 
the night before. I was sur- 
prised that the entire audi- 
ence of Israeli Jews (she 
and I were the only 
Palestinians present) 
received his views and the 
noble dedication with 
enthusiastic applause. 

Clearly a new constituen- 
cy of conscience is begin- 
ning to emerge, partly as a 
result of Netanyahu's 
excesses, partly as a result 
of Palestinian resistance. 


has offered his services' as a *> j^E-cn 
pianist to Palestinian andi- q 3s jiii 
ences, a gesture of reconcil- >1 a) joj 


History on the run 


Niveen Abboushi 

IF TrME could talk, it 
would lament the past fifty 
years of Palestinian histo- 
ry that left trails of empty 
footsteps and barren 
dwellings. Fifty years have 
gone by since our late 
fathers and forefathers 
were forced out of their 
land to search for new 
identities and to acquire 
forged roots. Fifty years to 
date marked the beginning 
of the Palestinian diaspora 
and the politics of dispos- 
session. At this point in 
time, it is only logical to 
reflect on our past history, 
dwell on our recent one. 
and plan for a better future 
— at least for our children 
if not for us. 

Historical figures show 
that by the end of World 
War II, the non-Jewish 
proportion of the popula- 
tion in Palestine approxi- 
mated 70 per cent. Today, 
the case has been reversed. 
More than two-thirds of 
the Palestinians are scat- 
tered all over the world, 
many of whom remain 
refugees in Lebanon. Syria 
and Jordan. Israel is effec- 


tively in sole possession of 
historical Palestine, 

despite the Palestinian 
population living under its 
rule. With more settle- 
ments being built, more 
evictions, and more collec- 
tive punishment, it is 
doubtful that the situation 
wifi correct itself under the 
current policies — on both 
the Palestinian and Israeli 
sides. 

The latest statistics on 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) indicate 
that unemployment stands 
at an alarming 35 per cent, 
with a nominal gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
growth of 0.3 per cent and 
an annual inflation rate 
exceeding 8 per cent The 
economic and social infra- 
structures of the PNA are 
almost depleted, and the 
fate of the remaining 
Palestinians who live oh 
their land has never been 
grimmer. 

Given these indicators, 
one can only expect that 
the situation will worsen 
unless real collective 
action is taken on all levels 
and with regard to all 
Palestinians — including 


the 1948 refugees and the 
1967 displaced 

Palestinians. The first step 
is to abandon the lip-ser- 
vice and the confidence- 
building scenarios that are 
conducted behind closed 
doors and in the comfort of 
air-conditioned rooms. 
The second step is to 
engage in effective dia- 
logue based on the unwa- 
vering premise of equi- 
table peace — and not the 
peace of the small ibantus- 
tansi, or the ghetto-like 
Palestinian state. as 
referred to by Edward 
Said. The equitable peace 
that should be discussed is 
the fate of two peoples liv- 
ing independently, yet 
having equal rights and 
opportunities in the land of 
Palestine. 

The impressive armada 
of Palestinian academi- 
cians, intellectuals, and 
heroes under occupation 
should have the upper 
hand in reinstating our 
sovereign rights and in 
building our real future. 

The writer is a freelance 
journalist. 


iation that is truly worth 
more than dozens of Oslo ! 
accords. » 

So I conclude these brief a 
scenes from Palestinian life b 
today. I regret not having b 
spent time among refugees ■! 
in Lebanon and Syria, and I * 
also regret not having many 
hours of film at my dispos- 
al. But at this moment it 
seems important that we 
testily to the resilience and 
continued potency of the 
Palestinian cause, which 
clearly has influenced more 7 
people in Israel and else- b 
where than we have hitherto 
supposed. Despite the Z 
gloom of the present u 
moment, there are rays of b 
hope indicating that the i 
future may not be as bad as ;l 
many of us have supposed, b 

The writer is a professor v 
at Columbia University and 
author of numerous books fc 
on Palestinian issues. v 
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Remnants of Palestine’s villages 

lie beneath today’s Israel 
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LeeKeath 

AMAZYA (.AFP) — Under 
this Israeli moshav, as in 
towns, forests and parks 
throughout the country, lie 
the bones of 3 lost Palestine: 
the remains of over 400 vil- 
lages destroyed by Jewish 
troops 50 years ago. 

The Palestinian village of 
Dawaimeh is no longer 
found on Israeli maps. 

It exists only in a few 
crumbling stone walls on a 
hillside and in the memory 
of the survivors from its for- 
mer 3.700 residents, now 
scattered in West Bank 
refugee camps. 

An Israeli farming moshav. 
Amazya, now stands on the 
site, some 40 kilometers 
south of Jerusalem. And for 
Amazya residents, the area's 
past, if it can’t be forgotten, 
is best left buried or denied. 

“Nothing happened here.” 
insisted one resident, who 
would only identify himself 
as Mordechai. "There were 
some Arabs living here, but 


they abandoned their homes. 
This is Jewish land." 

But Dawaimeh was the site 
of one of the worst mas- 
sacres of Arabs by Jewish 
troops during the 1948 war 
that surrounded the creation 
of Israel. Palestinian and 
Israeli researchers say. 

Jewish troops driving 
south towards the Negev 
desert entered Dawaimeh on 
Oct. 10. 1948. meeting scat- 
tered resistance from" local 
fighters. 

Most of the village’s resi- 
dents had fled east 'upon 
news of the advancing fight- 
ing, but a number hid in 
caves just outside the town. 

Jewish troops discovered 
them in the caves, lined them 
up and shot them with 
machine guns, then did the 
same to others found in the 
town mosque. said 
Palestinian researcher Sharif 
Kanaana. from the West 
Bank's Bir Zeit University. 

They also beat in the heads 
of children with sticks and 
blew up a number of resi- 


dents inside their homes, 
writes Israeli historian 
Benny Morris. 

“We went back a week 
later and found the bodies 
outside the caves. We could- 
n’t bury them because we 
were afraid of being caught 
by the troops," said 
Mahmmad Salem, 82. a resi- 
dent of Dawaimeh. now liv- 
ing in Arab refugee camp. 

While Mr. Morris writes 
that at least 100 were killed. 
Mr. Kanaana says that later 
research put the number of 
dead at more than three hun- 
dred. 

Dawaimeh, which was 
then leveled by Jewish 
troops, was one of more than 
450 Palestinian villages 
destroyed during the 1948 
war. 

Its massacre was one of at 
least a dozen committed 
against civilians as Jewish 
troops advaimced, Kanaana 
said. 

. At least 700.000 
Palestinians lost rheir homes 
durins the 1948 war. some 


fleeing ahead of troops or 
from news of massacres, 
some driven out at gunpoint. 

The remains of their vil- 
lages are found throughout 
Israel, beneath the towns and 
infrastructure built up in the 
past 50 years. 

Some of the houses from 
die villages still stand, either 
empty or turned into homes 
for Israelis. Others, in mins, 
have been planted over with 
forests or turned into public 
parks. 

On the slopes of a verdant 
hillside at the western 
entrance to Jerusalem, more 
than 40 nearly intact houses 
remain from the town of 
Lifta. most of whose resi- 
dents fled in 1948 after 
Jewish irregulars blew up a 
local coffeehouse, killing 
three people. 

Squatters now live In the 
houses, some of which still 
have their original ornate 
tiles, while Israeli families 
hold picnics near the town's 
spring. 

“It's a beautiful location. I 


A 

J 

l) 

don’t know the history, but I fj 
suppose the Arabs fled from g 
here,” said Yael Staffer; 37, ,i 
as she played with her three n 
children by the spring. 

Mr. Kanaana contends that * 
Jewish troops intentionally & 
sought to drive out as many 
Palestinians as possible from n 
the lands which would 
become Israel, including by ^ 
using massacres as a scare 
tactic. j 

“There is a pattern - in the ^ 
massacres. They would enter i 
a village on the outskirts of a ; 
major town and kill some 
inhabitants. Then many from I 
the main town would fleer 1 
he said. 

Israelis deny massacres 3 
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were part of a broader state- > 1 di&t ' n i .= 
gy.” The massacres played a - £ ^ '*:• 

role in causing the flight of ' ' n »’- 

Palestinians, but they -s-, ‘d ‘-v 
more a sign of how- over - 1 
whe lmin g the power of the ^ 

Jewish forces were than an ^ 
intentional plan," Mr* Moois 
said. 
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ordanian-Palestinian coordination necessary in final stages 



,jK: 


Ghadeer Taher 

ISRAEL and the 
_ inch closer 

vranisfinal status negoti- 
~ vital questions of 
importance on 
i( ^^Vpernmnent settle- 
eu't.could affect Jordan 
ties between 
es on both sides 
oty- river remain 
answered. 

Apart ffom overall polit- 
: -statements assuring 

—Vrnntual solidarity, the 
. . 7^oidaniah government and 
_ ,-^Jhe Palestinian leadership 
: yet to agree, in writ- 

y ingt on any of the complex 
" iems on the agenda of the 
paiestinian-lsraeh final 
itatus negotiations as each 
line of them touches strate- 
c, political, economic 
social interests of the 
parties. 

From Palestinian 

gees to water, 
erusalem, borders, and 
Jewish settlements, 

: Israeli-Palestini an 
cm any of these issues 
Lhave serious repercus- 
iions.dn Jordan's national 
[Security interests. 
Tbbpgh both Israeli and 
( >alesanian leaders have 
lgrw£ that Jordan does 
iave Some sort of a say in 
1, status talks, the para- 
jetksand the framework 
3Tv die Jordanian role 
imams yet to be defined. 
“There is a common 
ordanian-Palestinian un- 
derstanding that Jordan 
las an interest in many of 
Jthe items on] the final sta- 
s. agenda," said a senior 
Jordanian official “We are 
^'looking for a role 
tins is an indepen- 
povereign Palestinian 
but we must coordi- 
preserve our inter- 
sts,” he told the Jordan 
Times in an interview. 

Jordan developed close 
historic, economic, politi- 
cal and demographic links 
ttntwith the West Bank, which 
::: \, was part of the Kingdom 

■ ■V. of from 1950 until. Israel 
::ra:M misioccupied. it in the. 1967 
hs -emit.war. Even during the occu- 
. Pak’-iiniaE nation and after it severed 
. *'i iwfgal and administrative 
-s „ jniiv slinks with the area in 
. " j.^n> W88, it continued to 
supervise schools and 

• Uudetfw^ssue birth, marriage and 

Pule-mus 4 *®® 1 * 1 certificates to resi- 
rn n»N of the area. The 

• ’ jn] wa5 ordaniai1 dinar, along 
n jnd Syn^ 
not 

film jin«& 
ih«' mat 
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with the Shekel, is still in 
the dominant currency in 
the West Bank. Although 
the Kingdom speaks for 
the nearly two million 
Palestinian refugees and 
displaced persons living in 
the country, who hold 
Jordanian nationality, 
there is no formal agree- 
ment on the subject 
between Jordan and the 
Palestinians. 

“Refugees in Jordan are 
Jordanian citizens and 
there is no trespassing on 
our sovereign right to rep- 
resent them,” said the 
same official. “But this 
does not negate their status 
as refugees and their right 
to return and to compensa- 
tion as stipulated in U.N. 
Resolution 194." 

Questions related to dual 
nationality, voting rights 
and other political matters 
associated with the 
Palestinian right of return 
and the legal rights of 
those who choose to lake it 
once a Palestinian state is 
created, await a final set- 
tlement. 

Apart from a four-party 
committee on refugees 
grouping Jordan, Israel, 
Egypt, and the 
Palestinians, no serious 
negotiations have taken 
place on the subject that 
remains a sensitive issue to 
all parties. 

The work of the commit- 
tee itself has been sus- 
pended for over two years 
because of Israeli- 
Egyptian wrangling. 

“There is a general con- 
sensus that all these thorny 
issues must wait until after 
the Palestinians reach their 
permanent status agree- 
ment with the Israelis and 
hopefully establish their 
own state ” said a leading 
Jordanian politician. 

“But there is a school of 
thought that believes that 
we should establish at 
least conceptual agree- 
ments with the 
Palestinians now to pre- 
serve our national interests 
and security.” 

His Majesty King 
Hussein, who constantly 
advocates the creation of a 
Palestinian state, which 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat said he may 
declare by May 1999, said 
recently that Jordan had a 
pivotal role to play in mat- 
ters affecting its interests 



The Baqaa refugee camp, north of Amman (UNRWA photo) 


in Paiestinian-Israeli nego- 
tiations. 

“Of course, we do not 
want a seat at the negotiat- 
ing table, but we w'ill make 
our positions clear to both 
sides," said the Jordanian 
official. 

Meanwhile, a chapter in 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty signed in 1994 has 
recognised Jordan’s 50- 
year “special role" as 
guardian of holy place in 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

This clause, based on the 
Hashemites’ historic role 
in overseeing and preserv- 
ing Muslim and Christian 
sites in the Holy City, was 
sought by Jordan to pre- 
vent a legal vacuum that 
would transfer custody of 
these places over to Israel 


pending a final settlement. 

But the move immediate- 
ly revived dormant fears 
among Palestinians, 
including senior officials 
who suspect that of 
Amman’s full-fledged 
peace treaty with Israel 
might lead to a dominant 
role for Jordan in the West 
Bank. 

However, the current 
Likud-led Israeli govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
appears to be keeping its 
options open by avoiding 
commitment to’ a specific 
interpretation of the legal- 
iy-contentious clause. 

The question of regional 
surface water shared by 
Jordan, Israel, Syria and 
the Palestinians, remains 


another potentially explo- 
sive issue in final status 
talks. 

Despite continued 
Jordanian-Israeli talks on 
water, no formal 
Jordanian-Palesiinian or 
Israeli-Palestinian talks 
have taken place on this 
vital matter. 

As for borders. Mr. 
Netanyahu insists on keep- 
ing under Israel’s control 
— though not necessarily 
under its sovereignty — a 
“security strip" in the 
Jordan Valley to guarantee 
that the Palestinian entity 
remains isolated from 
Jordan. 

This, officials said, could 
pose problems in relation 
to defining Jordan's future 
borders with the 


Palestinian state as the 
Kingdom refuses to recog- 
nise Israel’s control of the 
West Bank's frontier:* with 
Jordan because it consid- 
ers them as boundaries 
with the Palestinians. 

While the ambiguity 
clouding these final status 
issues has served the inter- 
ests of Jordanians and 
Israelis by keeping options 
open, analysts say clarity 
is required in order for 
them to comprehend eh 
address these questions. 

Since Israel is the 
strongest player in what 
politicians have termed the 
Jordan-Palestine-Israel tri- 
angle. its ability to manip- 
ulate both parties can be 
reduced, if co-operation 
between Jordan and the 


Palestinian National 

Authority is enhanced. 

“Unfortunate!) until now 
most of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian coordination 
occurs during period* of 
crisis." said the senior 
Jordanian official, 
once final statu-* 
start, we mu*i have effec- 
tive cooperation.” 

Years of misiru- 
not provided a conduct e 
atmosphere for such co- 
ordination. some diplo- 
mats say. 

"The fact thur Jordan has 
to constantly reassures 
President Arafat that it 
supports the PLO us the 
sole legitimate represcRta- 
tive oflhe Palestinian peo- 
ple ami that it has no ulte- 
rior designs on the West 


"But 

talk* 


!u 


Bank, is an indication of 
how little trust exists...,” 
said a former official. 

"It is like a husband con- 
star.’.iy assuring his jealous 
wife -ha! he is not cheating 
on her but 'he still won’t 
compicieiy believe him. It 
is time to *et the record 
straight.” 

Unlike other bilateral 
Arab relations. Jurdanian- 
Pulesiintan ties are a 
reflection of a unique 
experience interlinking 
history, demography, eco- 
nomic and geo-political 
interest*.. 

All major previous 
attempts at reaching com- 
mon understanding* on a 
ji.ini approach towards 
peace with Israel. includ- 
ing 1 the Palestinian- 
jordaniun February 1985 
agreement, failed. 

in response to Arab and 
Palestinian demands. 

Jordan cut legal and 
administrative links with 
the We>i Bank 
Their agreement to form 
a join! delegation to unend 
the 199! Madrid peace 
cor. fere nee was the only 
-erious attempt since the 
! 9X5 accord. But after two 

rounds of talk* in 
Washington. the 

Palestinian side opted fora 
separation. 

Their tie* suffered a 
major setback with the 
shock to Jordan of learn- 
ing that the PLO had 
reached its own interim 
peace deal with Israel dur- 
ing secret talks in Oslo 
that ran parallel to the 
Washington negotiations. 

This, politicians say, 
encouraged Jordan to go 
ahead and sign its 1994 
peace treaty with the 
Jew i*h state. 

Suspicion between both 
continued even after the 
Palestine National 

Authority led by Mr. 
Arafat took over the Gaza 
Strip and part of the West 
Bank. 

The presence of a media 
office in Jordan for 
Hamas, the PNA's main 
rival, has remained anoth- 
er thorny issue in bilateral 
ties. 

The writer is a Jordan 
Times reporter. 


Home is where the heart is 


Palestinians and Jordanians: 
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Alia A. Tookan 


' . ' L...ig Justinian stillage of Abu 

;r. ' Shusha in May 1948, he 

■" * J ... Betook his wife and three chil- 


;^,WHEN ABU Tareq heard of 
’ rad ^j 16 “assacre in the 

Shusha in May 1948, he 
pdook his wifi 

1 pj.dren and fled his home in 
._ ^.Liqbab, making his way to 

'rJK-' in jr l, J ericho until things settled 
01,1 down. 

- . : hJ ie Fifty years later, he is still 




' !' V k 0156 hundreds of 
*• ln '‘ .f-ftoosands of Palestinian 
,:,|W - a tictims of the Nakbeh — 
the 1948 war that shattered 
the Palestinian people, with 
more than 400 Arab villages 
destroyed and some 
700,000 refugees driven 
from 80 per cent of British- 
mandated Palestine which 
became Israel. 

Like thousands of 
rcfugees, Abu Tareq and his 
«mfly eventually found 
ifrtir way to Jordan and set- 


waiting to return. 



'.'.1 "I 
' iaiw 1 


• jjV ai y icuu uj*il 

• into ramshackle 

•he .,a : iwuses of concrete with cor- 
^ ^ "^ted tin roofs. 

Bnt for most, the 11 
^tingee camps scattered 

jew* Jordan will never be 
*- borne as they live on the 

of going back one 
: Jl pH*** evc n though many of 

» their villages have been 
from the map. 

. ...... ' 9 t . “I knew thai there is noth- 

®S to see since the village 
^ been obliterated, but I 

... j, 4 to go back," says 

‘TW'5 ^rtq,15. 
r . w mi •' Jf* ’ ac ™' I have made 

n toy second home." 

: “Bto there isn’t a 

•jb; " l * Sft % that passes by 
•.a'd u don’t remember my 


, n \ - / A my work place in 
train station, my 
' oi Sfl 611(1 my garden,” he 
Jordan Times in a 
■ ' ? ware house in the 

= .:'i- 1-1 "*> 


_ camp in the 

of Amman, home to 
30,000 Palestinians 


from the 1948 war. 

Like most refugees, he 
still recollects memory of 
the night he left his village 
of Liqbab. and makes sure 
his children and grand chil- 
dren are raised on the mem- 
ories of the Nakbeh. 

“We had heard that the 
Jewish forces had entered 
the village of Abu Shusha 
and massacred all the armed 
men in the village, and took 
the old people and women 
and children to one of their 
settlements,” recounts the 
frail Abu Tareq. 

“The day after the mas- 
sacre in Abu Shusha, the 
village elders in Liqbab 
decided that we should take 
our families and leave until 
things calmed down,” he 
says. “That night, the Jews 
came and found only a 
handful of men waiting for 
them.” 

fighting the Jewish group 
was not an option, he says. 

“There were only a few 
armed men in our village. 
The Jews were armed and 
organised. We knew what 
we were up against.” 

Many refugees in Jordan 
and elsewhere live with 
door keys and ownership 
documents for their houses 
that have been demolished 
by Israel long ago. 

But Omar, Abu Tareq’s 
son, sees things differently 
than his father. 

He says that he would like 
to feel that Jordan is his 
home. 

“Apart from my parents 
stories, I have no memories 
of Palestine. I grew up in 
Amman and would tike to 
stay here,” says the 34-year- 
old hairdresser. 

However, he says, not 
everyone makes him feel 
accepted as a Jordanian citi- 
zen with full rights. 

“I realise that Jordan has 
done all it can for us with 


the limited resources it has. 
but I still don't fed that I am 
accepted.” 

Although most Palestinian 
refugees residing in Jordan 
and the West Bank have 
been politically assimilated 
and have been granted 
Jordanian passports, many 
claim that they are discrimi- 
nated against. 

Despite His Majesty King 
Hussein continued warning 
that anyone who discrimi- 
nates between Jordanians, 
regardless of their origin, 
wtil be “my enemy for 
ever.” many Palestinians 
say they still feel uneasy. 

Memories triggered by the 
1970-71 civil war between 
the army and PLO guerrillas 
still linger on in the back of 
their min ds. 

“I am lucky that my name 
is Ahmad Abu Tayeh. It 
sounds like a Jordanian 
name,” says another 
Palestinian reftigee in the AI 
Hussein camp. 

He was referring to the 
name of one of the main 
tribes from southern Jordan. 

“1 know that it is not the 
state policy to discriminate 
against Palestinians, but 
many bureaucrats in the 
public sector still try to 
remind us on a daily basis 
that we don’t belong here,” 
says the 24-year-old. 

Some 3.5 million 
Palestinian refugees and 
their families now live in 
squalid camps in the West 
Bank the Gaza Strip and in 
neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries — over 1 .4 of them in 
Jordan. 

Water and electricity ser- 
vices in most camps in 
Jordan have improved over 
the years, but unemploy- 
ment. a national problem, 
remains rampant, fluctuat- 
ing between 15 and 22 per 
cent. 

The refugees’ fate is due 


National unity vs Israeli designs 


to be decided in negotia- 
tions for a permanent peace 
settlement between Israel 
and the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) running 
Gaza and parts of the West 
Bank under an interim 1993 
peace deal. 

However, in the face of 
certain Israeli refusal to 
allow them to return, pro- 
posals have been floated for 
paying them compensation 
and settling them in coun- 
tries where they currently 
reside. 

But most refugees insist 
this is no solution. 

"I will not accept compen- 
sation or to be seeded here.” 
Ahmad Kamel, a refugee in 
the sprawling Baqa'a 
refugee camp near Amman 
told the Jordan Times. 
"That would mean giving 
up my rights in Palestine.” 

The Kingdom's official 
policy is that Israel must 
repatriate and/or compen- 
sate the refugees in line 
with U.N. Resolution 194. 
which stipulates that the 
refugees are full Jordanian 
citizens but can exercise 
their right to return which 
the U.N. granted them. 

Jordan has taken part in 
the multilateral refugee ' 
talks set up after the launch- 
ing of the Madrid Middle 
East Peace Process in 1991, 
which have shown little 
progress. 

Until a solution is 
reached, the fate of many of 
Jordan’s refugees will con- 
tinue to hang in the balance 
as they go on asking the 
million dollar question: 
Where do I belong and 
when wifi I be able to 
return? 


Salameh Ne’matt 

IN 1971. Jordan’s Cabinet 
Minister Qadri Toukan died 
n Beirut. His coffin was 
wrapped with the Jordanian 
flag before it was flown to 
Amman and from there to 
the King Hussein Bridge. 
At the bridge, the Jordanian 
flag was removed and 
replaced by the Palestinian 
flag before the body was 
carried across the Iordan 
River into the West Bank 
for burial at his birthplace, 
Nablus. 

This and other similar sto- 
ries speak volumes of the 
extent of the Palestinians’ 
assimilation in Jordan on 
the one hand, and their 
bond to Palestine on the 
other. The Nablus-bom 
Taher Masri. who served as 
prime minister of Jordan in 
1991 and before it as for- 
eign minister, was elected 
speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament in 1993. 
while his brother, Maher 
Masri, was elected to the 
Palestine National Council 
around the same time. 
Maher was later appointed 
a member in the cabinet of 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

Depending on one’s per- 
spective, such examples are 
viewed differently. Hard- 
line Jordanian nationalists 
see in them a manifestation 
of dual loyalty whereas 
mainstream 

Transjordanians and 

Jordanians of Palestinian 
origin consider them an 
expression of national 
unity. 

The problem is greatly 
exacerbated when Israel 
gets involved. A 1975 dec- 
raration by the Likud leader 


and former Israeli Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon, who 
is now Israel’* infrastruc- 
ture minister, sri’l rings 
alarm bells in Jordan. 

The “Jordan is Palestine" 
concept, which he was the 
first to articulate. na> never 
been formal!;, revoked by 
the rightist Likud leader- 
ship. although the Likud 
voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of rhe peace treats 
between Jordan and Israel 
in 1994. 

When the current Israeli 
prime minister. Benyamin 
Netanyahu, ssas deputv for- 
eign minister during the 
Madrid Peace Conference 
he told journalists there that 
he did not see an; differ- 
ence between a Palestinian 
living in Nabius and anoth- 
er living in Irbid or Amman. 
He categorically rejected 
the notion of setting up a 
Palestinian state in the West 
Bank, saying that he di-J not 
see why Israel should agree 
to the establishment "two 
Palestinian states to the cast 
of Israel.” His public pro- 
nouncements since ha\e 
been relatively toned down. 

But the notion has never 
been dismissed alrogether. 
When Mr. Netanyahu was 
asked recently about how 
he viewed the future after a 
permanent settlement, he 
told the questioner “Read 
my book.” Jordanians who 
read his book, “A Place 
Under The Sun," found no 
reassurances on that front. 

Even some relatively 
moderate Israeli leaders 
from the Labour Parry 
recently appeared to be 
inching closer to the Likud 
view' on Jordan. In a recent 
interview, Haim Ramon, a 
former interior minister and 


a leading figure in the 
Labour Party said he no 
longer disagreed that 
Jordan v.ill eventually 
become a Palestinian state. 

While the majoritv of 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
view the Kingdom’s more 
accommodating approach 
to Palestinians who took 
refuge in Jordan alter the 
1948 and 1967 war* as u 
sign of national unity and a 
manifestation ol the 

regime's tolerance and 
openness, a few critics see 
it as a fulfilment of Israel’.-, 
alleged plan to iu;:i Jordan 
into a Palestine that would 
accommodate even more 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gu/.j. few *..{ 
those even go to the evien: 
of demanding mat 
Palestinians in Jordan be 
treated like those in 
Lebanon. Syria and Eg; pi 
to prevent their assimilation 
and guarantee continued 
political pressure on Israel 
jor their return. 

Other Jordanian politi- 
cian*. however, argue that 
the mailer is luu complex 
und multi -laycreJ. They see 
two opposing force* now at 
work within the triangle uf 
Jordanians. Palestinians 
and Israeli*. The first force, 
controlled b\ Israel anJ 
assisted unwillingly by 
some Jordanian and 
Palestinian elements, is 
pushing in the direction of 
the Palestinianisation of 
Jordan and the possible ful- 
filment of the Jordan is 
Palestine option. The sec- 
ond force, divided and bare- 
ly effective and plagued by 
Jordanian-Palesiinian divi- 
sions, pushes for the 
Jordanisation of 

Palestinians, or what one 


leading politician calls 
Jordanian identification 
with the Palestinian sirug- 
gle. 

As things stand, the first 
force seems to be dominant 
from a strategic perspective 
while the opposing force 
appears incapable of a 
coherent counter- strategy 
leaving the balance of 
power in favour of Israel 
with it is designs for the 
region. 

Throughout the 50 years 
of Israel's establishment on 
Palestinian land. Israeli 
governments have worked 
hard to deprive the 
Palestinians of their pan- 
Arab strategic dept. In 
recent years. Israel has suc- 
ceeded in dividing each and 
everyone of their peace 
interlocutors on the Arab 
side. A joint Jordanian- 
Palesiinian delegation to 
peace talks in Washington 
broke up into two delega- 
tions after two rounds of 
talks. An earlier proposal 
for a joint Arab delegation 
lor talks with Israel based 
on U.N. Resolutions 242 
and 33S was summarily dis- 
missed by the Israelis even 
before the talks started. 

Today's relations between 
Israel and the .Arab World 
are almost completely iso- 
lated from what is happen- 
ing on the Paiestinian- 
Israeli from. The so-called 
pan-Arab strategic depth, 
w hich the Palestinians once 
thought was their guarantor 
for liberation, is no longer 
there. 

The writer is the BBC and 
AI Hay at correspondent in 
Amman. 
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Normalisation hard to sell 

with stalled peace process 


Ghadeer Taher 
and Alla A. Toukan 

IF THE number of 
Jordanians taking Hebrew 
lessons is a barometer of 
public support for the 1994 
peace treaty with Israel, 
then it is clear that over the 
past three -and -half years, 
the number of Jordanians 
interested in dealing with 
their former enemy, has 
dwindled. 

Many Jordanians hopeful 
of a brighter future with the 
promised fruits of peace 
after the treaty was signed 
in Wadi Araba, rushed to 
Dar A1 Jaleel for Publishing 
and Palestinian Research to 
study Hebrew to be able to 
better understand and inter- 
act with Israelis. 

However, their enthusiasm 
has faded as prospects of 
peace diminished with the 
hard-line policies of Israel's 
Likud-led government of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and the standstill 
on the PaJestinian-Israeli 
track. 

To many Jordanians, fed 
by decade's of hostilities and 
hatred, nothing seems to 
have changed. 

“At the beginning, they 
were ready to give peace a 
chance and to live and work 
with Israelis." said Ghazi 
Saadi, director of the centre, 
which introduced Hebrew 
classes after the Middle East 
peace process was launched 
in 1991. 

“Initially we had over 
twenty people per course, 
but now as the prospects of 
peace grow dimmer, we 
have seven students and the 
numbers continue to 


decrease.” 

Mr. Saadi, like many other 
politicians, academics, and 
ordinary Jordanians, square- 
ly puts the blame on Mr. 
Netanyahu who has chal- 
lenged the basis of the peace 
process — trading Arab 
land for peace. 

“When Netanyahu was 
elected in 1 996, it was clear 
we will have four years of 
cold relations," Mr. Saadi 
told the Jordan Times. 
“What makes the picture 
even darker is that the 
chance of change in the 
Israeli government is very 
slim given Netanyahu’s 
popularity" added Mr. 
Saadi, an expert on Israeli 
affairs. 

“We are facing a dead end 
now, with Palestinians left 
on their own in their strug- 
gle with the Israelis,” he 
said. 

Israeli-Palestinian talks 
have been deadlocked for 
over 14 months over the 
issues of Jewish settlement 
expansions, charges of lax 
Palestinian handling of 
Islamist violence and a row 
over the size of the long- 
delayed Israeli transfer of 
more land to Palestinian 
rule. 

Some Jordanians resent 
the fact that their govern- 
ment continues to deal with 
Israel in a “business as 
usual” manner even at what 
they see as the worst of 
times. 

Not only that, many 
Jordanians contend democ- 
racy. which had been flour- 
ishing after it was launched 
in 1989, is now being held 
hostage to the deadlocked 
peace process with the gov- 


ernment stifling any criti- 
cism of peace with Israel. 

Some Jordanians trace 
their grievances back to 
Israel’s incursion into 
Lebanon in 1996 and the 
ensuing Qana massacre that 
left over 100 Lebanese civil- 
ians dead. 

Though the slide gained 
momentum with the elec- 
tion of Mr. Netanyahu, it 
was the Mossad’s failed 
assassination attempt on 
Hamas leader Khalid 
Misha* al in Amman last 
September that sunk ties to 
their lowest point since the 
signing of the peace treaty. 

Even His Majesty King 
Hussein, who gave the hard- 
line premier a chance when 
he was first elected, began 
to publicly question Mr. 
Netanyahu’s commitment to 
peace. 

Greatly angered by the 
assassination attempt the 
King reduced security co- 
operation to a minimum. 

While normal ties contin- 
ue at the official level, many 
Jordanians, once open to the 
idea of dealing with Israelis 
as neighbours, have now 
closed the door. 

A recent poll conducted 
by the Centre of Strategic 
Studies at the University of 
Jordan showed that over SO 
per cent of Jordanians still 
view Israelis as the enemy. 

Yet a similar poll, carried 
out by the same centre in 
1994 after the signing of a 
Jordanian-Israeli draft peace 
treaty known as the 
Washington Declaration, 
showed that the same per- 
centage supported the sur- 
prise peace move. 

Although the findings did 


not take many by surprise, 
its results should serve as a 
wake-up call to both the 
Jordanian and the Israeli 
governments, some politi- 
cians say. 

According to University 
of Jordan sociologist Musa 
Shtewi, the majority of 
Jordanians are not ideologi- 
cally opposed to peace with 
Israel. They are for what he 
calls “conditional normali- 
sation" — normalisation 
linked to movement on all 
Arab-Israeli peace talks, 
especially the Palestinian 
track. 

But for a growing number 
of Jordanians, normalisation 
is simply a non-starter. The 
vocal Islamic Action Front, 
leading an opposition coali- 
tion of 13 political parties 
and the 80.000-strong pro- 
fessional associations, say 
the whole peace process 
must be questioned. 

As this anti-normalisation 
campaign thrives, there has 
been a negligible corre- 
sponding pro-peace move- 
ment mobilising supporr. 

The pro-peace camp, 
bogged down by bitter polit- 
ical realities, finds it 
increasingly hard to defend 
normalisation. The absence 
of a vocal pro-peace coali- 
tion is also making it diffi- 
cult for those who want to 
deal with Israel to do so 
openly. And when they do. 
they are often ostracised. 

When Islamist Deputy 
Mohammed Rafa'at and his 
colleague Hamadeh Faraneh 
spent a few days in Israel 
where they met with Arab 
and Israeli Knesset (parlia- 
ment) members. they 
returned home to a storm of 


protest from their con- 
stituencies. parliament, 
trade unions and the press. 
Mr. Rafa’at, who lives in the 
Baqaa refugee camp and 
won fame for his fiery ser- 
mons calling for Jihad (holy 
war) to liberate Palestine, 
has been disowned by his 
electorate which voted him 
into the eighty-seat Lower 
House of Parliament A 
police car had to temporari- 
ly guard his house. 

Economic relations, how- 
ever, are moving forward, 
but at a much slower pace 
than both governments had 
originally hoped. Much of 
the promised economic 
peace dividends have so far 
failed to materialise while 
tough Israeli security mea- 
sures continue to hinder 
Jordanian-Palestinian trade. 

“Israelis are not affected 
by the political climate at 
all." Israeli embassy com- 
mercial attache, Shaul 
S as son, told the Jordan 
Times." In the Jordanian 
case, it is more of a psycho- 
logical barrier than a politi- 
cal one. Most Jordanians 
who speak loudly against 
doing business with Israel 
are doing it for selfish rea- 
sons. they are afraid of the 
competition [from 

Jordanians and Israelis]." 

But despite the tense polit- 
ical climate, for some indus- 
trialists. it is simply busi- 
ness as usual. 

Mr. Sasson noted that 17 
private Jordanian-Israeli 
joint ventures in textiles, 
two in food industries, three 
in agriculture and three in 
software design, among oth- 
ers are mostly operating at 
the Irbid Industrial Zone, a 
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REALITIES OF THE OCCUPATION: Palestinian women walk in the streets of the 
Old City of Jerusalem as a heavily armed Israeli soldier keeps a tight watch (UNRWA 
photo) 


40-minute drive from 
Israel's industrial heart. 

Israeli companies fax 
requests to the tightly- 
guarded Israeli embassy in 
Amman on a daily basis 
asking it to grant visas to 
Jordanian businessmen to 
go to the Jewish state. 


Businesses that rely on the 
local market however 
appear reluctant to deal with 
Israeli firms or take in 
potential Israeli invest- 
ments. 

The Assrya Dairy 
Company had to run adver- 
tisements in all major local 


newspapers indirectly 
denying rumours its firm 
had Israeli capital after 
many consumers boycotted 
the firm’s yoghurt, leaving 
it to sour on store shelves, 
much like the peace process 
has soured for many 
Jordanians. 
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Israel, at 50, wrestles demons of 


Daniel Sternoff 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli guides who 
drive visitors up the rocky 
hills west of Jerusalem 
often point out the gutted 
hulks of armoured cars as 
proud testimony to an epic 
struggle to found the 
Jewish state 50 years ago. 

They are less apt to high- 
light a nearby cluster of 
lichen-covered stone ruins, 
silent markers of an Arab 
village that. like scores of 
others, ceased to exist 
when Israel was bora of 
war in 1948. 

Israelis, inclined to view 
their country’s birth as an 
heroic triumph over cen- 
turies of oppression of 
Jews and unyielding Arab 
hostility. have kept 
Palestinian tragedy at the 
margins of their own story. 

“When you touch raw 
flesh, it hurts " explains Tel 
Aviv University history 
professor Anita Shapira. 

Confronting the skele- 
tons lurking in history's 
closet is wrenching for any 
country. For Israel, still 
locked in an existential 
struggle with the 
Palestinians over the same 
land, the task is torment- 
ing. : 

Half a century after the 
smoke of 1948 cleared, 
leaving Israel independent 
and hundreds of thousands 
of Palestinians as stateless 
refugees. Israelis are war- 
ring among themselves 
over how to face the darker 
side of their history. 

‘New historians' 

For a group of self-styled 
“new historians", shining a 
spotlight on the past only 
makes Israel’s shadow 
grow longer. 

To their besieged detrac- 
tors, the new historians are 
intent on twisting Israel’s 
birth from a story closer to 
immaculate conception 
into a tale of original sin. 

“The image was that the 
Zionists were always right 
and peace mongering and 
conciliatory," said historian 
Benny Morris, whose study 
of the roots of the 
Palestinian refugee crisis 
put him at the vanguard of 
Israel's historical revision- 


ists. 

“A history that shows that 
this isn’t true or isn’t com- 
pletely true, and this is 
what the documents 
opened in the 1980s and 
1990s have shown, under- 
mines one's self-image and 
that can be very unset- 
tling,” Morris told Reuters. 

The new historians have 
mounted a frontal assault 
on a classic, patriotic ver- 
sion of Israel's birth which 
they say confuses myths 
arising from propaganda 
with historical facts. 

Under scrutiny is a narra- 
tive of the Jewish people, 
reeling from the Nazi holo- 
caust. compelled to fight 
for freedom in their ancient 
homeland in the face of 
superior numbers of Arabs 
who rejected the 1947 
United Nations plan to 
divide British-ruled 

Palestine into Arab and 
Jewish states. 

New historians argue that 
Arab and Jewish strength 
was nearly equal, that the 
Zionists never fully accept- 
ed the U.N. plan, and that 
post-war Israel blocked 
some early avenues for 
peace. 

Rethinking refugees 

Morris challenges a tradi- 
tional account that the 
Palestinian exodus was 
largely voluntary, spurred 
by panic or prompted by 
invading Arab states fore- 
casting quick victory over 
Jewish forces. 

Based on declassified 
Israeli. British and 
American documents, he 
pinpoints numerous cases 
in which Jewish forces 
intentionally emptied 
Palestinian villages. 

He argues that the Zionist 
leadership had no master 
plan to transfer Arabs from 
areas allocated for a Jewish 
state — as some 
Palestinian historians 
assert — and that most fled 
their homes during the con- 
fusion of war. 

But Morris says Israel's 
founding father David 
Ben-Gurion had long 
weighed transfer — either 
by agreement with Arab 
states or by force — as an 
option to forge a Jewish 
majority on lands where 


Arabs then outnumbered 
Jews by nearly two to one. 

“Within Zionist circles 
from 1937 on, the transfer 
idea was an acceptable, 
legitimate, perhaps the 
only solution to the Arab 
problem," Morris said. 

“When the war began, the 
transfer idea was at the 
back of their minds. And as 
the Arabs began to leave 
under shooting and bomb- 
ing in various places, their 
attitude was, ‘this is fine, 
let’s hope this continues’.” 
Morris said. 

“Where it didn’t continue 
naturally it was nudged 
along by expulsions." 

Critics have rushed to 
fend off the revisionist 
assault 

Shabtai Tevetb. Ben- 
Gurioo’s biographer, bris- 
tles at the idea that Jewish 
forces wilfully hastened 
the Arab exodus. 

“There can be no doubt 
that the Palestinians were 
dealt a very grave injustice 
but this has nothing to do 
with how we tell history,” 
Tevetb told Reuters. 

“Ben Gurion had a 
maxim which said: ‘If they 
stay, let them stay with full 
rights. If they run away, we 
shouldn’t call them back. 
But we shouldn’t adminis- 
ter a kick to make them 
run.’ To a very large extent, 
this was the case.” Teveth 
said. 

Past as present 

Efraira Karsh, an Israeli 
professor of Mediterranean 
studies at the University of 
London, was so irked by 
the new historians that he 
published a broadside 
attacking them, provoca- 
tively called “fabricating 
Israeli history". 

Karsh accuses the new 
historians of warping the 
past by projecting an image 
of today’s Israel — a pow- 
erful state that occupied 
the West Bank and Gaza in 
1967 — onto the insecure 
■Jewish community strug- 
gling for sel f-determi na- 
tion under the British man- 
date. 

“Their agenda is to give 
pseudo-academic justifica- 
tion to prejudices that 
Israel is aggressive and 
colonialist,” Karsh told 


Reuters in a telephone 
interview. 

Taking aim at Morris’s 
handling of transfer. Karsh 
says ail Zionist discussions 
of the issue were within the 
context of Britain’s 1937 
peel plan, which proposed 
to divide Palestine into 
Jewish and Arab states and 
to swap populations. 

“The transfer of the time 
referred only to moving 
within Palestine from the 
Jewish state to the Arab 
state and from the Arab 
state to the Jewish state,” 
Karsh said. 

“The Jews had to be 
transferred as well but 
nobody today discusses 
this. When the Arabs went 
to the peel commission and 
said that all the Jews must 
be removed from Palestine, 
why doesn't Morris men- 
tion this?” 

Karsh scoured Morris's 
use of archival documents 
on Zionist thinking on 
transfer and pronounced 
him guilty of “foul play”. 

“Look, if you believe 
Israel was the bad guy, 
fine. Just prove it honestly 
and don’t abuse the docu- 
ments." said Karsh. 

In one example, Karsh 
shows how Morris cited 
parts of a speech delivered 
by Ben-Gurion days after 
the 1947 U.N. plan, leav- 
ing the impression that 
Ben-Gurion supported the 
transfer of Arabs from the 
future Jewish state. 

In reprinting the full 
speech. Karsh shows that 
the thrust of Ben-Gurion ’s 
argument was that the solu- 
tion to the “Arab problem" 
— that some 40 per cent of 
the population of the area 
slated for the Jews were 
Arab — was massive 
Jewish immigration. 

“If you base a tower on 
falsified evidence and it 
collapses, killing 500 peo- 
ple, you’ll be prosecuted.” 
Karsh said. 

Morris refuses to roll 
with the punches. 

In a charged rebuttal. 
Morris accused Karsh of 
“refabricating 1948” and 
likened him to “holocaust- 
denying historians who 
ignore mountains of evi- 
dence in order to press an 
ideological point". 

Asked why an academic 



debate over history had 
deteriorated into raud- 
slinging, Morris said: “I 
don’t know about mud. I 
regard Karsh as not a histo- 
rian and not honest. I don’t 
know if that is a harsh 
accusation. 1 think I’m 
being quite generous ” 

Grey hairs in the mirror 
mean maturity 

Shapira, a less vehement 
critic of the new historians, 
said the history wars had 
turned bitter and brutish 
because the problems 
raised by the 1948 war 
remain unresolved. 

“How we live with our 
Arab neighbours, the 
Palestinian question, the 
peace process, all these 
questions touch the very 
foundation of our existence 
to this very day” she said. 

Shapira said that Morris 
may have quoted docu- 
ments out of context in 
some instances but backed 
his protest that a few dis- 
crepancies among hun- 
dreds of pages of research 
did not detract from his 
main points. 

“His argument is that 
Arab expulsion was caused 
by a mixture of war, disin- 
tegration of Arab society 
and eviction by force. I 
think that this is a balanced 
account,” Shapira said. 

She said that the sub- 
stance of many of the new 
histories was far less con- 
troversial than the sweep- 
ing claims made by many 
of their authors that all past 
histories were biased bunk. 

“I think maybe they want 
attacks because they bring 
about public debate and 
help promote whatever 
cause they might have,” 
•she said. 

For Shapira. the history 
wars reflect a mature Israel 
able to face the unpleasant 
facts of its infancy. 

“Israel of today is ready 
to see its past as it was. The 
good side and the bad 
side." she said. 

“We are coming of age. 
We are ready to say that 
this is a chapter I am proud 
to tell my grandchildren, 
but that other chapters 
should serve as lessons od 
how things should have 
been done differently.” 


Families remember 
Jordanian prisoners 
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in Israeli jails Mind your 


Francesca Ciriad 


SULTAN AJLOUNI was 
only 16 when be decided in 
1 990 to slip across the border 
into the occupied territories 
and allegedly killed an Israeli 
soldier and injured another. 

An Israeli court sentenced 
him to three life-terras in 
prison. Sultan, now 24. has 
been diagnosed with stom- 
ach cancer. 

He is one of 15 Jordanians 
currently held in Israeli jails. 

Since the signing of tbe 
1994 Jondani an- Israeli peace 
treaty, Israel has freed 20 
Jordanian prisoners, but. 
despite the continuous efforts 
exerted by Jordanian authori- 
ties, the release of those still 
in jail remains an up-hill 
snuggle. All of them have 
been convicted of killing 
Israeli dvilians or soldiers 
and tbe Israeli military has 
the final say in releasing pris- 
oners convicted of murder. 

As Jordanians on Friday 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
the “nakbeh” (catastrophe) 
— the 1945 war that led to 
tbe creation of Israel on parts 
of British-mandate Palestine 
and shattered tbe Palestinian 
people — many say they are 
living with tbe hope of the 
release of Jordanian and 
Palestinian prisoners and 
detainees from Israeli jails. 

“My brother was only a 
child when be was impris- 
oned,” said Saleh Ajlouni. 
“Since then. I have only seen 
Sultan once, in 1994, during 
a Red Cross-sponsored 
visit” 

Echoing the frustration of 
many relatives of prisoners 
detained in Israeli jails, the 
Ajlouni family claims the 
Israeli embassy in Amman 
has regularly refused to give 
them visas to visit their 
imprisoned kin. 

However, thanks to the 
mediation of the Jordanian 
embassy in Tel Aviv, Sultan's 
parents were able to visit him 
in March. 

‘The lucky ones have 
received a few phone calls 
[from their relatives in Israeli 


jails] buL in most cases, the 
families and prisoners have 
not communicated for 
years.” said Saleh. 

In a bid to ease the suffer- 
ing of prisoners' families, 
provide them with opportu- 
nities to contact their 
detained relatives and raise 
public awareness on the con- 
ditions of detainees and their 
families. Saleh helped estab- 
lish a committee to assist 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
prisoners and detainees in 
Israeli jails. 

Human rights organisa- 
tions say they find it difficult 
to estimate die total number 
of Palestinians in Israeli jails, 
since the number of 
detainees held without 
charge varies from day to 
day. 

The Mafraq-based com- 
mittee (Tel.: 02/6233679) is 
currently following the cases 
of 18 prisoners, mostly 
Palestinians. 

“They are of different ages 
and were convicted of vari- 
ous crimes, from murder to 
illegally crossing the border” 
said Mr. Ajlouni, the com- 
mittee’s spokesperson. 

“We are also frying to help 
some families trace 
Jordanian soldiers missing 
since the 1967 war,” he 
added. 

The committee has so far 
organised public debates and 
protests and sent reports and 
documentation to local and 
regional human rights organ- 
isations. 

To financially assist the 
prisoners and their families, 
the Society for Prisoners and 
Detainees in Israeli Jails 
(SPDU) was established in 
1969. (Tel: 06/4654528) 

Tte debt-ridden 

Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) allocates 
yearly allowances to the fam- 
ilies of Palestinian “martyrs.” 
those who died in mili tary 
actions against Israel, but in 
most cases the families of 
Palestinian prisoners and 
detainees are left to their own 
devices. 

Society and governments 


share responsibility for die 
suffering of innocent women 
and children, who are being 
punished for their fathers’ or 
husbands' crimes," remarked 
SPDU President Tawfiq Abu 
Sharif. 

One day, Mr. Abu Sharif 
recalled, a Palestinian 
woman knocked at bis door 
with a Red Cross stare meat 
foot her husband had been 
sentenced by an Israeli court 
to 25 years injafl. 

“Her five children were 
going to school in shifts, 
because she only had three 
sets of clothes between 
them,” Mr. Abu Sharif told 
the Jordan Times. 

For the past 30 years, he 
and the society’s 150 mem- 
bers have been checking 
their pockets and begging for 
money to alleviate the hard- 
ships of at least some of the 
detainees’ famili es. 

“We collect an average of 
JD 10,000 a year, but in good 
years we have managed to 
collect up to JD 15,000,” said 
Mr. Abu Sharif. 

They distribute JD150 a 
year to married prisoners, 
and JD125 to unmarri ed pris- 
oners. 

Some of die requests for 
help are forwarded directly 
by detainees or their families, 
while most of them are chan- 
nelled through the Red 
Cross. 

“We have collected money 
for their dental care and sent 
them books so that they 
could study to take their 
tawjihi exams while behind 
bars,” said Mr. Abu Sharif. 

“But each time we cannot 
respond to their requests for 
help, it really hints.” 

This year, the SPDD 
awarded scholarships to 
cover the university fees of 
the “brightest” among the 
sons and daughters of 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails. 

“Society has to give them 
something,” Mr. Abu Shanf 
said. . .. . 
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The writer is a Jordan 
Tones reporter. 
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Bringing back fond memories 


THEY THOUGHT they had been forgotten. But on Tuesday 
evening 50 pioneer educationists meeting the minimum age 
requirement of 7 d were honoured by their younger col- 
league Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali at a ceremony 
organised the Society of Educationists and the Ministry of 
Education and hosted by AlAhlixah Amman University Dr. 
MOjaU, himself a former president of the University of Jor- 
dan, listened along with the honourees and their families to 
m^es made by Ahliyah University President Amin Mah- 
former minister of culture under a previous Majali 
government) and by University of Jordan Vice president 

« KbasawneK who is president of the Society ofEduca- 
P- But the Basha hunself said he would be moved to 
if he were to address the gathering and so wem direci- 
ty taeach person being honoured to shake his/her hand and 
■priyeni each wish a memento. At a sprightly 95, teacher and 
historian, Rox Bin Zayad al Ozeidi, who still writes a week- 
fy column in Al Rai, hugged the premier thanking him and 
till concerned for remembering those who served in the 
Ministry of Education during Jordan s earliest days. Emo- 
tions naming high left not a dry eye in the place. ' 
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GREAT TO BE BACK: In the Kingdom once again, 
on a personal visit, is Sir John Coles, former British 
ambassador to Jordan and former head of the Diplomatic 
Service. Sir John, who arrived in Amman after a visit to 
Isriael where he participated in a conference at Ben Gurion 
yjnfrensip'. served as ambassador here from 1984-1988. 
Hdw retired from the foreign service, he will begin a fel- 
lowship at Oxford University where he plans to look into 
what he sees as a deficiency in policy planning. His goal is 
to eventually publish a book on the subject. Sir John made 
many .friends during his Jordan tenure and was able to 
exchange news with some of them at a dinner hosted in his 
hdhour by British Ambassador Christopher Battiscombe 
and his wife Brigitte at their residence. At dinner were 
Minister of Culture and Youth Talal Al Hassan and his wife 
Reema, Royal Jordanian President Nader Dahabi and his 
wife Aida, former Royal Court Chief Manvan Qassim and 
his wife Joyce, former Ambassador to the U.K. Albert 
Butros and his wife Kazi, Palestine Hospital founder Dr. 
Sami Klwury, Arab Centre for Heart and Special Surgery- 
Director Dr. Daoud Hanania and his wife Nada, prominent 
businessman and a founder of the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature Anis Muasher and his wife Louli, 
and syndicated columnist Rami Khouri. Remembering 
some of his experiences in Amman. Sir John told of the time 
when Dr. Hanania perfomed surgery on him and later, dur- 
ing a lisit of them Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, the 
doctor was thanked by the British premier for his good care 
of her envoy. Sir John, who returns to London today, said 
that since his departure as ambassador, he has visited 87 
countries, and none is as dear to him as Jordan. “Cross- 
4 0ah i ; L^Jpg HusswlBjfgtuj&eiving aft-arm, 
Ahlan WaSablm^and a.cupofiA rabic coffee from the Jor- 
danian border police is always an endearing reminder of 
what Jordan has meant to me as well as so many of my col- 
leagues. " said Sir John . 


Some of Jordan’s pioneers educationists attend a ceremony in their honour 
Tuesday at At Ahliyah Amman University 
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European Delegation head in Amman Yves Gazzo 
and his wife Nicola welcome Ad Dustour Chief 
Editor Dr. Nabil Sharif to their Europe Day recep- 
tion 


NOW THAT’S UNION: Somehow it was no surprise 
that last Saturday’s reception hosted hv the head of the 
European Delegation in Amman Yves Gazzo and his wife 
^ tyiqgla t% ngrkEujvpe Day would yield ft huge turnout. .It 
, was a ‘standing' mom only' everu which drew guests from 
all sectors and countries. The muggy weather seemed to 
keep no one away. Attending were former Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and his wife Farina, Minister of 


Planning Rima Khalaf- 
Huneidi and her rmsband 
Hdni. Minister of Public 
WbriLs Nasser Lawzi. Minis- 
ter of Tourism Akel Bihaji 
and his wife Dr. Nawaz 
Feriz, several ambassadors 
and heads of foreign A GOs. 
and of course chief editors of 
local dailies and weeklies. 


MOVING MOSAIC: 

The wives of Arab diplomats 
ir. Washington are making 
their mark once again. They 
hdie formed what they call 
Tr.e Mosaic Foundation in 
order to bring the famous 
Lebanese Caracal la dance 
troupe to perform at MosJi- 
ingtor.s Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts. The 
ever.: is being held to raise 
money for the Arch children 
receiving medical treatment a: S:. Jude s Hospital in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. The Mosaic Foundation members asked 
American First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to be the 
honorary chair of the foundation. Mrs. Clinton accepted 
and invited the members for coffee at White House last 
Monday. There, the diplomats ’ wives thanked Mrs. Clinton 
for her efforts and also thanked her for her televised state- 
ment in support of a Palestinian state which she made dur- 
ing the Seeds of Peace Conference in Geneva. The founda- 
tion members also presented her with a token gift. Ticket 
sales to the May 19 Caracalia performance and after- the- 
atre dinner have raised S 500.000 for the humanitarian pro- 
ject. Among the foundation's members is Lynne Muasher. 
wife of Jordan s . Ambassador in the U.S. Marwan Muasher. 


RETURN TO THE REGION: Back in his old 
stomping grounds for a short visit nos Dr. Matthes Buhbc, 
former Friedrich Eiben Foundation director in Jordan 
from J985-J990. Mr. Buhbe, who upon ending his tenure in 
Amman went on to Istanbul fuss been at the foundation s 
head office in Bonn for the last two years. He will now 
return to the Middle East to become director of the founda- 
tion i East Jerusalem office which w as established in 1994. 
In those day s the Friedrich Eibert Foundation found it 
easy to obtain permission from the Israeli administration to 
set up an office in East Jerusalem as its relations with 
Israel's Labour Party, then in power, were good The pur- 
pose of the foundation 's work there is to serve the Pales- 
tinians in the occupied territories. Before that its projects 
with the Palestinians were handled through its Amman 
office. The East Jerusalem office has projects in Gaza and 
all cities under the Palestinian National Authority’s con- 


trol. Its partners there are PASSIA ami other NGOs there. 
Mr. Buhbe left Jordan for east Jerusalem late this week and 
w ill return to Germany today. He is expected back in 
Jerusalem to start work in earls September. 


***»• 


PREPARE YOUR AUTOGRAPH BOOK: In 

Atlanta, Georgia, home of Ted Tamer’s Cable News Net- 
work, Mr. Turner and his wife, actress Jane Fonda, hosted 
a small reception following CSS’s World Report unnual 
conference last week Their guest of honour was none 
other than British songwriter and vocalist Sir Elton John. 
And among the guests were none other then Ambassador 
Marwan Muasher and Jordan Information Bureau Director 
Rania Atalla. Tickled at how personable Sir Elton was, our 
diplomats’ invited the singer to Jordan to give a concert. Hi* 
can’t make promises, but we ear, report that he liked the 
idea and put the Jordanians in touch with his manager. 
What we don’t know is whether another guest. PSA Minis- 
ter of Higher Education Hannan Ashrawi, made Sir Elton a 
similar offer. 



Piano instructor Marianna Islaieh and her students 
take a “ curtain call” following their Friday recital 

WORTH WATCHING: Still aspiring musicians here 
at home put their fingers to the piano keyboard in what 
their instructor Marianna Islaieh calls a “dress rehearsal " 
far family and friends at Le Meridien Hotel lust Friday. 
The students, ranging in age from 5 to ]4-years-old. are 
planning to hold benefit performances to help the needy 
children of Jordan. These young performers will be hard at 
practice in Tchaikovsky, Gedike, Beethoven, and Bach, so 
keep an eye out for their next recital. 


Jennifer Hamameh 
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Mind your 
hard disk 

By Jean -Claude Elias 

A FEW years ago the average PC user 
would shop for a machine made by a rep- 
utable manufacturer and would make a 
decision based on the global characteris- 
tics of the computer. The processor's type 
and speed - i.e. 4S6, Pentium, clock rate, 
etc. - the amount of memory supplied and 
the size of the hard disk were the main 
features one would care about. But in the 
end, what most users are looking for is the 
overall performance of the system. This 
cannot be reached anymore by simply 
evaluating the global characteristics, or by 
relying on a brand name. Users have 
become more knowledgeable than before 
and have learnt to study technical details 
such as the refresh rate of monitors, the 
printing resolution of printers and so forth. 

Apart from the main processor, the one 
single component inside a PC that 
deserves particular attention is the bard 
disk drive. I would even say that in many 
cases it is more important than the proces- 
sor This is where we store our precious 
work, whatever its format: text, sound, 
photos or other. Storing and accessing this 
data forces the disk to open and close files 
a large number of times per working ses- 
sion. The operating systems, the pro- 
grammes and the applications that the vast 
majority of PC users are running are disk- 
intensive and not processor-intensive. 

In addition to the first characteristic of a 
hard disk which is its capacity - how 
much data it can store - two figures 
should be taken into consideration: the 
access time -and the transfer rate. This is 
aot too .'technical .nr ail and should be the 


chip talk 



concern of any user, whether amateur or 
professional. The access time indicates 
how fast the disk can find the file to open, 
while the transfer rate shows how much 
time it will take to actually open it. read it 
and transfer it to the programme (Word. 
Excel, etc.) supposed to use it. With the 
ever-increasing size of both the number of 
files on a system and their size, these two 
factors are becoming critical. A slow hard 
disk will handicap even the fastest Pen- 
tium. An access time of 10 ms (millisec- 
onds) and a transfer rate of 16 MB/s 
(megabytes per second) are the minimum 
acceptable values with the new models of 
computers. High performance and very 
expensive SCSI drives claim access times 
as fast as 8 to 7 ms and transfer rates as 
high as 80 MB/s. 

Seagate and Western Digital, the main 
manufacturers of hard drives for PCs are 
offering new, fast models to match the 
high-end Pentium U machines. Realising 
that SCSI models are too expensive for 
SOHO (small office - home office) users, 
they propose disks that rotate at high 
speed instead Whereas standard units 
work at about 4,500 rpm, or revolutions 
per minute, the new disks work at 7,200 
rpm. This feature alone allows a signifi- 
cant improvement in the overall perfor- 
mance of any PC without forcing you to 
break a bank. 

Sparing a little effort - and a little 
money too - on an adequate hard disk is 
the best thing one can do to the make the 
best out of a PC Operating systems like 
Windows 95 and the ones to come will 
seem to crawl otherwise. 


American arts festival: building bridges through talent 


By Omar Karml 

Special to the Jordan Times 

THE OFFICIAL agenda of the 
American Arts Festival which fin- 
ished yesterday with a guitar and 
‘oud concert, was to foster "cultur- 
al exchange” between Arabs and 
Americans. An arts festival, accord- 
ing to the programme, was seen as 
an ideal vehicle for this, because of 
the role an plays in "promoting 
understanding between peoples" 
and “building bridges of coopera- 
tion and mutual understanding.” 

The festival featured sculptures by 
Samer Tabbaa of Jordan, jewellery' 
by Suzanne Masri from Egypt, and 
music from Lebanese guitarist Jad 
Azkoul and Jordanian ‘oudist 
Sakher Hatter. Perhaps the most 
graphic illustration of how “bridges 
are built," came from Salwa 
Nashashibi both in her lecture on 
Contemporary Arab An in the U.S., 
and the slides she presented. 

She discussed the ‘image prob- 
lem' of Arab art in the U.S. — West- 
erners don’t really know what it is, 
or how to classify it — and related 
the story of a friend of hers, who, 
after receiving rave reviews for an 
exhibition, was invited to hold one 
at a large gallery in Los Angeles. 
However, after the custodian dis- 
covered she was an Arab, she was 
politely told to “ring back later.” 
Another American museum custo- 
dian asked: “Contemporary Arab 
art? Does such a thing exist?” 

Such perceptions are not excep- 
tional in the U.S., according to Ms. 
Nashashibi, where the Arab stereo- 
type is almost singularly negative. 

But there is contemporary Arab 
art, and contemporary Arab an of 
very high quality, both in the fine 
arts and in the performing arts, 


which was richly emphasised at this 
festival. Ms. Masri's jewellery 
expressed a rare symbiosis between 
Arab heritage and western modem 
art, and Mr. Azkoul. whose holistic 
approach to guitar playing, follow- 
ing the Uruguayan maestro Abel 
Carlevaro. is at the forefront of a 
movement which is breaking free of 
the technical constraints placed on it 
by greats such as Segovia and John 
Williams, to reappraise approaches 
to classical guitar. 

Nevertheless, Ms. Nashashibi 
said, the stereotypes remain, and a 
major reason for this is sheer igno- 
rance. “Forces of Change”, an exhi- 
bition devoted to Arab women 
artists organised by the Internation- 
al Council for Women in the .Arts of 
which Ms. Nashashibi was a 
founder, and which toured the Unit- 
ed States from 1994-%, was thus a 
huge eye-opener for the American 
public. 

The Washington Post was sur- 
prised ai its “wholly unexpected 
feeling of creativity and freedom”, 
and the Miami Herald 
acknowledged that it was a "win- 
dow on an art and... a world that we 
know shockingly little about." 

ODe visitor to the exhibit flew into 
a rage when confronted by one of 
the photographic images on 
Lebanese artist Rana Bi share's 1 01 
Installation, at what she saw as an 
Arab exhibition using images from 
the Holocaust. The image was actu- 
ally from the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon. 

Through exhibitions like “Forces 
of Change” this surprise at the exis- 
tence of a competent Arab art world 
can be eradicated, but Arab govern- 
ments have failed to realise the 
effect of public opinion on L’.S. pol- 
icy, and paid too little attention to 



Jad Azkoul 

“promoting Arabic culture abroad,” 
Ms. Nashashibi charged. 

However, the blame can perhaps 
not be put squarely on the shoulders 
of governments. Endemic in Arab 
culture, is an attitude that a career in 
an is not respectable enough, useful 
enough. Ms. Masri, who has a 
degree in engineering, was half-way 
through her masters degree before 
switching to fine arts, a move she 
didn’t dare tell her family about 
until she had carved out a living for 
herself. “Engineering,” she 
explained, “was prestigious. Art 
was not.” 

Mr. Azkoul still fondly remem- 
bers his fathers w'ords when he first 
approached him about studying 
music: “H would be a crime to waste 
a degree, but a sin to waste a talent " 
He actually finished his masters in 


psychology before dedicating him- 
self ro music (a fact which attests 
not only to his talent - coming so far 
after starting so late — but to the 
suspicion that there can be few 
places in the world with such well- 
educated artists as in the Arab 
World). Practising eight hours a day 
left its scars, and he went to see a 
neurologist for treatment of his 
worn-out muscles, only to receive 
the advice: “Stick to psychology. 
What we need in the Middle East is 
science, science, science!” 

Talent is needed. And talent varies 
from individual to individual. This 
is what makes pursuing a career in 
an a risk)’ undertaking, but it also 
emphasises the fact that an is an 
individual endeavour. It is finding a 
way, as Ms. Masri puis it (albeit in a 
slightly different context), “io mate- 
rialise the impact nature or life has 
on you.” Or as Mr. Azkoul puts it 
with respect to music: “The core of 
music lies in rhythm and sensuality, 
which is brought out by the musi- 
cian.” It is exactly this individual- 
ism which makes an an ideal tool 
with which to break down stereo- 
types. 

Ms. Masri conrends that it is the 
“duty of the craftsman to seek out- 
side influences in order io expand us 
an anist." Add to that Ms. 
Nashashibi ’s claim that “the anist 
invariably carries with him his her- 
itage and background,” and it 
becomes easy to see why an is such 
a potent vehicle for "promoting 
understanding between peoples”, 
and why to break down stereotypes, 
whether of Arabs or others, the 
practice of art in general, and the 
use of an as a means of cultural 
exchange in particular, should be 
fostered and encouraged. 


Israeli planes kill 10 Palestinians 


1) 


where Svria is die 
^ pawnbroker. . 

, fi%d >3taifoda~ raik for die 
destrD ctipn of Israel and vehe- 
apposes die Israeli- 


BJTL 

“Israeli air face planes 
attacked terrorist taigas tonight 
in die Bekaa NfeUey of Lebanon. 
The pitots repotted accurate hits 
and all planes returned safely to 
base,” an Israeli array 


— President 'Vasser 

A prar 

The Isarfiatmy annouiKed at 
Wednesday that its war- 
P^hadaaadted'lmOTSttar- 
S^intheBdteaVhlky at 1:15 


He provided no fin*er details. 

The airraids came as the UJ*J. 
international committee moni- 
toring die south Lebanon cease- 
fire met to discuss violations by 
both Lebanese g uerri llas and 


Israel and its allied militia. 

The comminee found fault 
with both rides in its examina- 
tion of five Israeli and three 
LebaiKse complaints of viola- 
tions of a 1996 mice and said in 
asta&aneot: ‘The highest priori- 
ty must be given to the protec- 
tion of chrihans.” The Israeli 
raids also came after two Israeli 
soldiers were wounded by mor- 
tar shelling by HfcboOah guerril- 
las Monday night on the 

Lebanese-Israeli border. 


India conducts two more nuclear tests 


(Continued from page 1) 

approved by the United Nations 
in 1996, saying it fro® the 
advantage held by nations like 
the United Stares and France that 
had already tested and refined 
sophisticated nuclear weapons. 
Now the government, has indi- 
cated dial India was prepared io 
reopen talks on the Conipreheo- 
ave Test Ban Treaty, but this 
time as a nuclear state. 

Wednesday's ‘tests were fully 


contained with no release of 
radioactivity into die atmos- 
phere," the statement said. Both 
explosions, which were con- 
ducted at 06:51 GMT, were 
measured a less than 1 kiloton, it 
said. They woe much smaller 
than Monday's three explosions, 
winch international monrtots 
estimated at a total of 10 mo- 
rons. The bomb the Unified 
States dropped on Hiroshima 
was 15 kQotons. Near the test 
site, a desert range 550 km 


southwest of New Delhi vil- 
lagers ’Abo thought Monday’s 
tests were an earthquake said 
Wednesday's were barely 
noticeable. 

"We felt a slight jolt in the 
afiemocu but it was very little 
compared ro what hsppened two 
days ago,” said Laksfaman Singh 
Srnhar, headman of Chacha vil- 
lage five km Jrom the rest siie. 

India's first nuclear tea, 24 
years ago. was conducted at the 
same range. 


Jordan, Syria resume water talks 

(Continued from page 1) 


Jordanian officials say the waier- 
ihrrsy Kingdom is expeaoi ro get 
an S5 million cubic metres (MCM I 
of water per year from the river 
once the dam is built. 

Jordan has alien complained it 
was only getting a fraction of its 
water share because Syria had set 
up several sand ditches along ils 
path to start water before rt reach- 
es Jordan. “Wfe have an interest in 
the WDideh Dam and we intend to 
build it,” a senior Jordanian official 


told the Jordan Times on Wednes- 
day. "Bui we are see k ing how to 
finance the project, including its 
feasibility,” he added, "we are try- 
ing to do something with the Syri- 
ans-" Israel agreed ro give Jordan 
over 200 million cubic metres of 
water annually, mostly from the 
Yamxxik River under a peace deal 
it signed with the Kingdom in 
1994. The Water Ministry esti- 
mates that the water deficit in Jor- 
dan for al] uses will grow from 
about 222 MCM in 1995 to 251 
MCM by (he year 201 1. 
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Majali briefed on Central Bank’s 
development, restructuring programme 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Wednesday attend- 
ed the weekly meeting of 
the directors of the Central 
Bank of Jordan’s depart- 
ments and offered sugges- 
tions on the bank's admin- 
istrative development pro- 
gramme. 

Dr. Majali underlined the 


need for an exchange- of 


views among senior offi- 
cials and employees at 
every level. 

He also urged the bank's 
management to offer appro- 
priate incentives to distin- 
guished staff members in a 
bid to promote develop- 
ment. 

Central Bank Governor 
Ziyad Fariz reviewed the 
steps taken so far in the 
course of implementing the 
development and restruc- 
turing programme and the 
Central Bank's ongoing 
task of monitoring Jordan- 
ian banks. 

The Central Bank has cre- 
ated specific departments 



Prime Minister Majali meeting with the governor of Central Bank and other senior 
officials (Petra photo) 


for maintaining control 
over banks' operations, 
investments and foreign 
currency transactions, a 
plan which Dr. Fariz said 
was bound to raise the effi- 


and 


riency of workers 
reduce bureaucracy. 

Speaking at the meeting, 
the department directors 
said the bank has finalised 
draft laws on Jordanian 


banking operations and 
guaranteeing deposits. 
They also outlined the 
process of replacing worn- 
out Jordanian currency with 
new notes. 


British official arrives for 
talks on Jordan aid programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The top 
official at the U.K/s Depart- 
ment for International Devel- 
opment (DFID). John Vereker. 
and Margaret Vowles. bead of 
the agency’s Western Asia 
Department, arrived Wednes- 
day in Amman to discuss 
Britain's aid programme to 
Jordan, according to a British 
embassy press release. 

Mr. Vereker and Ms. Vowles 
are scheduled to hold meetings 
with the ministers of plannin g, 
finance, education and social 


Development to review the 
present aid programme to Jor- 
dan and a number of future 
projects under consideration, 
the statement said. 

During his visit to Amman. 
Mr. Vereker will attend the 
signing of a U.KL-Jordan 
memorandum of understand- 
ing providing a British grant of 
approximately $ l .96 milli on to 
support the development of the 
Jordanian Capital Market. This 
grant will finance a two-year 
technical assistance project in 


A LEADING COMPUTER CO. 
IN SAUDI ARABIA 


Requires a 

PURCHASING MANAGER 


With the following qualifications and 
requirements: 

- 10 years minimum experience (less 
will not be considered). 

- University degree in business or 
. finance. 

- Perfect English and Arabic. 


The candidate will be based in 
Riyadh and will be offered an 
attractive salary, generous benefits 
and performance bonus. 

Candidates should send CVs to the Attn, 
of the General Manager either by 
fax No. 4645864 or to P.O.Box 927060 
Amman - Jordan 


support of the efforts of the 
Jordan Securities and 
Exchange Co mmis sion and 
the Jordanian Stock Exchange, 
the announcement added. 

The LUC will be working 
alongside other donors to help 
the Jordanian authorities 
develop an effectively regulat- 
ed capital market which will 
encourage both local and 
international investor confi- 
dence. Creation of an active 
and transparent capital market 
operating to international stan- 
dards can help accelerate eco- 
nomic growth leading to 
increased employment oppor- 
tunities, it said. The project is 
one of several DFID activities 
1 in the economic and social 
sectors. Others include two 
projects with the Ministry of 
Social Development and the 
Queen Zein A1 Sharaf Training 
Complex, as well as develop- 
ment projects implemented by 
the voluntary and non-govem- 
mental organisation sector 
totalling about JD250.000 
annually, the statement noted. 

It added that British and Jor- 
danian institutions cooperate 
closely on activities under the 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology’s Jordan 
Badia Research and Develop- 
ment Programme, which is 
supported by a JD500.000 
grant towards improving live- 
stock productivity and increas- 
ing the income of the badia 
livestock owners. 


Obeidat 
wants role 
of supply 
ministry 
boosted 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordan Consumer Protec- 
tion Society Wednesday 
criticised the draft trade 
and industry law saying it 
is lacking ways of handling 
supply issues. 

Mohammad Obeidat. 
president of the society, 
said the society prefers to 
keep the Ministry of Sup- 
ply and to develop its role 
further. 

Dr. Obeidat .added . that 
the increase in the. number 
of the less-fortunate people, 
and the scarcity of 
resources and the limited 
market require giving the 
Ministry of Supply an 
effective role in the future. 

He called for changing 
the role of the ministry and 
to transform it into a min- 
istry of trade and supply 
and to aflUate the industry 
with the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. 

The society president 
described the draft law as 
a" dish that opens the 
appetite but lacking salt". 
He indicated that it is inter- 
twined and neglects funda- 
mental requirements for 
specifying and monitoring 
the supply dealings 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MAY 15, 1998 


By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Postpone a date until 
later in the week. You'll be too busy with career matters 
or cramming for a big test. If you do well, you could get 
an increase in your allowance or paycheque. You'll 
have to concentrate to succeed, but the odds are in your 
favour. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A private matter needs 
to be resolved before you can take off on your weekend 
excursion. Make sure a person who’s been bothering 
you knows where you stand. Settle the matter instead of 
stirring up a bigger battle. After that, the weekend looks 
marvellous. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You have to make your 
money stretch a little further, but you can learn bow to 
do this. Talk to a Cancer or Taurus. They know all kinds 
of neat tricks. There are also books on the subject If 
you're more comfortable learning that way. stop by the 
library tonight 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Somebody you trust is 
giving you a hard time. This is only meant to wake you 
up. A little confrontation is good for you once in a 
while. This person is actually on your side. Think of it 
as coaching. Make it into a very productive discussion. 
Don’t hold anything back. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Work demands your full 
attention. You're hustling and bustling, but you’re get- 
ting a lot done. You're also making a good impression 
on the people in authority. You're proving you can actu- 
ally do what you say you can. That's the objective, any- 
way. so keep at it * 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Someone you 
love wants something that’s out of the question. You 
may have to be the one to deliver the bad news. Be firm, 
but pleasant This afternoon, set lofty goals. You’ve got 
a good chance of bringing them to completion the old- 
fashioned way. By working. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You and your 
mate could get into an argument The topic needs to be 
discussed, but you don't need to get up in arms about it 
The limits you're under aren’t anybody's fault You 
mght be able to change things, but for now, you should 
make the best of what you've got 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You’re 
learning quickly, but you’re still up against quite a chal- 
lenge. Your work requires not only concentration, but 
also a lot of energy. Listen to an older person who’s 
advising a different way. He or she is speaking from 
experience and may see something you’re missing. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Work you've done recently will start to pay off. Treat 
yourself and a friend to a special evening. You don’t 
have to go out to make it special, by the way. Don't plan 
anything for lunchtime, though. You won’t have your 

pavchequej^L t!f . . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Every- 
one's in love with you, some more than others — - one* in 1 
particular, quite noticeably. You can arrange to get 
together at your place this evening. No need to invite 
the whole gang, although they may show up anyway. 
Better get some chips and dip on your way home. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You could 
be a big help later in the day, when a close friend or rel- 
ative runs into a snag. You know how to deal with this 
problem and can pass along your expertise. Meanwhile, 
follow through on a promise. Something needs to get 
done before quitting time. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You may not 
realise how much your friends are doing behind the 
scenes to help. You may not even realise that, when 
people talk about you. they’re saying very nice things. 
This evening, practice being even more proficient at 
what you're doing. It's working. 




Birtbstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Fingerboard 
increment 
5 Evergreens 
10 Demand for 
electric power 

14 unit cost 

15 Central Florida 
city 

16 Concerning 

17 Capital of the 
Midwest? 

19 Put away 

20 Peak in Sicily 

21 Black 

22 Queen Mab's 
subjects 

26 Concerning 

28 Infamous traitor 

29 Estrange 

33 Makes peaceful 

34 Toot one's own 
hom 

35 Roman 1109 

36 Great Lake 

37 Burp 

38 Legal action 

grp. 

39 Zesty flavor 

40 Powerful stink 

41 Handle capably 

42 Pittsburgh team 

44 Trococflie ' 

45 Paddles 

46 Walks of life 

47 FWnted 

50 Muhammad 
and others 

51 Chinese secret 
society 

52 Capital of the 
Southwest? 

58 Jai„ 

59 ■Crazy' singer 

60 Ominous 

61 Greek letter 

62 Male deer 

63 of Worms 
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By Frank FL Jackson 
Washington, 


DOWN 

1 _ Angelico 

2 Ship deserter 

3 Numerical 
ending 

4 Golfer's peg 

5 Assigned 

6 Taskbar Images 

7 Okinawa capital 

8 Inventor 
Whitney 


9 Portuguese 
saint 

10 Capita! of the 
Northeast? 

11 Suspicious 

12 Presley's 
middle name 

13 Freshly moist 
18 Simon and 

Ybung 

21 Tours summer 

22 Skies 

23 Noah's peak 

24 Like 
Roilerbiadas 

25 Capital of the 
Southeast? 

26 Interjection of 
regret 

27 Exhale aucfibiy 

29 Van Gogh 
location 

30 Give one's 
consent 

31 Gardener 

32 Oozes forth 
34 Lager and ale 
37 Rabbit's title 
41 German 

sausage 



Peanuts 


FIRST HE PUSHES ME OFF 
THE SWIN6.THEN HE SAYS 
HE THINKS I'M CUTE.. 


IF SOMEONE TELL5 YOU 
YOU'RE CUTE WHEN YOU 
KNOW YOU'RE NOT CUTE, 
WHAT DO YOU PO? 




Andy Capp 



[G1 1SS6 Two* Mods Sanaa, tac 

Mripai 


43 Track circuit 

44 Hall platforms 

46 Resist 
separation 

47 Wild shot 

48 Empty space 

49 Art school subj. 

50 "ViSSi tfarte," 
e.g. 


52 IBM products 

53 Choice abbr. 

54 Byrnes of ■ 
Sunset Strip* 

55 Noon on a 
sumflai 

56 "We fhe 

World* 

57 Ready to go 


Mutt’n’Jeff 




HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, MAY 14. I99fr 


By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Contact a distant friend 
this morning for valuable insider information. It might 
not be available later in the day. Be watching for a 
career opportunity this afternoon, and a romantic one 
this evening. A friend may be interested in a more per- 
sonal relationship. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’ll be more confi- 
dent about expressing yourself verbally later this after- 
noon. For the next several weeks, you’ll find it easier 
than usual to find the right words. Test this phenomenon 
at a meeting tonight You may surprise yourself. . 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’ve been a little 
quicker than you should be with your wit In other 
words, you’ve been shooting from the hip with your lipL. 
You may have to learn this lesson the hard way, but 
don’t fret. This will be good for you. Next time, don’t 
forget to think before you speak. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You don’t have to do 
everything by yourself. You have friends who are eager 
to help. There are professionals you can rely on, too. 
This afternoon, employ one to assist you. Somebody 
else can speak better in a certain situation than you can 
for yourself. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your boss is assigning you 
all sorts of new responsibilities. That's because it looks 
like you can handle them. The better you look, more 
work you get. And the more work you get, the more 
money you earn. And the more money you earn, the 
better you look. It’s a win- win-win situation!. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Sometimes you 
fee like a nag, but if you weren't there pointing out the 
things people are doing wrong, how would they ever be 
able to improve themselves? They know you love them; 
if they don’t know that already, well then, mention it 
again tonight. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You and your 
sweetheart or partner need to discuss financial matters 
tonight. There are decisions to make. Look over your 
options and get serious about the numbers. It'll be eas- 
ier to budget once you decide what you're going to do. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21.) Don’t buy 
something on a w him this morning. You may figure out 
a way to do without it this afternoon. You and a thrifty 
friend can make a game out of seeing who's the more 
creative, and have a great time while you’re pinching 
pennies. It doesn’t have to be drudgery. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Speak your mind this morning. You’re making a good 
impression on a person in authority. This person won't 
open doors for you, but will encourage you to open 
them for yourself. You can do it too. And you’d better 
do it first thing this mooting,. By tonight jt.won’jt be so 
easy. ‘ ‘ ;• 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January: 20) Things 
should clear up by this afternoon. You’ll feel a surge of 
power. You’ll think you can leap tall buildings and pull 
off grandiose schemes. The odds are improving, but for 
your best shot wait until tonight You'll have been 
more going for you then. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) An early 
get-together with friends should go well. Later, you'll 
have more pressing demands on your time. Cruise 
through that stack of papers piled on your desk. There 
might be something overdue in there. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) It won’t matter if 
you make plans for this morning or not. Things that are 
scheduled will get displaced and things not scheduled 
will demand attention. Tonight you'll find it easier to 
express your opinion, so go ahead and do it, finally. 




Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



Scientists have isolated the gene that 
causes scientists to isolate genes.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri Arnold and MB»Argirior 


Unscramble those tour Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to toon 
four ordinary words. 
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The Business 
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Answer hom; 


Saturday’s 


Now arrange the rifded letters lo 
fomt tha surprlsa answer, as sug- 
gested by tha above cartoon. 

"Y y y N y sv * Vi* N” 
A A < A. X X j. 

(Answers tomorrow} 
Jumbles: AGING MEALY CEMENT FIASCO 


.iww. mCAL T WtMtn I rtniTV 

Answer Why a diamond cutter's work Is complex — 
tT HAS MANY FACETS 
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Business & Finance 


Beat 


netv$ fro m the Arabic Press 

Declining interest rate on dinar seen 
behind rise in foreign currency deposits 


** ACCORDING TO the latest Monthly 
Statistical Bulletin issued by the Central 
Bank of Jordan, the dinar-denominated 
deposits have declined from JD4.36 mil- 
lion in 1997 to JD4.23 million at the end 
of February 1998. This three per cent 
drop compares with an 11 per cent 
increase in dinar-denominated deposits 
dining last year. 

During the past years, the deposits in 
Jordanian dinars were constantly rising as 
a result of high interest rates which were 
used as a monetary weapon to make the 
dinar more attractive for savings and 
investments. As the interest on dinar 
deposits were lowered, deposits in for- 
eign currencies have increased by two per 
cent from the equivalent of JD2.39 mil- 
lion in 1997 to the equivalent of JD2.45 
million at the end of February 1998. 
JD2.37 million of the amount were 
deposits at the licensed banks. 

Edward Far, advisor at the BritishBank. 
attributed the shift to the drop in interest 
rate on the dinar. He explained that the 
interest margin berween the dinar and the 
dollar has narrowed from 4.5 per cent last 
year to three per cent during the early 
months of 1 998. Mr. Far cautioned that if 
the trend towards foreign currency 
deposits continues during the year, it 
would be a risky path running contrary to 
the monetary policy which aims at mak- 
ing the dinar more attractive. 

Fakhri Bilbeisi, advisor at Philadelphia 
Investment Bank, saw the trend towards 
foreign currency deposits as being the 
result of doubts because of rising risks, 
especially with the increase in Jordan's 
debts which exceed S7.5 billion. Fears 


about economic growth slowing was also 
seen by Mr. Bilbeisi as a factor for 
switching away from dinar deposits. 

Mr. Bilbeisi expressed great concern 
over the dinar's strength and the 
Jordanian reserves if the Palestinians 
resort to issue a Palestinian currency. He 
indicated that around JD500 million and 
S700 million are estimated to be the size 
of dinars and dollars in the Palestinian 
market. “This represents half of the 
reserves.** he said. 

Statistics also show that dinar deposits 
in the Palestinian areas have dropped by 
around four per cent, from JD510.5 mil- 
lion in 1997 to JD49I million at the end 
of February 1998. At the same rime, for- 
eign currency deposits rose by 2.2 per 
cent, from the equivalent of JD899. 1 mil- 
lion to the equivalent of JD91S.5 million. 
Of the amount, the equivalent of JD555.4 
million are in U.S. dollars. 

The advisor of the Philadelphia 
Investment Bank concluded by indicating 
that the foreign currency liberalisation 
policy adopted by the Central Bank since 
the second half of last year has con- 
tributed to the decline in interest on the 
dinar and the activation in foreign curren- 
cy dealings. 

Jordan National Bank Chairman Rajae 
Muasber said that demand for foreign 
currency loans is better than the demand 
for dinar credits although the latter is still 
higher. He attributed this to the need of 
businesses to finance their projects in for- 
eign currencies especially in light of the 
foreign exchange liberalisation and the 
low interest rate < A3 Arab A1 Yawm). 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Currency 


USD 


DEM 


GBP 


Prices asst 13/05/9819:45 


CHF 


JPY 


CAD 


m_ 


NLG 


FRF 


US Dollar 

- 

1.7781 

0.6132 

14797 

134.11 

14437 

175340 

24032 

5.9620 

DE Marie 

0.5824 

- 

03446 

04321 

7643 

04118 

98094 

1.1269 

3.3538 

GB Sterling 

1.8306 

29000 

- 

24123 

218.75 

23544 

2859.61 

34668 

9.7228 

■ CH Franc- 

0.8758 

■ 120.09 

4fc414<Kj 

- illM.,* 

•‘B0j59 j 

-0475? 

1184.64 

13643 

4.0278 

JPYen 

04)075 

1.3254 

04668 

1.1026 

- . . 

14761. 

4107 

148.35. 

4.4439 

- CA Dollar 

0.6927 

*12916 


14586 

• i JOB- 

- 

127040 



FT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0138 

0.3494 

0.0844 

130944 


- 

1142 


NL Guilder 

0^4992 

88.69 

03058 

73JB5 

6649 


87447 

- • 


FR Franc 

0.1677 

02981 

0.1027 

24.8064 

2247 


33.59 





Middle Eastern Currencies 


USD 

JOD 


.BAH 

QAT 

IffTfl 




US Dollar 

- 

0.709Q 

3.7605 

04770 

3.6405 

E£39 

3.6728 

151270 

3.4160 

Jordan Dinar 

1A104 

- 

02898 


5.1347 


5.1803 

2133.57 

44181 

Saadi Riyal 

0^668 

0.1890 
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097 

04815 

048 

40343 

0.9108 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8806 

9.9483 


9-66 

04103 

9.74 

401247 

20610 

Qatar Dinar 

0^747 

0.1948 

1.0302 

1.0302 

- 

0.0839 

141 

415.62 

04383 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2733 
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122766 

14340 

1142 

- 

1202 

4951.55 

0.9383 

Emirates Dinar 

(L2723 

0.1930 
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0.1026 

OB912 

04832 

- 

411.87 

04301 
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04492 
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- 

22582 


(L2927 
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JPY 
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GBP 

74323 

74740 

74740 
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AL (3 Months) 

1385 
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JPY 

04729 

0.6148 

0.6583 

. n ■ 

CU (3 Months) 

1743 

1745 



DEM 

3.6062 

3.7188 

34500 

44374 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1080 

1081 



FRF 

3.5313 

1.7917 

1.8750 
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Lead (3 Months] 
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648 



CHF 
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5.0920 

44040 

■ 



Ms 
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Index 

Value 
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DOW JONES 

91954 

33.63 

047 

9221.06 

9157.03 

9181.77 

Newyork 

S&P500 

111844 

265 

044 

112141 

1114.93 

111279 


FT-SE100 

59729 
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047 

6000.2 

59494 

5958.7 


N DOGE 225 

1634341 

2143 

0.14 

153434 

151629 

153226 


CAC 40 

4019.76 

3243 

041 

4045.77 

400746 

398743 

Frankfurt 

OP 

OC 

637088 

7943 

14 

638942 

532143 
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Bahrain’s 
aluminium 
company 
to borrow 
$400m 

MANAMA I AFP) — 

Bahrain's national aluminium 
company Alba, the world's 
second largest producer, is set 

to borrow «400 million for 

three development projects, 
iLs finance director said 
Wednesday. 

Alba will sign an eight-year 
loan with a consortium of six 
bunks within the next two 
months to fund a S250 million 
coke fuel plant, a desalination 
plant and development of its 
marine terminal, Ahmed 
Saleh A] Nouaimi told Al 
Ayyam newspaper. 

The coke plant, to be build 
by Germany's Mannesman 
KTI. will he completed in 
2000 and will enable Alha to 
produce 450.000 tonnes of 
coke a year, of which 200,000 
tonnes will be exported. 

Coke, the substance that 
remains after coal is healed 
and the cas and tar is 
removed, is used mainly for 
heating furnaces. 

The loan will also fund con- 
struction of a desalination 
plant and loading dock for the 
export of aluminium, both to 
be built by Mannesman under 
a contract signed in 
December. 
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English- Arabic business daily 
to publish within two months 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special iu the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A first of its 
kind dual format English 
and Arabic daily newsletter 
is expected to hit the stands 
within the next two months 
following the government's 
approval in early April. 
Mustafa Abu Lebdeh, the 
newsletter's founder, said 
Wednesday. 

The newsletter, slated to 
be named “Business Dav" 


ip. English and “Al 
Yaoumia" in Arabic, will 
coccer.traie oc providing 
economic and business 
news and features primarily 
aimed at the business exec- 
utive community. Mr. Abu 
Lebdeh said. 

“The new sletter will focus 
on political as well as eco- 
nomic news and analysis 
and feaiurcs along with cur- 
rent events,” he added. 

Recer.i studies have 
shown that the daily news- 


paper circulation in the 
Kingdom has actually 
declined over the past two 
years due to the increase in 
the newsstand prices, forced 
by escalating costs of 
newsprint on the interna- 
tional market and high local 
taxes. 

However, Mr. Abu 
Lebdeh said he was confi- 
dent that his newsletter 
would carve out a market 
niche by prompt and accu- 
rate reporting larger mg spe- 


cific markets. 

“We are still working on 
the outlook of the newslet- 
ter. such as number of 
paces, staff and price." Mr. 
Abu Lebdeh said, stressing 
that the project was still in a 
preparatory phase, 

Mr. Abu Lebdeh. formerly 
chief editor uf the Kuwaiti 
Arabic daily A! Siaseh. 
founded Al Aswaq in 1991 
and currently works as Al 
Aswaq chief editor. 


UAE urged to allow foreign investment in stocks 

Development 


ABU DHABI (AFP i — The 
United Arab Emirates fL*AE> 
should open its stock market 
to foreign investors to activate 
dealing and reverse a steads 
capital flight, officials and 
dealers have said. 

"1 believe expatriates should 
be given access to the market 
when it is opened." Central 
Bank Governor Sultan A! 
Suw-eidi told Al Khaleej daily 

“We are in an age of open- 
ness and foreign investment in 
our stocks will expand the 
market and attract capital ... 
Bui i prefer that expatriates 
should not be permitted to 
own the shares of all compa- 
nies in the country" he said. 

Foreigners, who far outnum- 
ber locals in the UAE. are not 
allowed to deal in local shares 


while investment in other sec- 
tors must include a minimum 
5! per cent national partner- 
ship. 

Such restrictions have com- 
bined with a high government 
ownership in trading institu- 
tions and a tendency for long- 
term investment to smother 
share-t radin g in the L'.AE. 
which has no official stock 
exchange. 

But officials -aid last year 
they would consider giving 
limited access to expatriates 
w hen a formal floor is finally 
commissioned. 

“i support calls for opening 
channels to expatriates to 
invest their funds instead of 
transferring them abroad." 
said Mohammad Al Abbar. 
director several of the Dubai 


Economic 
Department. 

“1 wonder why some refuse 
the principle of foreign partic- 
ipation in local companies at a 
time when the world is head- 
ing for openness ... I believe 
that foreign investment is a 
positive element for any econ- 
omy." he added. 

Bankers said Asians and 
other foreign communities in 
the UAE siphon out more than 
half their monthly income in 
the absence of investment 
opportunities. 

UAE nationals themselves 
also invest large funds abroad 
as they are scared off by 
alleged insider- trading and 
other malpractices in the unof- 
ficial stock market. 

Dealers said opening the 
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11.36 

0.00 

1 

1 

50 

9000 

110 

18900 

2.17 

2.10- 

2.20 
‘ 2.10 

.03* 

laSORAUC* SECTOR TOTALS WDEX: 122.47 *CBCi 

*0.14 

2 

9050 

19010 




2.240 

1.620 

JUR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.9 

5.39 

5 

359 

731 

2.03 




3.550 

ARAB WTL. HOTELS 

14.3 

4.3G 

2 

200 

930 

4.89 




-970 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

44.3 

0.00 

30 

23700 

26187 

1.09 

1.11 



.850 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

16.6 

0.00 

4 

2750 

2358 

.90 




.330 

JORDAN INIL.TRAD. 


0.00 

12 

14270 

5447 

.37 




8.700 

ALRA'I 

8.8 

6.96 

* 

SO 

431 

8.50 

8.62 

.22+ 

X.4B0 

1.060 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

P 

0.00 

3 

12500 

13500 

1,10 



4.800 

2.890 

ARAB UfTL-UtV-EDDC. 

9.9 

2-ec 

4 

3800 

15200 

4.00 




.900 

ZARKA EDOCATIOBI 

16.2 

0.00 


1000 

920 





1.450 

UNIFIED CO. 

6.7 

7.28 

9 

2100 

3165 

1.50 

1,51 

.01+ 



SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS nCDEXj 113 

39 7CUC: 

-1.11 

70 

60729 

68869 





4.450 

2.450 

JOR. CXHEET PACT. 

15.4 

4.23 

22 

12125 

31597 

2.61 

2,60 




9.270 

JOR. PETROL. RET UtMOt 

10.1 

8. 56 

—• 

1785 

18492 

10.35 

10.38 

.03* 



1-040 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

10.8 

7.35 

m 

100 

136 

1.35 

1.36 




1.100 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.ACR. 

« 

o.sc 

4 

1400 

1680 

1.22 

1,20 




5.800 

JOR. WORSTED HILLS 

8.3 

3.17 

3 

5350 

33185 

6.15 

6.30 




3.560 

ARAB FHARM. KMTF. 

14.7 

3.75 

126 

57050 

306978 

5.26 

5.34 


S 

1.420 

-750 

RAP LA INDUSTRIES 


0.00 

1 

500 

400 

.81 




6.350 

4.650 

DAR XLDAWA DV.IMV. 

7.0 

6.03 

6 

1250 

7250 

5.70 

5.80 

.10+ 


.570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK S PtXXLTHT 

15.9 

0.00 

20 

25650 

12056 

.47 




.620 

.510 

NATIONAL I (OS. 

9 

0.00 

5 

2450 

1274 

.52 

.52 



.760 

.370 

INTERRED. PETRO-CHEH. 

9 

o.oc 

10 

3250 

1333 

.41 

.41 


s 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE HIRE.MPAC 

27.2 

o.oq 

19 

5600 

6369 

1.15 

1.13 



.730 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEH 

11.4 

o.eo 

5 

5050 

3035 

.60 

.60 



1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM.CSKK. 

15.2 

4.35 

34 

26450 

36296 

1.32 

1.38 

.06+ 

s 

Z. 540 

.810 

UN IV. MODM.IlfDS. 

14.0 

6.82 

16 

5640 

4962 





1.620 

1.320 

NATL. CHLORIME 

9.3 

7.52 

5 * 

530 

704 

1.32 






JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

12.1 

11.63 

4 

2750 

2365 

.87 




1.660 

1.290 

EL -ZAJf READY WEAR 

48.9 

O.CC 

11 

4950 

6856 

1.36 





1.080 

ZHTL. TOBACCO 

7.2 

5.65 

7 

10650 

13270 

1.25 




.860 

.660 

JORDAN A perl 

8.5 

9.21 

13 

iiaso 

8941 

.75 

.76 





KID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.7 

0. CO 

21 

62000 

36580 

.59 

.59 




INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INSEXi 104. 

.30 *OBGi 

-0.17 

340 

246380 

533758 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEXi 179. 

.95 xcasi 

*1.45 

792 

486252 

1971067 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR WDENSDAY 13/05/1998 




N 

1.050 

.910 

EXPORT fi PZN.BNX.75Z 

17.0 

0.00 

12 

7750 

5193 

.91 

.92 



.620 

.480 

HACK. igV.REHT. HATH. 

28.0 

0.00 

1 

250 

138 

.51 




.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 


0.CK3 

20 

25000 

10970 

.43 




.620 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 


0.00 

iz 

11000 

4610 

.41 




36.000 

1.000 

JOR TOURIST TRANS. CO 

24.8 

0-00 

2 

7272 

7272 




N 

2.220 

1.050 

CENTURY INV. CROUP 


0.00 

3 

10250 

14870 

1.47 





.340 

ARAB UtTL.XKV.TRS. 

39.2 

0.00 

17 

38700 

13158 





.650 

.360 

HATL . MULT . EMC . KAMICO 


0.00 

53 

116400 

52380 





.690 

.580 

MIDEAST P8ARH. 90* 

E 

0.00 

3 

4000 

2020 

.60 

.61 




.550 

RAZI PHARH. 

E 

0.00 

4 

15S50 

1D419 

.66 

.67 




.240 

XHDS. ENC. 


0.00 

1 

400 

112 





.830 

.470 

XWDS. CERAMIC 

13.4 

0-00 

2 

2350 

1195 

.50 




.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARKA.ZND. 


0.00 

4 

5100 

3141 





.710 

.430 

NATL . POOLTRT 

9 

0.00 

22 

145000 

75403 

.52 




.950 

.470 

OPTICAL* HEARING 75* 

E 

o.co 

3 

1900 

689 





1.310 

1.000 

NUTRIDAR 

P 

0.00 

14 

11300 

11859 

1.00 





.750 

EXBAL PAINT CO. 75* 

12.2 

9.47 

6 

3000 

1653 

.81 

.BO 

.01- 


CHARD TOTAL 


405222 


215066 
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Stock market to foreigners 
would ease the capital flight 
as return from shares is 
amonc the hiahest in the Arab 
World. 

They noted a rash by expa- 
triates to buy shares in the 
L’AE'x first investment fund 
to open for expatriates. 

It was launched by the 
Dubai-ha>cd Emirates Bunk 
International last year and 
bankers said authorities were 
studying allowing other 
hanks to set up similar portfo- 
lios. 

"\ believe allowing expatri- 
ates to own a percentage of 
tiie shares will enrich the 
stock market, bring additional 
funds and experience, and 
add depth to the market when 
it starts operation." stockbro- 
ker Zuhair Kaswuni said. 

The UAE ha.i the third 
biggest stock market in the 
region alter those in Saudi 
.Arabia and Kuwait, with its 
market capitalisation exceed- 
ing 100 billion dirhams 
(S27.2 billion,! at the end of 
March. 

Paid-up capital of the near- 
ly 40 trading banks and firms 
stood al around 14 billion 
dirhams iS3.S billion i. 

But turnover, the value of 
traded shares, has remained 
among the lowest in the 
region, not exceeding SI bil- 
lion a year. 

Bahrain and Oman are the 
only .Arab Gulf states to per- 
mit limited share ownership 
for foreigners while Qatar's 
burgeoning bourse has said it 
is considering following suiL 



RAD1SSON SAS 
HOTEL AMMAN 
ON THE MOVE... 

A LI Z. MAMI has recent- 
ly joined the Radisson 
SAS Hotel Amman as 
Sales Manager. Mr. Ali is 
a Jordanian national and 
has gained extensive 
experience in the five-star 
hotel industry in Jordan 
and in the Gulf. He is flu- 
ent in Arabic and English. 

Mr. Ali and colleagues 
Adel Amin. Nasser 
Kanaan. Yasin Botuush. 
[Lawrence S tee man. 

Hassan Barakui. Nasser 
Al Gharib. Amal Jad Al 
Haq and Arij Khalifeh 
will rake care of all your 
hole! needs providing a 
true YES. I CAN spirit. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


ft Arrira Forum Hoi cl. Phone 

/-unman - -Cairo - Rio 5527118 




Many villas and 
apartments for 
rentand sale 

fwfehedi Unfurnished 

nwre information call: 
Wdoun Real Estate 

S w«05/5920609«7M0007 
E-mail address 
sbdoun@go.com. jo 



;STUpip r 

Professtormi 


30% 


Shmelsanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweffiehTd: 822891 


Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more information 
please call 5684734 
E-mail: 

bluebird@go.com.jo 


b 


l FOR 
l RENT 

3^ DpIhya Villas 


l»^r ueiuxe viitds 

and Apartments 




SANABEL 


Real Estate 
S WEI FI YEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tec 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 



Quality Ser v i ced Saha 

★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Dely & 
Long Stay *Reason»ble Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 • Fax: 567455 1 
oimlt : CRYSTAL-3 go cogyp? 



jrTtrMjk^Cuiskc 


L’olimer Restaurant 

# 

Abdoun 5929564 


loomfoiwmm 


FRESH PORK 
CUTS 

At CdrtipstitMS p ri cee 

Cvme ti> the Pioneyrx. 

AL - Fl'HAiS FRESH PORK SHOP 
Near the flaccalameat School 
Td.:T2M» 






luff**! 





i xmsvs \ 

j j 


Pub & Rzstaurarrt 

Join Us & Judge 
for yourself 

inT, MUSIC 
MO X DAY O THURSDAY 

Opan for Lunch Daily 

Swcifiycti - Benina Isnkui Baokshop 
Tel 8166S0 Ce:iu!jf 075 - 2g?S4 
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Sports 


Lakers and Jazz advance 


to NBA showdown 


SEATTLE. Washington 
(AFP) — Shaquille O'Neal 
and the Los Angeles Lakers 
are on a collision course 
with Karl Malone and the 
Utah Jazz for a berth in the 
National Basketball 
Association Finals. 

The youthful Lakers beat 
Seattle 110-95 and host 
Utah beat San Antonio 87- 
77 Tuesday, giving both 
winners 4- 1 triumph in their 
best-of-seven series and set- 
ting up a showdown for the 
Western Conference title. 

The Jazz, in the Western 
finals for the third year in a 
row, ousted the Lakers frdm 
last year's playoffs but the 
Lakers beat Utah in threejof 
four meetings this season. 

"They're a great team. 
They took care of us last 
year," O’Neal said. 
‘They're hungry. But if we 
play smart, we can take care 
of them too.” 

The Lakers, who had not 
advanced past the second 
round since 1991, open the 
best-of-seven matchup with 
the Jazz od Saturday in 
Utah. 

“It's going to be a tough 
series,” Lakers guard Nick 
Van Exel said. “They 
knocked us out last season. 
We want some revenge.” 

Karl Malone scored. 24 
points and pulled down 13 
rebounds to lead Utah past 
the Spurs, who never led in 
the final two games of the 
series. 

“It’s a great accomplish- 
ment but the journey is far 
from over.” Malone said, 
recalling how the Jazz fell 
to Chicago in six games last 
season in the club's first trip 
to the NBA Finals. 

O’Neal overwhelmed 
Seattle in the deciding game 
with 31 points, nine 
rebounds and eight blocked 
shots, a playoff career high. 

“We knew what was at 
stake. . We knew if we took 
care of ^business it was 
over,” O’Neal said. *'We 
didn’t want to give them 
any life. We just wanted to 
come up here and play 
smart. I have said all year if 
we play smart we can play 
with anyone. We played 
with a lot of enthusiasm.” 

The Lakers stunned 
Seattle by hitting 60 per 
cent of their shots from the 
field and matching a team 


Seattle SuperSonics’ Sam Perkins (L) walks away after Los Angeles Lakers’ Shaquille 
O’Neal (R) slam-dunked the ball against him during the first quarter of their Western 
Conference Semifinal playoff game in Seattle 12 May. The Lakers lead the best-of- 
seven series 3-1 (AFP photo! 

playoff record with 13 The Bulls lead Charlotte 3-1 here for the 10th time in a 


three-pointers. 

“We decided if they were 
going to double-team Shaq, 
we were going to make 
them pay." Van Exel said. 
“After game one, we came 
out with a lot of maturity." 

The SuperSonics. led by 
Via Baker’s 28 points, had 
not lost four games in a row 
since January of 1992 and 
never before in George 
Karl’s tenure as coach. 

“When they gained their 
confidence in game two, we 
couldn't do anything to stop 
them," Karl said. “They 
were the better team. 
Mentally I think we have 
awakened a great basketball 
team.” 

Karl’s contract has ended 
and might not be renewed. 

“We will talk about that in 
a couple of days. No deci- 
sion has been reached.” 
Sonics general manager 
Wally Walker said. 

The Lakers have not gone 
this far in the playoff since 
they lost to Chicago in the 
finals in 1991, the year 
when Michael Jordan and 
the Bulls began a dynasty 
run that has them seeking a 
sixth title in eight years. 

Chicago and Indiana can 
advance to the Eastern 
Conference finals with 
home victories Wednesday. 


while the Pacers own the 
same margin over New 
York. 

Only six times in NBA 
history has a club rallied 
from a 3-1 deficit to win a 
playoff series. 

“We know what we have 
to do,” New York coach Jeff 
Van Gundy said. “We just 
have to be good enough to 
do it.” 

Indiana coach Larry Bird 
was named the NBA Coach 
of the Year on Tuesday. 
Only four times has that 
coach gone on to win a title, 
with Phil Jackson of 
Chicago in 1996 the only 
man to do it in the past 26 
years. 

“If we don’t win a cham- 
pionship, I will feel we 
failed because we have the 
talent to do it," Bird said. 

The Jazz proved it has the 
talent. Utah matched the 
Bulls for the best record in 
the NBA regular season at 
62-20 and won home-court 
advantage throughout the 
playoffs by winning both 
their games against 
Chicago. 

Utah shut down San 
Antonio's offense, holding 
the Spurs to 38 percent 
shooting for the game. The 
Spurs missed 1 0-of- 1 1 
three-point shots in losing 


here for the 10th time in a 
row. 

“I like the way the guys 
finished off. We finished off 
well,” Malone said. “It was 
a hard fought victory. We 
worked our butts off. You 
have to stay involved the 
whole time, play our game, 
pound it inside and stay 
focused. Everybody did 
something at some point to 
help us win. It’s great to see 
that.” 

Malone said he was happy 
for three days of rest before 
facing the Lakers. “The 
Mailman" even made a ref- 
erence to O’Neal and his 
Superman logo tattoo. 

“Even Superman needs a 
break every now and then.” 
Malone said. “I’m not call- 
ing myself Superman and 
saying I’m going to get a 
tanoo, but I'm saying every- 
body needs a break.” 

San Antonio’s David 
Robinson scored 21 points 
and pulled down 13 
rebounds but missed 11 of 
his 15 shots. NBA Rookie 
of the Year Tim Duncan had 
14 points and 11 rebounds 
for the Spurs despite a sore 
left ankle. 


“It’s frustrating,” 

Robinson said. “We've been 
through this a couple of 
time. It gets old quick" 


Baggio linked with Arsenal 


ROME (AFP! — English champions 
Arsenal want to bring Italian hero 
Roberto Baggio to Highbury next sea- 
son, it was claimed here on 
Wednesday. 

Baggio, who has scored 20 goals this 


season with Bologna and is still hoping 
to make Italy's world Cup squad, has 


been chosen by coach Arsene Wenger 
as the alternative to Dennis Bergkamp, 
the Corriere dello Sport said. 

Arsenal are not planning to part with 
their Dutch ace. out Wenger wants to 
strengthen a squad that next season 
faces a potentially gruelling 
Champions League campaign on top of 
their domestic league and cup commit- 
ments. 

Bergkamp. voted Footballer of the 
Year in England, missed the Gunners’ 
last three games of the season with a 
hamstring injury, and is still doubtful 
for this Saturday's FA Cup final 
against Newcastle United. 

However, Baggio’s arrival in north 
London could become complicated by 
the financial aspects of the deal, the 
Corriere added. 

Baggio's entourage put the Arsenal 
offer 'at 2.75 million pounds, while 
Bologna officials claim it is four mil- 
lion pounds. Italy's star of the 1994 
World Cup finals meanwhile earns 
around one million pounds a year in 
the Serie A and might ask as much as 


double that for the Premiership. 
Should the negotiations break down. 


the Corriere claimed. Arsenal already 
have their eyes on another gifted ball 
player for next season — Inter Milan's 
Nigerian Olympic champion 
Nwankwo Kanu. 

Kanu has made a miraculous recov- 
ery from surgery to correct a heart 
defect, but the sheer abundance of 
strikers at the Italian club prompted 
president Massimo Moratti this week 
to say he would be willing to loan the 
Nigerian. 

Arsenal, though, would only be inter- 
ested in a definitive transfer of the 21- 
year-old. 

Whatever happens, the most likely 
Serie A export to London next season 
will be Lazio striker Pierluigi 
Casiraghi. whose widely expected 
move to Chelsea is now due to be com- 
pleted within the week. 

Casiraghi will join fellow Italians 
Gianfranco Zola, Roberto Di Matteo, 
who he played with at Lazio, and play- 
er/coach Gianluca Vialli at Stamford 
Bridge. 


European 
Cup final 
may be 
switched 


NYON, Switzerland (AFP) 
— The European Cup final 
between Juventus of Italy and 
Real Madrid of Spain could 
be switched from Amsterdam 
because of inadequate trans- 
port arrangements, UEFA said 
Tuesday. 

The match is scheduled for 
May 20. but both clubs 
involved have requested it be 
played over two legs in Turin 
and Madrid. UEFA, football's 
European governing body, 
said it had rejected this pro- 
posal. 

The problems revolve 
around die departure and 
landing rights for charter 
flights that will cany support- 
ers of the two learns to 
Amsterdam, 

The Royal Dutch Football 
Association, the organssers of 
the match, have been unable 
to confirm whether charters 
will be allowed lo land at 
Schipol and there also are no 
guarantees they will be able to 
take off after the game 
because of local regulations. 
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Franz Beckenbauer introduces the WorM 

Cup to Jordan Times and Al Rai ’ read eff| 


)ain an helps 
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Franz Beckenbauer (the “Kaiser”) is by far the most 
successful footballer in the histoty of German football. 
Long-time undisputed captain of Bayern Munich and of 
the West German national team, he was the first German 
player to achieve 100 caps for his country. 

His record of 103 international appearances has only 
recently been overtaken by the current national team cap- 
tain. Lothar Matthaeus. Beckenbauer could have gone on 
to be the world’s most capped player had he not left his 


the 1970s World Cup and World Cup winner in ^ 
In his subsequent career as a trainer of the 
national team, Beckenbauer continued the 
track record of successes which started vmen wapife 
player, reaching the World Cup final m 
finals of the European Championship in 
bec om ing World Champions in 1990 
Franz Beckenbauer is the father of three 
ioro his main domicile has been Kitzbubel, 
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club and Germanv to continue his career in the United Apart from his great love of football, B baneE^^^j 
States. * been an avid golfer for some years. iZgjgS 


To the spectator, Beckenbauer's ball play seemed lazy, 
almost arrogant and overbearing. He never gave the 
impression of having to exert himself or work for the 
ball. He commented later “I have never regarded foot- 
ball as a job of work. My idea of work is something com- 
pletely different." 

His playing ability allowed him, in spite of his central 
defend ve position, to avoid man- to- man confrontations, 
but the “gentleman on the ball” could also fight bard if 
necessary, and urge on his team-mates. 

Idolized by German fans. Beckenbauer was unques- 
tionably the greatest “libero" of all time. He virtually 
invented the “free man” position in defence, sweeping 
forward with panacbe to become at once a midfielder or 
even an attacker. No “libero” since then has been able to 
escape comparison with the way Beckenbauer interpret- 
ed the position. 

His list of successes with Bayern Munich is impres- 
sive: Four Bundesiiga (Federal German League) champi- 
onship titles, four times West German Cup winner, three 
times winner of the European Champions Cup. once win- 
ner of the European Cup Winners Cup and one-time win- 
ner of the World Cup Cup championships, played 
between the European and South American champi- 
onships. 

But the list of honours does not end there: runner-up 
with the West German team in the 1966 World Cup, 
European Champions Cup winner in 1972, third place in 


been an avid golfer for some years. ”• 

Since 1992 he has occupied one of the posts 
president of FC Bayern Munich. He took over as rotating 
coach of the club with effect from Janu^t jg|g 
Although Beckenbauer enjoyed a spell as trainer 
French team Olympique Marseilles following the 1990^- 
World Cup, it is the first dine he has trained a Bundesiiga.;! 
club side. Since 1994, he has been President of KiJ 
Bayern Munich. - ' * '.-X 

Beckenbauer’s monthly columns, in which he offers \ 
his opinions and analyses of German and European foot-7-, 
ball, are published worldwide and are distributed' by 
Global Media Services — gms, a wholly-owned sub--- 
sidiaiy of the German Press Agency dpa. -rv 
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Look for Beckenbaur’s World Cup quizzes and 
team previews in the Jordan Tunes and -its sister - 
Arabic Daily Al Rai’ starting May 16. j 
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Kluivert sets chance 


to put torrid years behind him 


PARIS (AFP) — Dutch 
striker Patrick Kluivert has 
had a torrid two years — 
making headlines for all 
the wrong reasons. 

The 22-year-old AC 
Milan players was found 
guilty last year of 
manslaughter and sen- 
tenced to 240 hours of 
community service for 
killing someone in a^ 

crash 

• Then the. Dutch striker 
was accused of rape and 
risked being in prison when 
the World Cup gets under 
way this June. 

But a Dutch appeal court 
ruled in Febuary that there 
were no grounds to pursue 


rape charges brought by a 
20-year-old woman and 
they were dropped. 

Finally Kluivert could 
turn his mind to action on 
the field. 

In March he scored twice 
to earn AC Milan a 2-2 
draw at Parma and a place 
in the Italian Cup final. It 
also underlined the fact that 
Holland possess^ope^th^ 
strongest strike forces in 
the World 'Cil^ ■- ■ JJC 

Kluivert is a classic 
example of the famous 
Ajax youth programme. 

His fame was sealed 
when he scored the Win- 
ning goal for Ajax in the 
1995 Champions League 



Final. 

began to ..Unravel he chine 
unte 1 

from the Dutch press anti 
public that after only three 
years with Ajax he needed 
a change of country. 

Looking first at England, 
he finally decided to move 
to Italy and Milan in 1997. 


But like many foreign 

impoi$ rr iJ^JfQund. it 

hard, to mate. Bis mark with 

, _ 4JfT i> >•!■.# i i 

the Italian j^anis. 

However with Dennis 
Berkamp alongside him, 
Holland’s Group E rivals 
Belgium, South Korea and 
Mexico could be in for a 
battering. 


Shearer: England’s indestructible deadly weapon 


PARIS (AFP) — England captain Alan 
Shearer, the deadliest striker of his gen- 
eration and a favourite to win the 
Golden Boot award in the 1998 World 
Cup finals, is not bashful about his 
international ambitions. 

“I want to win 100 caps and to 
become England's top scorer,” says the 
Newcastle hitman. “By the time I hang 
my boots up at 35 or 36 1 want to be able 
to look back and say I gave everything, 
wanted to play every game and tried my 
best in every game.” 

Shearer’s famous powers of determi- 
nation and mental strength have helped 
him overcome a string of career- threat- 
ening injuries and a goal drought that 
might have destroyed the confidence of 
a lesser charcter. 

The ankle ligament damage which 
ruled him out for six months of the cur- 


rent season was the fourth serious injury 
to affect his career in the last four years. 

There were fears that be may not be fit 
to make the final s in France or that his 
return to action would be too late for 
him to get match-fit again. 

But once again, the most expensive 
player in British football history proved 
his critics wrong by returning to action 
ahead of schedule in January after 
putting himself through an exhaustive 
recovery programme. 

The same mental resilience also 
helped him overcome the intense pres- 
sure created by his inexplicable failure 
to score for England over a 13-game, 
20-month period between September 
1995 and June 19% — a drought which 
has restricted his overall goal tally to 16 

i a n; i- . * 


into the roof of the Swiss net in p *he beat Arantxa 
England's 1-1 draw. Shearer has repaid jdiez V’icario in the 
the faith put in him with a string of com- p®r-finals of the 1 996 
manding performances. The 27-year- Julian Open, win- 
old Geordie has led from the front since ^ 2-6, 16-14 

being named England captain by new r battle was the 
coach Glenn Hoddle at the start of the ^ ^omen's match 
World Cup campaign in September. . f * Ae event. lasting 
Shearer began his career at L }m,ns - The final set 
Southampton and made his debut for ITS* 22mins. 
England against France in 1992 before L^-fory propelled 
Kenny Dalglish rook him to Blackburn A'wo ih e t0 p jq 
R overs where he scored over 30 league L r |pl time. 


I saUJN.AFP* — It is a 
flail Rubin. 
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goals in three consecutive seasons, help- ^ f-;, as excelling in 
ing the club win its first league title for i h^da was even 

0 1 . ... ■ i rvnr r_ r i , nrur l. . 


81 years in 1995. In July 1996 be ^ U °, ces>ful on the 
became the world’s most expensive c, ? u n. winning 
player at the time when he returned to % Jr Ian Open dou- 


goals in 34 games. Since rediscovering his home town club of Newcastle for ^ '^mcaily with 
his scoring touch with a thumping shot £15 million. * - v *Cari.-. — — 


Aging Valderrama holds the key for Colombia 


ells and 

^ Vhp u.. 


^Linl h _ Un *«r wrist 


PARIS (AFP) — As Colombia prepare for 
iheir third straight World Cup final appear- 
ance, an unmisiakeable figure remains the 
heartbeat of the side. 

Carlos Valderrama, now 36 and still with 
the same flaming, flying hairstyle, remains 
the key figure as die Colombians aim to 
make amends for their disastrous campaign 
in the United States four years ago. 

Valderrama. the first Colombian to play 
more than 100 internationals, is the oldest 
player on a team of veterans. No fewer than 
16 of the 22-man squad that played in the 
U.S. four years ago took part in the quali- 
fying tournament and Valderrama’s own 
international career dales back 14 years. 

In an event where experience can be cru- 
cial, the presence of Valderrama could be 


of crucial importance in France, even 
though be now plays his club soccer in die 
less ratified atmosphere of the MSL, where 
he piys his trade for expansion club the 
Miami Fusion. 

While Valderrama is often noticed first 
for his appearance, be also has some sub- 
lime soccer skills. He is a splendid passer 
of the ball, an excellent reader of the gamf* 
and a fine creator of chances. 

His finishing, however, is less impressive 
and he has scored only 10 times as interna- 
tional leveL 

His style of play has allowed him to pro- 
long his career. Never one to hare after the 
50-50 ball, he is content to often stroll, 
making his mark with a deft pass or quick 
burst 


But he is a bom leader. ■ 

Prior to moving to the Slates be played 
for Santa Marta, Millionarios and Atteticc 
National in Colombia, French side 
Montpellier, Valladolid in Spain and then 


* Linr,™ 1 ner w n at 
fci ft? ev «i. She 

? a coirs l ? com- 
mand I" °* wee ks 

* from a 

at 

Jkt 0n „ vvhere sh e 


l Sm tba 
-i && 
mewfe* 
Eavtboar 
seven pKi 
vo t his % 

tiw 

pUy*f $ 
Act 

like i‘nr « 
ti prrsv * 
"I jtW! 
ftVUVH A 

*od £&? 

cxn Jt* #? 

After c j 
nuke a 
zutdd Ixi 
wiaj .vfiiy 
factJOft 
mofliera 
Jirtiiary, » 
with iu±o; 
» sfi the 
rhe t'siievJ 
Iva Mi; 
Cmrcr 

of the Aw 
She 

iog Jana S 

vmi-fioah 
Those 
evidcrKe t 
was 4 
but wcmMSh 
he elusive. 

Andim 
be no beac 
has Hisfera 
rC4m<J defe 
nnc at a sm 
lire oenj 
Her Ute>i 
at she Gen 
Berhn fc 
she was be 
by Barban 
TuexJay 
"It’s ’ sc 
admits “Tfe 
motnents 
doubled J 
hack, hut 
come out i 
keep the mi 

mind, to so 
thejeamel fc 
■The re>uji 
I'm 

just wa« tc 

compete hap 
and enjoy d 
hit out on 

K 

of fear or 
creep ia. 


moved home again for furtha' spells with .* Spurts , 


Atletico National and Adetico Junior 
before joining the Tampa Bay Mutiny and 
now Miami 


i^mber 
\ the 

vNe ^ a ti built 


to interview him over taxes allegedly not 
paid during his time with MontpdHer 
Colombia will clearly miss the two-time 
SouthAmerican Player aftbe Year when be 
retires, but Valdenama says no. playff 
irreplaceable. ‘There are alot of good play- 
ers. who can replace me,” he says modestly- 
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TWO FACES 


Shows: 12^0. 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30, 10 JO 


JSMAJLIA RAYEH C Al - KAMANANA 
Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8 JO, 10-30 


still showing evenings 

titanic 


still showing evenings 

TITANIC 


STAKING APRIL 6TH ^ 

Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian' 

Starring Hisham Yattes, Anud r 
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e ^°l'k Henman helps Sampras 

I^QcIpY ft T 7™. H «raan used his day off at the 

Wj Italian Open to help his friend and doubles partner Pete 
Sampras. 

‘I , ? “ '"ner ^ unseed £? 0xford Pfe r ha £ a Practice session with 
. 'rawer of "Ms;. Sampras m the morning before Sampras went on centre 
-onrinoed th-."* r ir; conrt.to sa off a first-round threat from Swede Thomas 
- n , ^t^'Enqvisi 7-6 (7/3), 6-4. 

? final i n |q a en k: Henman, 17th on the ATP Tour computer, also fulfilled 
— pionshjn C K an interview session arranged by the Tour as he killed time 
: 5990. n ^awaiting Tuesdays night session featuring third seed 
alter of ih r Maicelo Rios and Italian wild card enny Marzio Martelli 
*n KitthC*M. TTcBriton will now gay Rios on Wednesday afternoon 
ootbsli p , n.wafier the former worid No.l romped to a 6-3, 6-0 win. 
ear & . ‘ ecke nba^ Rios went out early last week in Hamburg, losing his first 

, ,< . -match against South African Wayne Ferreira. 

1 H- • h i P°sfi as The Chilean missed a month of play with an elbow injury 
*„'» }> ' * J'er * jj-after becoming World No. 1 at the end of March after a vic- 
!d aM JS Jan ^ioi>’ over Andre Agassi for the title at the Upton 
■ ' ■ 1 1 ^ irajj^ : Championships m rlonda. 
rc^'^ino J*- Henman says he is gaining confidence on the clay with 
" "T ,r£lr, cd a | ' each victory. 

L ' rV ^ n ftttsid tin?: “This has been the most I’ve practiced ever” Henman 
. "-said of his hard work on the most difficult of surfaces for 

>n which c .British contenders. 

■^n an ,j E ur * < f “I've hit so many bails that I feel confident that I can stay 
■ -■".J ore disin^^in rallies for much longer than usual.” 

^ H enm a n knows that no opponent will be easy on the red 

:{ - :u\ Jpj *0 - -I-"' 


clay. 


“You must stan from word go, or you’ll get punished," he 
°r!d C up guj^ said. “You can never let up at any time, you must play 
m Tinu;s and h ieva 9 P 0 ” 11 w ’ til thc 531116 intensity.” 

Mat l#i. 

A long road back for Rubin 



BERLIN (AFP) — It is a 
long road back for 
er.ember 1]^ ^ Chanda Rubin. 

• Remember Chanda 
Rubin? 

2? The tragedy of her all- 

too-brief period at the top 
of women’s tennis has 
served to underline just 
■how delicate the balance 
is between triumph and 
despair for a top athlete. 
At the beginning of 
1996 she was the player 
to beat on the WTA Tour, 
bat soon after she hit the 
r^^^^—^peak of her career by 
reaching the semi-finals 
of die Australian Open 
’ s Vi ‘ ?W she was stopped dead in 
her tracks by a serious 
™ w wrist injury. 

She missed most of 
i# 89 ® S” 1996 and since returning 
1L-. stH to the courts she has been 
forced to endure a embar- 

rassing and frustrating 

= ’!»- maDV r succession of early exits 
r, tv’ - at events she would once 
' ,£ l,K ^ expecl«ito wiii. ■ 
tram a Sreeffiigh of 
pantv s j Xi Chanda slumped out 
vtiil i 0 f ^ top 50 in March, 

- jlongfKt and has been reduced to 
H. j-j , Group f playing in obscure satel- 

- • j-, Si .uih &r. lite events in a vain effort 
■ * ■' ,-uid fe b. to the match practice 

; J ' l ‘ she desperately lacks. 

Once one of the most 
promising players to 
emerge from the United 
States, Chanda gained 
worldwide attention 
when she beat Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in the 
; Shears®: quarter-finals of the 1996 
. _ - -• nh a in«J Australian Open, win- 
Tk/ ning 6-4, 245, 16-14. 

- _ . . .-j from the^ The battle was the 
V ••Jid l 011 ?^ women’s match 
" ever at the event, lasting 

5epsf 3hr 33mins. The final set 
alone took 2hr 22mins, 
and victory propelled 
Chanda into the top 10 
for the first time. 

As well as excelling in 
singles, Chanda was even 
... .-,:vuu«^ inore successful on the 

- .. . - .; • nrsi ■ doubles court, winning 

w-7 In . ■ the Australian Open dou- 
... _:j\ nn^^ bles — ironically with 
^-nfe^ Saachez Vicario — as 
well titles at Oklahoma 
City, Indian Wells and 
Amelia Island. 

Then she hurt her wrist 
at the Lipton event. She 
stopped trying to com- 
pete a couple of weeks 
feter, and apart from a 
>h . ! ? ef outing at 
> Eastbourne — where she 

' - i USt 0Ile Set S ^ e 

, & i didn’t nit the courts again 
v,./!]*' 1 - , until November. All the 

’• ■ momentum she had built 

w 35 gone. 
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_ gone. 

- lJ y.#- f Chanda kept busy off 


pjy : 


. the courtShe conducts at 
taw a dozen clinics a 
•'-- ! ^ lI 0 ? ' i ^ ear ^ or ^ oca ^ state 

communities in 

- r “ " ;:, r 5 ■ Louisiana. She’s 

“ r ‘ . “Nolved with the 

•• ' American Heart 

■ 0 fdP w V foundation and the 
Y 60 *! Olympics, and 
' i a Public service 



( yotmeement on behalf 
' r °* breast cancer aware- 
i .ness. Bnt she’d rather be 
playing tennis. And win- 
fling. 

f ^ i . *\ was- pretty frustrat- 

1 said Chanda with 

- v-'^ . plfF pmarkable restraint ‘1 
* I adS* 1 . . i tbere is never a 

n ^ ^ 1 ^°°d lime for an injury 

- 'r? \<^ r j f® « was tough for me 

■ p r ■ Fd reached my 

■ 211(1 basically had to 

i. ^ playing cold turkey 


>v'“ 


from there. 

*T didn’t play for slx 
months (except for 
Eastbourne in June), not 
even picking up a racket, 
so that was a bit rough 
for me. But injury is 
something I think every 
player goes through to 
some degree, and I feel 
like I’ve come back from 


it pretty well. 
"I ius 


just try to keep 
focused and stay positive 
and keep trying to move 
forward. It’s really all I 
can do at this time.” 
After a year of trying to 
make it back, Chanda 
could look back on 1997 
with only limited satis- 
faction. One bright 
moment occurred in 
January, when she joined 
with Justin Gimelstob to 
win foe Hopman Cup for 
foe United States, beating 
Iva Majoli, Amanda 
Coetzer and Nicole 
Bradtke,' ;andj;foen ; she 
reached tfe fourth round 
or the Aiistndian Open. 
She also won a small 
tournament in Linz, beat- 
ing Jana Novotna in the 
semi-finals. 

Those victories offered 
evidence that her talent 
was just laying dormant, 
but consistency proved to 
be elusive. 

And 1998 has proved to 
be no better. To date she 
has suffered five opening 
round defeats, including 
one at a small-time satel- 
lite event in Michigan. 
Her latest setback came 
at foe German Open in 
Berlin this week, when 
she was beaten 6-4, 6-2 
by Barbara Paulus on 
Tuesday. 

“It’s tough,” she 
admits. ‘‘There have been 
moments when I’ve 
doubted if I could make it 
back, but I’ve always 
come out of it, always 
keep the main thought in 
min d, to go out and play 
foe game I like to play it. 

“The results aren't what 
I'm focusing on now. I 
just want to go out and 
compete hard, work hard, 
and enjoy the game and 
hit out on my shots. I 
don’t want to let any type 
of fear or tentativeness 
creep in. 

“It’s difficult when 
you’re losing and you 
don’t feel like you’re 
.playing the way that you 
can play. But everybody 
loses at some point then 
one match can turn it 
around. I just need to 
keep going out and stay 
pos^itive and try to 
improve, just to start 
from somewhere and not 
Think of anything else.” 


MUST SEE 


^Apartments for Sale 

Excalent location (Uni U8w«} 
370aq.m Mopandirt toor (pri vats) 
gtoun wvfcinfl 4 Storage each 
S^wriOf design and quafiy 
Ca - garage - f - recreation rooro 

not ynr typical Apatmert*! 

Starts at JD 149, 000 
CaH 461-6375 


Study 
warns 
on danger 
of heading 
a football 

SYDNEY (AFP) — A 
review into injuries related 
to beading a football said 
on Wednesday that there 
was a good case for pro- 
tective headwear to be 
worn by inexperienced 
players. 

Sports physiotherapist 
and review author Glen 
Dods, who played interna- 
tional football for New 
Zealand, said the practice 
was particularly risky for 
the young. 

He found many football 
players suffered early 
degeneration of the lower 
spine and some brain 
injuries similar to boxers. 
The Australian reported. 

Simple preventive mea- 
sures could reduce the 
risk, such as using water 
resistent balls and balls of 
the correct size. 

“Schoolchildren are def- 
initely at risk because 
equipment is generally not 
up to standard and coach- 
ing levels are still well 
short of being satisfacto- 
ry,” he said. 

“If you don’t use the 
right-sized ball or are 
using an old ball that has 
lost its coating and its abil- 
ity to resist water, there are 
real potential problems.” 

A waterlogged ball could 
almost knock you out, the 
review said 

"A study published in the 
American Journal of 
Sports Medicine in 1991 
and cited in Dods report 
shows a professional foot- 
ball player receives up to 
5,250 impacts to the head 
in a 15-year career, 
excluding training ses- 
sions. 

“I can generally pick an 
old soccer player by their 
bad ankles and grotty 
lower cervical spines,” he 
said. 


UAE’s Bin Sulayyem looks 
for record 8th Jordan Rally title 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal Ben 
A! Hussein Thursday gives 
the stan signal for the 23- 
stage 16th Jordan 
International Rally in which 
over 27 competitors are 
expected to take pan. 

The country's most presti- 
gious auto sports event, 
which forms the second 
round of the Middle East 
Rally Championship, 
includes 300.580 kilometres 
of special stages. 

The Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ \ have 
completed preparations for 
the two-day rally in which 
seven time champion 
Mohammad Bin Sulayyem 
of the United Arab Emirates 
flJAE) will be driving a 
Ford Escort seeking to fur- 
ther boost his Jordan Rally 
record. 

Cypriot Andreas 

TsouJoftas who took second 
place in 1995. third in 1996 
and fourth last year is 
expected to challenge Bin 
Sulayyem together with a 
host of Jordanian competi- 
tors. 

Nine-time Middle East 
champion Bin Sulayyem 
leads the 1998 Middle East 
Championship after win- 
ning the inaugural Oman 
and UAE rallies. 

The regional champi- 
onship includes rallies in 
Lebanon. Kuwait. Qaiar, 
Cyprus and Dubai. 

This year’s top Jordanian 
competitors will be Bashar 
Bustami, Mohammad and 
Ahmad Daoud. The trio 
have won foe Jordan Drives 
Open championship. 

.Ahmad’s co-driver will be 
Malek Hariri, in a Ford 
Cosworth, while Bustami 
will be partnering Raffi 
Bilernjian in a Mitsubishi 
Lancer. 

Mohammad will be dri- 
ring a Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution. He was Jordan's 
top competitor last year, fin- 
ishing 4th overall . 

Previous Jordanian cham- 
pion Amjad Farrah is also in 
the rally with partner Faisal 
Sa'doun. 

The only woman in the 
rally will be Fiona Mulcahy 
in a Peugeot 205 GTI. 

Organising Committee 
Chairman Hasan Ala’edin 
said this year’s Jordan Rally 
will be the longest of the 
regional rallies with 13 spe- 
cial asphalt stages on the 
first day. 



Mohammad Bin Sulayyem drives his Ford during one of the stages of the Oman Rally earlier this year 


Year 

entrants 

starters 

finishers 

I98J 

36 

34 

i3 

I9S2 

29 

“VT 

17 

1983 

30 

25 

6 

19S4 

31 

29 

12 

1985 

38 

^ * 

15 

1986 

50 

40 

15 

19S7 

48 

JS 

19 

1988 

36 

32 

10 

1990 

40 

32 

15 

1992 

41 

38 

15 

1993 

39 

36 

13 

1994 

46 

38 


1995 

36 

26 

?5 

1996 

32 

* / 

12 

1997 

38 

25 

15 


JORDAN RALLY RECORD 


1981 Michel Saleh/Lebanon 

1982 Michel Saleh/Lebanon 

1983 Saeed A1 Hajiri/Qatar 
19S4 Moh’d Bin Sulayyem/UAE 

1985 Saeed A1 Hajiri/Qatar 

1986 Saeed A1 Hajiri/Qatar 

1987 Moh’d Bin Snlayyem/UAE 

1988 Moh'd Bin Sulayyem/UAE 
1990 Moh’d Bin Sulayyem/UAE 

1992 Abbas Mosawi/Qaiar 

1993 Sheikh Hamad AJ Thani/Qatar 

1994 Moh'd Bin Sulayyem/UAE 

1995 Abdullah Bakhashab/S. Arabia 

1996 Moh’d Bin Sulayyem/UAE 

1997 Moh’d Bin Sulayyem/L’AE 


Toyota Celica GT 
Toyota Celica GT 
Opel Mama 400 
Tovota Celica Turbo 
Porsche 911 SCRS 
Porsche 911 SCRS 
Toyota Celica Twincam Turbo 
Toyota Celica Twincam Turbo 
Toyota Celica GT4 
Toyota Celica GT4 
Mitsubishi Gallant VR4 
Ford Escort RS Cosworth 
Ford Escort Cosworth 
Ford Escort Cosworth 
Ford Escort Cosworth 


No Jordanian has won the 
rally since it started in 1981. 
The best Jordanian showing 
was third place finishes by 


Ziyad Bustami in I9SI. Farrah in 1993. and Ma'rouf 
HRH Prince Abdullah in Abu Sarnra in 1995. 

1986 and 19SS: Hani Winding asphalt stages 

Bisharat in i9S - '. Amjad will test the drivers on die 


first day with special stages 
starring in Rumman Forest. 
Sleihi, Iraq A1 Amir, the 
Dead Sea. Mushaqqar. 
Mousa Springs. Mount 
Nebo, Mahes, Iraq Al Amir, 
Mushaqqar, Mousa Springs, 
Mount Nebo and ending in 
Dar el Daw a’. 

Desen tracks on the sec- 
ond day will be the ultimate 
test of experience, stamina 
and well-maintained and 
sponsored teams. 

Starting at 7:30 a.m. ten 
special stages will take dri- 
vers to the south of the 
country through Tunaib, 
Daba’a, SaJayta. 

MuJeseisat Daba’a, Swaqa. 
Daba’a, Slayta, Mudeseisat 
and Tunaib. 

The rally will end at 
around 6:00 p.m. Friday.' 

Competitors represent the 
UAE, Ireland, Cyprus, 
Qatar, Kuwait, Australia, 
Oman. Great Britain, and 
Germany. 

The FI A stewards of the 
event are Wilhelm Lyding 
from Germany and Derek 
Ledger from Jordan. 

Last year, twenty-five cars 
started the rally which 
included 19 stages, includ- 
ing 1 1 asphalt stages on the 
first day. Fifteen drivers, 
including five Jordanians 
finished the rallv. 


Blatter outlines manifesto with populist overtones 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
FIFA presidential candidate 
Sepp Blatter took his cam- 
paign to the Asian Football 
Confederation congress here 
on Wednesday as he outlined 
a populist manifesto. 

Under his presidency. 
Blatter said every' profession- 


al footballer in the world 
would be insured while a 
more integrated approach 
would be adopted towards 
development of the sport. 

“I am for continuity in the 
programmes we have evolved 
in FIFA so far," said the 
incumbent FIFA general sec- 


FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Area: 175 sqjn. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 salons, din- 
ing room, kitchen, verandas, telephone, vkieo/TV, parking, etc-, etc_ 
Annual Rent J 05,500. Location: Between 4th Circle & 5th Circle. 
Those interested in more details, 
please call owner at 5674286 


re tan’, who is on leave from 
his duties to campaign to 
become Joao Havelange's 
successor. 

An election will be held at a 
FIFA congress in Paris on 
June 8. 

UEFA chief Lennart 
Johansson is the other candi- 
date in an increasingly bitter 
battle to succeed the S 2-vear 
old Havelange who has ruled 
football like a potentate since 
1974. 

Blaner, 62. who has been 
general secretary of FIFA 


since 1 98 1. said he was not 
averse to swimming in 
Ha%elange's slipstream. 

"I intend to adopt and adapt 


ihe development programmes 
and competitions already in 
place." he told reporters. 

He pledged a more "hands- 


on” management style as 
compared to Havelange's 
which he described as that of 
an overseer. 



Beit Al Bawadi 

Annual Spring Fair 
1 0 th May 1 998 


Conveniently Located In the Heart of Abdoun S 
Spring has Arrived 

Elegant and Unique Ceramics and Textiles 

Forth© Home and Garden 


From Abdoun Circle, 3rd right off Cairo Street 
TeL: 5826620-5925841 
Store Hours 8:00 ajn_-7:00 pm. 


Are you eating 
your food first? 

Bayer 

Pest Busters 

Fin- the prujeisioTud uay 
to set nJ of bugs 
iinj pL-zis call 


TfcaAnfcOi fWttaCod 1 4 


from 9.02 AM- i.iV PM 


TeL 5688206/ 5661187 
Fk 5601345 


Islamic School in the Gulf 

jjfoliowing American Curriculum requires: 
Experienced & qualified male/female teachers 
| for grade 1 to 9 English, Science and Math. 

| Requirements: 

Native English speaker. 

Bachelor’s Degree. 

Islamic Dress Code. 

Fax CV to 562-3019 - Amman. 


CONCERT IN AMMAN 


RaT, Rap, Rock music and songs with 


ZEBDA M 



on Saturday, May 16th 1998, at 19,30 


1st part (arable music) at 18.45 - Zebda concert at 19,30 
King Abdaflah's Gardens Amphitheatre, Shmetsani 
Tickets for sale at : 

- French Cultural Center 4637009 ^ I |j 

-Freddy For Music 5692696 ** W 

- Hfltel Mdridien 5696511 


Fflnciiar d'Acnen Atuitmu pi^WM V1LLE DE TOULOUSE 
& 

MERIDIEN RADIO MONTE CARLO OB 9MFM 
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Miss Universe 1998 Wendy Fitzwilliam, from Trinidad & Tobago, wears the crown as she 
becomes the 47th woman to win the title, Teusday (Reuters photo) 


Miss Trinidad and Tobago 
crowned Miss Universe 


HONOLULU 00 — Miss 
Trinidad and Tobago. Wendy 
Fitzwilliam. a 25-year-old law 
student who aspires to be a 
diplomat was crowned Miss 
Universe at the pageant's 
finale in Honolulu Tuesday. 

Ms. Fitzwilliam triumphed 
in an internationally-broadcast 
event which featured male 
dancers in Hawaiian costume, 
some twirling flaming staffs 
around their heads and 
between their legs as the final 
10 women chosen by judges 
paraded in swimsuits. 

Ms. Fitzwilliam, in a tele- 
phone interview, said her legal 
training had helped her keep 
her composure. 

’“I am a law student every 
Friday 1 have to stand there in 
front of a judge in mock trials 
and do it" she told Reuters, 
adding that facing real judges 
at short notice helped her 
develop “my calm, my ability 


to stand there and think clear- 
ly" 

Ms. Fitzwilliam, of Diego 
Martin in northwest Trinidad, 
beat Miss Venezuela. I8-year- 
old Vetuska Ramirez, who 
was declared first runner-up. 

Miss Puerto Rico, 23-year- 
old Joyce Giraud, was second 
runner-up. 

Organisers said the competi- 
tion, dismissed by some critics 
as an anachronism which 
insults women, was given a 
complete make-over this year 
to reflect “the ideals and goals 
of women today." 

The swimsuit section was 
accompanied by an evening 
gown section and brief inter- 
views with the contestants, 
during which Ms. Fitzwilliam 
broke into an apparently 
impromptu jazz ditty and told 
judges: *1 know how to party." 

She said she wanted to use 
her studies in international law 


to become a diplomat and 
work for greater unity between 
Caribbean nations. 

Asked how it felt to end up 
vying centre-stage with the 
representative of four-times 
winner Venezuela. Trinidad's 
nearest neighbour with which 
it has had sometimes tense 
relations over oil and fishing 
rights, Ms. Fitzwilliam 
replied: 

“Things are not as tense as 
they were a few months ago. 
hopefully they'll stay that way 
bur if not, I am up to the job." 

Trinidad, the most southerly 
Caribbean island, lies just 
seven miles off the coast of 
Venezuela. 

Representatives of SI coun- 
tries took part in the competi- 
tion this year. 

In Trinidad and Tobago, cel- 
ebrations broke out in pubs, 
clubs and homes across both 
islands to mark the occasion. 


Israeli women singers barred 
from presidential inauguration 


TEL AVIV < AP ) — Women 
singers have been barred 
from performing at Israel’s 
presidential inauguration in 
parliament to avoid offend- 
ing religious legislators, an 
Israeli " parliament 

spokesman said 

Wednesday. 

In protest. 10 secular leg- 
islators said they would 
stay away from Monday's 
ceremony which will usher 
in Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman's second five- 
year term. 

The row was yet another 
sign of the increasingly 
acrimonious dispute 


between religious and sec- 


ular Israelis over the role of 
religion in daily life. 

In the past two weeks, the 
two camps have faced off 
over whether a modem 
dance troupe could perform 


semi-nude at an official 
function and whether a 
transsexual singer should 
have represented the 
Jewish state in Europe’s 
largest song contest. 

At issue in the latest spat 
is the belief of ultra- 
Orthodox Jews that men 
should not listen to women 
singing for fear it will 
arouse them sexually. 

Menachem Friedman, an 
expert on Israel’s religious 
society, said this prohibi- 
tion is increasingly being 
observed also among less 
fervent Jews. “It’s part of 
the process of fundamen- 
talism and radicalism with- 
in Israel's society." Mr. 
Friedman said. 

Up until 1988. mixed 
choirs sang at the inaugura- 
tion ceremony, but in 1993. 
when Mr. Weizman was 


sworn in for his first term, 
a man. the army’s chief 
cantor, performed. 

This year, an army quar- 
tet consisting of three 
women and a man will per- 
form at a reception in the 
parliament building, but 
only the male soldier will 
sing in the ceremony in the 
plenum. said Israeli 
Parliamentary Secretary 
General Arieh Hahn. 

“We think that the presi- 
dent represents the national 
consensus and we should 
avoid offending any sec- 
tion of the public." Gen. 
Hahn told Israel Radio. 

Israeli Labour Party leg- 
islator Yael Dayan, who is 
among those boycotting the 
ceremony, said this change 
was “a symptom of the 
growing power.of the reli- 
gious parties." 


German diplomats resume talks with Iran 


BONN (API — Two 
German diplomatic envoys 
have held talks with Iranian 
officials in Tehran on 
improving’ relations, the 
German foreign ministry 
said Wednesday. 

The two-day visit that 
ended Tuesday was believed 
to be the first’ to the Iranian 
capital by German foreign 
ministrv officials in 1-1/2 


was the latest sign of 
opean interest in resum- 
full ties with Tehran 
:e moderate Mohammad 


Khatami was elected as 
Iran’s president last summer. 

The two sides conducted a 
“comprehensive review" of 
bilateral relations, German 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Martin Erdmann said. He 
refused to go into details. 

However, German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel had 
said that the envoys would 
discuss the case of German 
businessman Helmut Hofer. 

Mr. Hofer was sentenced to 
death in January under 
Islamic law for having sex 
with a 26-year-old medical 


student, because she was 
Muslim and he was not He 
has appealed the sentence, 
claiming he converted to 
Islam several years ago. 

Mr. Kinkel has said that 
executing Mr. Hofer would 
damage relations with Iran. 

Mr. Kinkel and his Iranian 
counterpart, Kamal Kharrazi. 
arranged the Tehran talks in a 
telephone call several weeks 
ago, Mr. Erdmann said. The 
German delegation was led 
by Peter Dingens, head of the 
German foreign ministry’s 
Middle East desk. 


EC urges denial of Israeli 


settlers trade privileges 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Commission 
urged the 15 European 
Llrn’on (EU) member states 
on Wednesday to deny trade 
privileges to Jewish produce 
from the Israeli-occupied 
territories, EU sources said. 

The Commission recom- 
mended that produce 
imported from Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza, the Golan Heights and 
Arab east Jerusalem, be 
excluded from the agree- 
ment which allows Israeli 
exports to enter the EU 


duty-free or with reduced 
tariffs. 

The Commission said 
these settlements could not 
be regarded as integral parts 
of the state of Israel. 

It considered that the 1995 
EU-Israel association 
accord only applied to 
Israeli territory within the 
borders which were interna- 
tionally-recognised before 
the 1967 Six-Day war. 

On Apr. 23. the Israeli 
daily Yediot Aharonot news- 
paper reported that the EU 
had drawn up a blacklist of 


goods which would be sub- 
jected to steep import duties 
because of European dissat- 
isfaction with the Israeli 
government's political 
stance toward the occupied 
Palestinian territories. 

Citing classified reports 
from the Israeli embassy in 
Brussels, the newspaper said 
the list includes wine, farm 
produce, processed foods 
and flowers coming from 
Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories. 

According to Israeli offi- 
cials. the Paris economic 


Sharon refuses to accompany 
Netanyahu to Albright meeting 

‘It is not in my interest... to mislead the secretary of state’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In an 
open challenge to Benyamin 
Netanyahu. Israeli Cabinet 
hawk Ariel Sharon turned 
down a request by the Israeli 
premier to accompany him to 
talks in Washington on 
Wednesday on Israel’s troop 
pullback in the West Bank. 

In Washington. Mr. 
Netanyahu is expected to 
come under intense pressure 
from U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to agree to 
withdraw troops from *13 per 


cent of the West Bank. 

Mr. Sharon, a former Israeli 
defence minister, insists that 
Israel cannot hand over more 
than 9 per cent of the land 
without compromising its 
security. Mr. Sharon is a piv- 
otal figure in Mr Netanyahu's 
cabinet and could lead a revolt 
by far-right ministers should 
the Israeli prime minis ter 
decide to soften his position. 

During a visit to the United 
States in recent days. Mr. 
Sharon has been campaigning 


against Israeli concessions to 
the United States. 

In a statement released 
Wednesday from New York. 
Mr. Sharon said he saw no 
reason to meet with Ms. 
Albright before the Israeli 
cabinet had voted on the scope 
of the pullback. 

“It is not in my interest... to 
mislead the secretary of state." 
said Mr. Sharon, who serves 
as infrastructure minis ter in 
the Israeli cabinet 
In talks with U.S. mediators. 


Mr. Netanyahu has frequently 
cited his domestic political 
difficulties as a reason for 
delaying a decision on the 
scope of a troop withdrawal 
Several Israeli cabinet min- 
isters have said they would 
quit the government if any 
land was handed over while 
others insisted that troops 
could only be withdrawn once 
there were ironclad security 
guarantees from the 
Palestinians. 


Iran downplays 
significance of 
stolen nuclear 
parts 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
Atomic Energy Organisation 
said Wednesday that nuclear 
parts stolen last week were 
only welding samples and 
were not important. 

“The metals carried by this 
truck were just ordinary ports 
of welding samples and they 
were not of any significance,” 
the organisation said in a state- 
ment carried by the official 
IRNA news agency. 

The newspaper Farda 
(Tomorrow) reported last 
week that a truck belonging to 
the organisation was stolen 
while carrying an “unidenti- 
fied piece" from the contro- 
versial Bushehr nuclear power 
station, near the Gulf. 

The truck was seized in the 
central city of Esfahan as it 
was taking the item to Tehran 
for “testing.” the paper said 
adding that the police had 
launched a search for the truck 
and its contents. 

The Bushehr plant, 
equipped with a 1 .000- 
megawatt lighrwaier reader, 
is under construction by 
Russian experts. 

Iran and Russia say the pro- 
ject is non- military' and peace- 
tul. 


U.N. unhappy about Iraq’s 
aid distribution plan 


Egyptian police 
free man who 
claimed to be the 
world’s saviour 


CAIRO (AP) — A preacher 
who was detained on heresy 
charges after claiming to be 
the saviour of the world has 
been released after he repent- 
ed, police said Wednesday. 

Police arrested Bahaa Eddin 
A1 Aqad and 28 of his follow- 
ers on March 30 as be was 
preaching a sermon at a house 
in Giza, the twin city of Cairo. 

Police said his sermons 
rejected the teachings of 
Islam’s Prophet Mohammad 
and that he claimed to be A1 
Mahdi A1 Mun razor, or the 
awaited one. a figure whom 
many Muslims believe will 
appear before doomsday and 
restore the world to righteous- 
ness. After spending nearly six 
weeks in detention, where he 
met scholars from A1 Azhar. 
Sunni Islam's leading reli- 
gious institute. Aqad recanted 
his ideas. 

He was released along with 
foe last 11 of his disciples in 
detention, said a police officer, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. Parsons convicted 
of heresy can be sentenced to 
death in Egypt, but people lac- 
ing such charges are usually 
detained until they repent 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The 
United Nations is unhappy 
about some aspects of Iraq’s 
food distribution plan for the 
next stage of foe oU-for-food 
programme, the top U.N. 
humanitarian official in 
Baghdad said Wednesday. 

“I am concerned about some 
differences of view between 
the government and the United 
Nations as to the best possible 
use of the limited resources 
under Security Council 
Resolution 986." the official, 
Denis Halliday. told reporters. 

The resolution set up the ofl- 
for-food plan allowing Iraq to 
export $2 billion in oil each six 
months to buy humanitarian 
goods for its 22 million people. 
The third stage of the pro- 
gramme ends June 3. and oil 
exports will be upgraded to 
S5.2 billion in the next stage. 

The programme is an excep- 
tion to foe ban on oil exports 
under UJV. Security Council 
sanctions imposed on Iraq after 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Mr. Holliday’s spokesman. 


Eric Fait, said the Iraqi govern- 
ment was “very close" to send- 
ing the draft of its food distrib- 
ution plan to UJM. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan fix- 
approval. 

He said there were “a few 
questions" about matching 
Iraq’s plan to Mn Annan's rec- 
ommendations. 

He wouldn't name the differ- 
ences. but be said they mainl y 
concerned items to be included 
in the food basket and whether 
funding for certain sectors like 
telecommunications is really 
needed now. 

Iraq’s import bill for the 
fourth phase is about $3 bil- 
lion, Mr. Fait said. He declined 
comment when asked whether 
Iraq will be able to generate the 
money since it has to allocate 
30 per cent of aU oil revenues 
to a Gulf war reparations fund. 

Senior Iraqi oil officials have 
judged they can only export $4 
billion in sixth months and 
only if the United Nations 
allows them to import $300 
million in parts to rehabilitate 


the oil industry. 

The Security Council has yet 
to act on Me Annan’s recom- 
mendation to allow purchase 
of the pans. 

Mn Halliday said he was 
concerned about the delay and 
feared it would have a negative 
impact oq Iraq’s pumping 
capabilities. 

In foe past, Iraq has delayed 
the start of each singe of the ofl- 
fbr-food plan until it got formal 
UJvf. approval for its food dis- 
tribution plan. 

Mr. Fall said the current 
phase of the programme has 
brought a notable improve- 
ment in the pace of U.N. 
approval of contracts, noting 
the time required for each con- 
tract was cut from 68 days to 
2 $. 

A total of 1.7 1 1 contracts has 
been approved since the start 
of the programme in 
December 1996. More than 5 
million tons of food and other 
humanitarian supplies have 
reached Iraq. 


Senator rebukes Albright over Israeli policy 


WASHINGTON (.AFP) — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright's ability to 
pursue U.S. diplomacy was 
questioned by a Republican 
senator Tuesday in light of 
Washington's tensions with 
Israel. 

“I think there's a serious 
question of competency on the 
part of the secretary of stale." 
U.S. Senator Alien Specter 
told reporters after emerging 
from a closed meeting between 
senators and Ms. Albright 

Asked if Ms. Albright should 
resign, he said. “I’m not pre- 
pared to answer that question." 

After mane than two hours. 


Ms. Albright late Tuesday said 
only thar her meeting went 
“very well." 

But Sen. Specter suggested 
she had not made any progress 
in tempering criticism from 
senators, many of whom are 
strong supporters of Israel. 

He said that Ms. Albright 
asserted that Israel had never 
been presented with an “ulti- 
matum” over its position on 
withdrawal from the Wfest 
Bank. Ms. Albright had invited 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
Washington on condition that 
he accept a 13 per cent with- 
drawal from the West Bank. 


Sen. Specter was incredu- 
lous at Ms. Albright’s remarks. 

“That's a flat out ultimatum ,” 
be said of the condition set for 
the meeting. 

“It is obvious the United 
States is Hying to articulate a 
[West Bank] withdrawal posi- 
tion that would satisfy Arafat,” 
he added, referring to 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat 

Sea Specter said that Israel 
alone could determine its secu- 
rity needs. 

Ms. Albright is due to meet 
with Mr. Netanyahu here 
Wednesday. 


Somalia peace conference is cancelled again 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Hopes for peace in war-rav- 
aged Somalia receded further 
on Wednesday with the 
announcement that a confer- 
ence to discuss the establish- 
ment of a government in the 
anarchic country- has been can- 
celled. 

The national reconciliation 
conference scheduled for 
Friday in foe south-central 
town of Baidoa was cancelled 
because of continuing factional 
hostilities and lack of funds, an 
official told AFP. 

“The meeting is not taking 
place and no arrangements arc 
being made for foe long-await- 
ed conference,” said 
Mohammad Ramadan Arbow, 
the irfformation secretary for 


the umbrella National 
Salvation Council (NSC), 
grouping 26 factions. 

Mr. Arbow said the idea of 
holding the conference — 
which was agreed upon by foe 
26 factions in Cairo in 
December to discuss setting up 
a transitional national govern- 
ment — was likely to be aban- 
doned entirely. 

Somali factions have failed 
to implement 11 other peace 
accottis they have signed since 
1995. 

The Baidoa conference had 
earlier been postponed three 
times. 

Six factions in the Hiran 
region of central Somalia said 
they would not take part in the 
Baidoa conference, claiming it 


did not have the blessing of all 
Somalis, the Qaran newspaper 
reported Wednesday. 

The factions have started 
training their own armed 

forces to defend the region, foe 
newspaper added. 

In Somalia’s northeast, clan 
leaders will Friday meet to 
establish their own regional 
government, similar to one in 
the northwestern region known 
as Somaliland which seceded 
in 1991. 

Mogadishu's two main war- 
lords, Hussein Mohammad 
Aideed and Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad, are on Thursday 
expected to unveil a joint 
administration for the war-tom 
capital and announce another 
daie for foe Baidoa conference. 
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protocols aoached to foe 
Oslo peace agreements with 
foe Palestinians extend the 
- customs exemptions for 
Israeli goods to products 
from "the Palestinian 
autonomous areas and foe 
settlements. 

Victor Hard, deputy direc- 
tor-general for economic 
affairs at foe foreign min- 
istry'. warned that if foe 
reported EU initiative was 
implemented, ‘Tsrael would 
see it as a serious breach of 
the economic sections of foe 
Oslo accords." 


Elton John splits 
from manager 


LONDON (AFP) — 
pop star Elton John has 
decided to split from- Iaf-; -: 
friend and manager of 27 - 
years, John Reid, as a result 
of a stormy row between. - 
them, the London Evening 
Standard reported. Reid, 
is credited as the man who 
rumed young s i n g e r ~ 
Reginald Dwight into Elton;_. r 
John, a world renowned per- ' 
former with a track record of . 
Gold discs and a knighthood - 
for services to charity. John’s 
record company declined to 
confirm the report. 
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Ray Charles & Ravi 
Shankar win 1998 
Polar Music Prize 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — 
Sweden’s King Carl XVI 
Gustaf presented veteran 
musicians Ray Charles and 
Ravi Shankar with the 1998 
Polar Music Prize, consid- 
ered foe Nobel prize of 
music. The two musicians, 
who shared the stage at the 
Berwald Concert Hall in 
Stockholm, each received a 
cash prize worth S125,00Q. 
“It is the greatest day of ray 
life.” said Charles, 67, 
known for his rhythm-and- 
blues songs and jazz-influ- 
enced music. He said he 
planned to spend the money 
as quickly as possible. 
Shankar, the 7S-year-old 
Indian composer who made 
the sitar a household word in 
the- West, said he would use 
his prize money to support 
promising musicians and 
preserve old Indian music. 
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One of Britain’s 
most eligible 
bachelors gets 
married ’ 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
bride wore white, the groom 
threw open the doors of his 
15th-century castle and a 
galaxy of stars turned up for 
foe giitzy high society wed- 
ding of aristocratic film- 
maker Henry Dent- 
BrocklehursL The multi-mil- 
lionaire, 31. was regarded as 
one of Britain’s most eligible 
bachelors until be married 
24-year-old Hawaiian-bom 
model Lili Maltese- in a wed- 
ding with a Hawaiian theme 
at Sudeley Castle in western 
England. Among the guests 
were his godmother Camilla 
Parker Bowles, foe compan- 
ion of Prince Charles, acting 
glamour couple Hugh Grant 
and Elizabeth Hurley, super- 
model Claudia Schiffer, 
Bryan A dams , and Mick 
Jagger. his wife Jerry Hall 
and their baby Gabriel. 
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Gulliem returns to 
Paris Opera Ballet 
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PARIS (AFP) — Star balleri- 
na Sylvie Guillem returns 
this month to the Paris Opera 
Ballet where she first made 
her name for two pro- 
grammes based on choreo- 
graphies by Rudolf Nureyev. 
Guillem. 33, left the ballet in 
1989 and last returned as a 
guest star in May 1994. She 
will dance the role of Kitri 
opposite Nicolas Le Riche’s 
Basilio in a Nureyev choreo- 
graphed version of “Don 
Quixote” on May 26 and 29. 
The ballet is being staged a 
total of 15 times between 
May 16 and Jun. 6. Gufllem 
then returns on Jun. 26 and 
■JuL 2 with "Romeo and 
Juliet,” also choreographed 
by Nureyev, and her princi- 
pal partner will be Laurent 
Hilaire. 
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Swiss prisoners 
caught faking money 
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LAUSANNE (AFP) — 
Inmates of a prison in fos 
western Swiss canton of 
Vaud spent their time making 
fake 100 Swiss franc ($66) 
notes, a report from foo 
region’s penitentiary service 
said this week. The counted 
feit notes were discovered in 
foe cells of two inmates. 
They were probably made 
wifo the help of prisoners’ 
computer equipment 
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